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INTRODUCTION 


As has been the trend in recent years, many species are lingering later in fall 
and even arriving earlier in spring. Along with lingering birds, mid-winter and over- 
wintering records have increased. This winter was phenomenal in this respect, 
especially in that records were across the board in terms of species, suggesting that 
water conditions have moderated (more open water) and temperatures in general 
have also (passerines). Unprecedented records included first wintering White- 
winged Scoter and first Jan or Feb record of Orange-crowned Warbler. Second or 
third such records were set by Blue-winged Teal, Surf Scoter, Ruddy Duck, Eared 
Grebe, Greater Yellowlegs, Rock Wren, and Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler. 
Late-lingering species were many, highlighted Бу record late Red-throated Loon, 
Pied-billed Grebe, and Least Sandpiper. Other noteworthy laggards were Red- 
necked Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Whooping Crane, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Hermit Thrush, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Savannah Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, and 
Dickcissel, while Eastern Bluebirds set a new CBC high and Yellow-rumped 
Warblers were present through winter in almost unprecedented numbers (see last 
winter). Early spring arrivals are usually determined by factors other than local 
Nebraska environmental conditions, and so are perhaps less variable; nevertheless 
there were early-arriving Turkey Vulture, American Woodcock, and Franklin's Gull. 

Perhaps the presence of these numerous winter phenomena allowed other 
species to winter farther north; there were no Herring Gulls reported 6-27 Jan, only 3 
Red Crossbill reports were received, at least one of those of Pacific Coast Type 3 
birds, and very few Townsend's Solitaires were counted. Perhaps the only species 
that was unexpectedly low in numbers given these occurrences was Red-headed 
Woodpecker, virtually absent from the state, even at its winter stronghold, Indian 
Cave State Park. Additional significant numbers were a report of 10,000 American 
Robins, large numbers of Pine Siskins and American Goldfinches, and good numbers 
again of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. 

Interesting observations included an apparent shift eastward of wintering 
Brown Creepers, the still-parlous state of Black-billed Magpie in the state, now only 
in fair numbers in Keith and Scotts Bluff Cos. Eurasian Collared-Doves are 
abundant in the west, but in the east numbers are far lower, albeit increasing slowly. 
The third record of Barred Owl in Lincoln Co was of one in a large parking lot in 
North Platte; it was surmised that all three may have been hit by semis on 1-80 and 
transported there. | 

As well as all of the winter excitement, there were several rarities detected, 
including one first state record. Unfortunately, it was Mute Swan, finally added to 
the state list based on numerous reports that have been difficult to pass off as 
escapees or released birds. In addition, Nebraska’s 7th Black-throated Sparrow 
appeared at the feeders of the Records Committee Chairman (I think it will be 
accepted), and there were rare sightings of Barrow’s Goldeneye in the east, near- 
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adult Kumlien’s Gull, Gyrfalcon, Common Raven (they like Applebee’s and Burger 
King), Varied Thrush, and Pine Grosbeak. 

As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general 
thoughts. After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually- 
based! Contact me at silcock@rosssilcock.com. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count 

CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 

Cem: Cemetery 

CL: Carter L, Omaha 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

FL: Forest Lawn Cem, Douglas Co 
HCR: Harlan Co Res., Republican City 
HL: Holmes L, Lincoln 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson Cos 
imm: immature 

juv: juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 
LO: L Ogailala, Keith Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NM: National Monument 

ММЕ: Nebraska National Forest 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

Res: Reservoir 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 


OBSERVERS 


ABe: Ann Beckenhauer, West Point 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

B&DW: Bruce and Donna Walgren, Casper, WY 
BBi: Brad Biggerstaff, Ft. Collins, CO 

BBr: Barbara Brown, Kearney 

BET: B. Eric Traver, Lyons, CO 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 

BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
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BHe: Ben Heppner, Lincoln 

BL: Ben Lashley, North Platte 

BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 

BWo: Barb Woodbeck, Lincoln 

CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CD: Cheryl Dickerson, Seward 

CGr: Carol Gronewold, Gothenburg 
CM: Connie McCartney, Grand Island 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
COI: Chris Olson, Papillion 

CP: Cathy Prettyman, Blair 

D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DDa: Dennis Davenport, Burwell 

DE: Dave Ely, Salem, MA 

DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 

DM: Deb Miller, Aurora 

DSt: Dave Stage, Omaha 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

Ela Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

EJR: E J Raynor, Lincoln 

GAt: Gordon Atkins, Grayling, MI 
GHa: Gordon Haase, Tawas City, MI 
GJo: Gail Johnson, Warminster, PA 
GMa: George Maly, Lincoln 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

HTe: Hannah Tetreault, Manhattan, KS 
HWi: Harley Winfrey, Wheatland, MO 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, Greenwood 
JAG: Joseph A. Grzybowski, Oklahoma City, OK 
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JCr: Jonathan Crews, Omaha 

JFu: John Fullerton, Omaha 

JG: Joe Gubanyi, Denton 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JP: Jim Peterson, North Platte 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Lincoln 

JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 

KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 

KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
LD: Linda Deeds, North Platte 

LDi: Lauren Dinan, Lincoln 
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LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LF: Larry Falk, Nebraska City 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MBe: Mike Benkis, Lincoln 
MBr: Monty Brandes, North Platte 
MCe: Michael Cerizo, Omaha 
MKo: Maria Korver, Ponca 

MR: Mike Resch, Pepperell, MA 
MU: Mark Urwiller, Kearney 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 

PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RL: Roger Lawson, Cozad 

RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield, NJ 
SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SCo: Steven Courtney, Lincoln 
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SLe: Sandra Lemmon, Crawford 
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
TDo: Teri Dolezal, West Point 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TJW: Т.Ј. Walker, Brady 

TLa: Tony Lau, Otsego, MN 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WL: William Lemburg, Cairo 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Greater White-fronted Goose: Lowest numbers are found early Jan to mid-Feb, 
especially in the west, where rare. Thus good finds were the 5 at 
Scottsbluff SL 14 Jan (KD), a single at LO 27-28 Jan (MR), and 10 in 
Lincoln Co 28 Jan (MR). 

Graylag Goose: Apparently a group is using N.P. Dodge Park, Omaha, seen there 
19 Feb; these birds are apparently "a gift from the Humane Society" (JR). 

Snow Goose: Lowest numbers are in mid-Jan, and so significant were 1-4 at CL 5 
Jan-4 Feb (JR, GR, m. ob.) and one at BOL 16 Jan (MBe); rare westerly, 2 
were at LO 27 Jan (MR) and 2 in Lincoln Co 28 Jan (MR). By the end of 
Jan, large numbers were returning; 10,600 were in Clay Co 30 Jan (LR, 


6 Те Nebraska Bird Review ` Vol 84 Мо. 1 


RH). Peak count reported for the period was the 500,000 in Platte Co 26 
Feb (CNK), a record spring count for the east. 

Ross’s Goose: None were reported 1-30 Jan; outside these dates, small numbers 
were found in Snow Goose flocks as expected (m. ob.). 

Cackling Goose: Flocks of wintering Canada Geese may contain a few Cackling 
Geese, but groups of more than 5-10 in mid-winter are rare; the small group 
(up to 20) wintering at CL (m. ob.), increased to a surprising 50 on 16 Jan 
(BHe, MW). Good counts for the dates and locations were 250 in Buffalo 
Co 4 Jan (TJW), and 30 at Pier Park, Grand Island, 6 Jan (SM). Migrants 
arrived in late Jan, as the CL group increased to 100 on 30 Jan (BBr) and 
the 105 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 31 Jan outnumbered Canada Geese 
there (MW). 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and locally 
abundant winter visitor. 

Mute Swan: This species was recently added to the Nebraska Official List (Brogie, 
NBR 83: 125-138), and so observers reporting Mute Swans should provide 
details that might clarify provenance. A candidate for a wild bird was an 
unmarked near-ad at CL 7 Dec (D&JP) which associated with the many 
Trumpeter Swans there and remained at least through 7 Feb (MCe). 
Another possibility for wild birds was a group of 6 that arrived at Blair 26 
Jan 2015 (see Fall Report; this note updates that account) and was reduced 
to 5 a few weeks later, apparently by a coyote, but remained all summer. 
During Aug the group began regularly flying around the area and one 
departed by 20 Sep (CP), around the time an ad appeared at Prairie Queen 
L, Sarpy Co. The remaining 4 birds finally departed “before Christmas” 
(CP). There was no evidence that breeding took place; all birds were in ad 
(or near-ad.) plumage (CP). The oniy other report was of one in northeast 
Kearney 22 Jan, provenance unknown (ЈОЈ). 

Trumpeter Swan: Best count of wintering birds was the 83 at CL 4 Feb, including a 
pair with red collars and 2 juvs which had been absent for 3 weeks; red 
collars indicate MN, ГА, or MO as sources (JR). The count of 83 probably 
included early spring migrants; prior to 4 Feb high count was 63 on 14 Jan 
(JR). The CL tally declined to 25 on 6 Feb (SMa) and none were there 18 
Feb (JR). Elsewhere, 50+ were north of Stapleton 22 Jan (BL) and 41 were 
on the Calamus-Loup CBC 31 Dec (fide DH). 

Tundra Swan: For the 3rd winter in a row, this species wintered at CL, this year an 
ad and an imm were seen 5 Jan-14 Feb (JR, m. ob.). Apart from these CL 
sightings, there are only 2 other records of wintering in the state. 

Wood Duck: This species is regular in winter in the southeast in low numbers, but 
less than annual northwestward. The 12 at Pier Park, Grand Island, 6 Jan 
(SM) were at the westernmost known regular wintering location, but 
unexpected were one on the Scottsbluff CBC 19 Dec (fide AK, KD), 
another in North Platte 20-22 Dec (TJW), and two on the Calamus-Loup 
CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). 

Gadwall: The 24 at Scottsbluff SL 14 Jan (KD) was a good mid-winter count for 
this species, which winters from the Platte and North Platte River Valleys 
southward as conditions allow. Recent winters have seen more such 
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records; 37% of all records 12 Jan-5 Feb have been in the winters 2012- 
2013 to date. 

American Wigeon: The 62 at Scottsbluff SL 14 Jan (KD) was a good mid-winter 
count; as many as 100 have wintered in previous years at this location. This 
species winters in small numbers mostly in the Platte and North Platte River 
Valleys. 

American Black Duck: One in Merrick Co 19 Dec (fide WL) was a little westerly. 
Hybridization between this species and Mallard is reported more often; 
there are concerns about invasion by Mallard of the American Black Duck 
genotype. Two hybrids were reported this spring: one at LM 2 Jan (SJD) 
and another in Platte Co 7 Jan (SB). 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this locally abundant statewide winter visitor. 

Blue-winged Teal: Generally absent from the state after mid-Nov, there were 3 
reports of lingering birds, including a fem in Madison Co 13-15 Jan (WF); 
this is only the 3rd record for Jan of this species. Also tardy were 10 in Hall 
Co 12 Dec (fide CM) and 3 in Saunders Co | Dec (JGJ). All but two of the 
11 late Nov through Dec records have been since 2010. 

Northern Shoveler: Peak wintering tally at CL was 33 on 4 Feb (JR); wintering also 
occurs at Scottsbluff SL, where 13 were counted 14 Jan (KD) and 17 on 12 
Feb (KD). Pier Park in Grand Island hosts an interesting mix of wintering 
ducks (e.g. Wood Duck); 15 shovelers were still there 6 Jan (SM). There 
was an early influx 15-17 Feb: 9 birds in all were in Lincoln (TJW) and 
Buffalo (GHa) Cos 15 Feb, and 2 were at HL 17 Feb (LE). 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon winter visitor 
from North Platte and Platte River Valleys southward. 

Canvasback: Wintering occurs most often in the L McConaughy area, where as 
many as 293 were there as late as 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 5 were present 27 
Jan (MR), and at CL, where at least one was seen 13 Jan (MBe) and 2-4 
were present 31 Jan-4 Feb (EB, JR). The flock of 40 flying up the North 
Platte River near Roscoe 28 Jan (MR) may have been early migrants 
heading for L McConaughy. 

Redhead: Winter status of this species is similar to that of Canvasback, except, 
strangely, there were no reports from Г McConaughy. Other regular 
wintering locations, however, had a few birds. CL hosted up to 14, those on 
14 Jan (LE), and Scottsbluff SL had 11 on 14 Jan (KD). Elsewhere, two 
were in Madison Co 13-15 Jan (WF), one was at HL 14-16 Jan (TG, SKr, 
LE, EJR) and a likely early migrant was at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 31 
Jan (RSt). 

Ring-necked Duck: This diver and the previous two have similar winter status, 
although Ring-necked Duck tends to occur in higher numbers at favored 
locations in mid-winter, as well as on smaller bodies of water. There were 
44 at Scottsbluff SL 14 Jan (KD), but over-wintering numbers at CL peaked 
at only 8 on 8 Jan (JR). The 50 at LO 27 Jan (MR) and 34 near Roscoe 28 
Jan (MR) may have been early migrants, as were 11 on 30 Jan and 3 on 31 
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Jan at Г Wanahoo, Saunders Co, (PHo, RSt). Three were at HL 20 Jan 
(EJa). 

Greater Scaup: Best count was the 81 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD), and rather early 
were the 8 at LO 27 Jan (MR). None were reported 3-26 Jan. 

Lesser Scaup: Not unexpected were mid-winter (latter half of Jan) reports from 
Scottsbluff SL, where 2 were seen 14 Jan (KD), and CL, where one was 
present 14 Jan (LE). Unexpected away from these favored wintering 
locations were as many as 8 wintering at HL (m. ob.), one in Madison Co 
15 and 24 Jan (WF), and two in Dodge Co 14-16 Jan (CCr, GR). Excellent 
counts for the dates were the 459 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 60 at 
LO 27 Jan (MR). 

Surf Scoter: The only reports were of an imm at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 4-5 Dec 
(JGJ, EJR) and one rather late on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). This is the 
3rd Jan record for Nebraska; there are Feb and Mar records. 

White-winged Scoter: The first over-wintering record was of 1-2 at LO; 2 birds, at 
least one a male (CNK), were reported on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), 2 
were there 22 Jan (JGJ), a single male on 27 Jan (MR) and a single fem 21 
Feb (NA). These reports likely refer to the same 2 birds, the fem possibly 
lingering longer than the male. 

Black Scoter: The only report was of 3 rather late imms at CBL 3-5 Dec (LE, MW, 
BHe), declining to 2 on 6 Dec (EJR, EJa, EA) and one on 12 Dec (JGJ). 
Last dates are 16-17 Dec. 

Long-tailed Duck: The only report was of 2 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) which 
apparently wintered, as 2 were still present 21 Feb (NA) and there were 
sightings 22 (JGJ) and 27-28 Jan (MR). 

Bufflehead: The 402 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was an excellent count for 
the date. 

Common Goldeneye: One at CBL 4 Dec had an "almost entirely yellow/orange 
bill" (MW). Some Common Goldeneyes can be misidentifted as Barrow's 
Goldeneyes because of this uncommon feature. 

Barrow's Goldeneye: A male and a fem were identified at LO 27 Jan (MR); 
between 2 Jan and 21 Feb, singles, all listed as males, were reported there 
(fide SJD, JGJ, NA). The fem discovered in Lancaster Co 29 Nov (JGJ) 
remained only until 1 Dec (JGJ). 

Hooded Merganser: Over-wintering occurred at CL, with peak counts 22 on 8 Jan 
(JR) and 12 on 4 Feb (JR). There were early arrivals: one at L Wanahoo 31 
Jan (RSt), one at Prairie Queen L, Sarpy Со, 6-17 Feb (COI), and one in 
Dodge Co 7-14 Feb (CCr). These preceded an influx beginning 18 Feb (m. 
ob.). 

Common Merganser: Best count was an impressive 13,561 on the HCR CBC 21 
Dec (fide JGJ). High fall (through Dec) tallies are 36,119 to 48,000. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Over-wintering is less-than-annual, but a male 
persevered through the winter at CL (JR, m. ob.). There were several tardy 
individuals: 6 were in Sarpy Co 21 Dec (SQ), 2 on the North Platte CBC 22 
Dec (fide TJW), one at BOL 29 Dec (LE), and 14 on the LM CBC (fide 
SJD), where the species often over-winters in small numbers among the 

huge rafts of Common Mergansers. 


Ruddy Duck: CL continued as ап over-wintering location, the only regular site 
away from LO. A fem wintered (JR, m. ob.), and 3 more were present 31 
Jan (EB) although not thereafter. A surprise was one wintering at HL (m. 
ob.), only the second over-wintering record away from LO and CL. The 31 
on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was a good count for the date. Rather 
early were 4 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 19 Feb (SKr); previous early 
dates were 21-23 Feb. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species is doing very well at one of the northernmost 
extremities of its range in Loup Co, where 102 were tallied on the Calamus- 
Loup CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare regular resident 
northeast and north-central, rare in Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common regular resident 
north of the North Platte and Platte River Valleys in central and west, rare 
northeast; uncommon southwest Panhandle; rare casual south of Platte 
River east of Panhandle. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species is doing well in the central parts of its range. 
An amazing 500+ were tallied in Wheeler Co 3 Jan (SJD), and a North 
Platte CBC high was the 173 counted there 22 Dec (fide ТЛУ). Even at the 
extreme northeastern part of its Nebraska range, in Dixon Co, 30 were 
counted on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (fide BFH). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular 
resident statewide. 

Red-throated Loon: By far the latest of 20 fall records is of a juvenile on the L 
McConaughy CBC 2 Jan 2016 (SJD). Of the 20 records, 17 are in the 
period 26 Oct-25 Nov. 

Common Loon: None were reported; last expected fall dates are in mid-Dec, 
although there are several late Dec-early Jan records from LM. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rather late were 5 on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 2 in 
Dodge Co 2-3 Jan (CCr); previous last dates were 1,5,6 Jan. One in Buffalo 
Co 5 Feb (BBr) provided a rare mid-winter record. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular spring and fall 
migrant statewide. 

Red-necked Grebe: There were two reports of this rare statewide fall migrant. Four 
rather late birds on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) provided a new high 
count, with counts of 3 reported 3 times previously. In the east, one was at 
HL 1-3 Dec (TG, m. ob.). 

Eared Grebe: One on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was only the 3rd record for Jan, 
and another on the Lincoln CBC 19 Dec (fide LDi; BHe, et al.) was rather 
late; previous last expected dates were 18-19 Dec. 

Western Grebe: A good count for the late date was the 339 on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(fide SJD); there were no later reports suggesting over-wintering. One in 
Sarpy Co 7 Dec (WF) was second-latest on record for the east. 

Clark’s Grebe: The only report was of one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD); this is 
the 14th CBC record there. 

Double-crested Cormorant: This species is leaving later and arriving earlier. One 
in Dodge Co 28 Feb (CCr) was rather early; expected early dates are 27 
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Feb-2 Mar. Expected last fall dates are 20-22 Dec, thus there were severa] 
lingerers this fall: one was northerly for the date on the Calamus-Loup CBC 
30 Dec (fide DH), 4 were counted on the HCR CBC 21 Dec (fide JGJ), 13 
were on the Branched Oak-Seward CBC 20 Dec (fide JG), and one was at 
CL 19 Dec (MW). A group of 10-14 probably wintered at BOL; 14 were 
there 12 Jan (LE), but none were reported subsequently. 

American White Pelican: The 60 at HCR 20 Feb (BBr) were rather eatly; previous 
early dates were 21-25 Feb. Wintering occurred as expected at Sutherland 
Res; 5 were there 28 Jan (MR). 

Great Blue Heron: This species is a rare local winter visitor in the North Platte and 
Platte River Valleys and southward; thus unexpected was a northerly bird 
on the Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). 

Turkey Vulture: This species seems to arrive earlier every ycar. Previous early 
dates were 25-26 Feb, but there was a surprisingly early influx to eastern 
Nebraska: there were sightings of 1-4 birds 19-20 Feb at FL (RMa, m. ob.), 
singles in western Douglas Co 19 Feb (DSt), at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 
20 Feb (SQ), and in Lancaster Co 20 Feb (RSt). 

Osprey: Late dates for this species are not well-documented; one was seen briefly by 
an experienced observer on the Omaha CBC 19 Dec (ARy, fide BG). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular winter 
visitor statewide. 

Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular statewide winter 
visitor. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular statewide 
winter visitor. 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular statewide winter 
visitor. 

Northern Goshawk: There were 5 reports, more than usual of this rare winter 
visitor: a juv was at BOL 5 Dec (LE), a single was in the Calamus-Loup 
CBC circle count week (count date 30 Dec; fide DH), an imm was eating a 
coot at CL 1 Jan (AG), one was in Dixon Co 9 Feb (HWi), and a licensed 
falconer trapped a grey-phase bird near Taylor, Loup Co, 23 Jan (fide JGJ). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare winter visitor to the 
southeast. 

Red-tailed Hawk: The pale subspecies Вшео jamaicensis krideri 15 less-than-annual 
in winter, but 1s regular as a migrant. One at BOL 17 Feb (LE) may have 
been either. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular winter 
visitor statewide. 

Ferruginous Hawk: There are a few reports of this species in the east, generally not 
well-documented. This winter, a “dark juv" was well-described at BOL 12 
Feb (LE), while one in Hall Co 25 Feb (GAt) was at the east edge of the 
expected winter range. 

Golden Eagle: About as far east as possible for this rare eastward winter visitor 
were imms over ICSP 15 Feb (SQ, LF) and PSP 13-14 Feb (MB). Even 
less expected are easterly ads; one was on the PSP CBC 14 Dec (fide BFH). 
Another, age not noted, was in Saunders Со 15 Feb (J&LS). 
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Northern Goshawk is a rare winter visitor to north-central Nebraska; this individual was 
trapped and photographed in Loup Co 23 Jan by a licensed faiconer. 
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Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this uncommon local regular winter visitor to 
the North Platte Valley, central Niobrara Valley, and Dundy Co. 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular local winter visitor. 

Sandhill Crane: One at LNB 4 Dec (CNK) was tardy; last dates are 1-4 Dec, 
although wintering has occurred on occasion in the central Platte River 
Valley. 

Whooping Crane: The 6 birds that appeared at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer Co, 16 
Nov (CNK) remained until 1 Dec (JC, SSc); there are only two other Dec 
records. 

Killdeer: One at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 10 Feb (PHo) was rather early; non- 
wintering early dates are 10-11 Feb. 

Greater Yellowlegs: The second and third Feb records for the state were singles in 
Webster Co 21 Feb (MB) and Buffalo Co 27 Feb (MB). Expected early 
dates are 1-3 Mar and there are 4 records for Jan. 

Least Sandpiper: Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, hosted 1-2 on 19-25 Dec (JSS, m. 
ob.); these were counted on the Lincoln CBC 19 Dec. This was only the 
second Nebraska CBC record; the first was at Lincoln 16 Dec 2001 (fide 
LDi). This is also the latest of the 4 records all-time for Dec. Along with 
yellowlegs, this is one of the more likely shorebirds to linger late in fall. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Reports were routine of this rare regular local winter visitor 
statewide. 

American Woodcock: One in Lancaster Co 29 Feb (LE) was rather early; early 
dates аге 22-27 Feb. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: The only report was of a very late ad at LO 1 Jan (JR, 

photo) and present the next day for the LM CBC (fide SJD). Last expected 

dates are 6-9 Dec, but there are 5 later records through 3 Jan. Ads are 
rarely-reported in Nebraska. 


= 


This adult Black-legged Kittiwake lingered until 2 Jan 2016 at L МсСопацеһу (photo here 
| Jan by Justin Rink). Adults are rare in Nebraska. 
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Bonaparte’s Gull: There are currently only about 20 records for Dec-early Jan, and 
none of overwintering. Thus noteworthy tardy records were of 5 on the LM 
CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), and up to 15 at HCR through 26 Dec (MW, m. ob.). 

Franklin’s Gull: Two at CBL 11 Feb (LE) were very early, or possibly wintered in 
or near Nebraska; there are only two earlier Feb dates. 

Mew Gull: The two reports were 20th and 21st for fall; Mew Gull tends to occur in 
late fall rather than in winter, with only 3 of the total 36 records of the 
species in Jan. Singles were at HCR 20-21 Dec (JGJ) and Sutherland Res, 
Lincoln Co, | Jan (fide СМК). 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 

California Gull: Expected in winter only at LM, 1-3 were there 27 Dec-2 Jan (MR, 
fide SJD). Elsewhere, where rare, there were two reports: an ad and an imm 
were at L Maloney, Lincoln Co, 1 Dec (ТАУ), and one was on ће HCR 
CBC 21 Dec (fide JGJ). 

Herring Gull: Unusually, none were reported 6-27 Jan. Mid-winter numbers are 
highly variable, with highest mid-winter counts 1100 on 5 Feb 1999 and 
1500 on 15 Jan 1998. 

Thayer's Gull: Rare in mid-winter, at least one, an ad, probably wintered at LO; it 
was reported 2 Jan on the LM CBC (fide SJD) and 28 Jan (MR). A first- 
year bird was at LM 21 Feb (NA). The only other reports were of 1-2 ads at 
BOL 13-21 Feb (LE, GR, EJR). 

Thayer's Gull: Rare in mid-winter, at least one, an ad, probably wintered at LO; it 
was reported 2 Jan on the LM CBC (fide SJD) and 28 Jan (MR). A first- 
year bird was at LM 21 Feb (NA). The only other reports were of 1-2 ads at 
BOL 13-21 Feb (LE, GR, EJR). 

Iceland (Kumlien's) Gull: A pale gull at LM 23-28 Jan (JGJ photo, MR) was 
judged to be a 3rd-year bird which had a grayish distal tail band and hints of 
a Thayer's-like “venetian blind” appearance in its primaries. Another ad, in 
similar plumage to the LO bird, was at BOL 28 Feb (NA, photo). These are 
the 13th winter and 9th spring records respectively. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: This species is ап uncommon regular migrant in 
Nebraska, but less-than-annual in mid-winter (4 Jan-2 Feb), when there are 
only 8 records. The 9th was provided by two 3rd-year birds at LM 1-28 Jan 
(JR, MR, m. ob.). Two migrants appeared during the period, a first-year at 
LO 21 Feb (NA), and an ad at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 21-24 Feb (MW, 
m. ob.), probably the same bird seen that day at CBL (MW, ВНе). 

Glaucous Gull: The only reports were from Lancaster Co, where possibly the same 
juv was present 5-22 Dec (LE, m. ob.) and it or possibly two were at BOL 
10-18 Feb (LE, m. ob.) and Lincoln city lakes 20-21 Feb (LE, m. ob.). 

Rock Pigeon: Lincoln is the center for abundance of this species; this year's Lincoln 
CBC was down а bit at 1707 (fide LD1), third-highest Lincoln CBC count 
on record after 2693 on 20 Dec 2014 апа 2309 оп 18 
Dec 2010. There were 2418 counted on the Grand Island CBC 12 Dec (fide 
CM). 
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This 3rd-year Kumlien's Gull was at 
photographed 23 Jan by Joel Jorgensen. 
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L Ogallala 23-28 Jan 2016 (ЈОЈ, MR), here 


Eurasian Collared-Dove: This species is by far most numerous in the west, but is 
increasing significantly east of the Panhandle; CBCs reflect this 
distribution, with Scottsbluff reporting 943 (fide AK), North Platte 310 
(fide TW), НСК 142 (new high count; fide ЈОЈ), and Omaha 31 (new high 
count; fide BG). 

White-winged Dove: Overwintering is a recent phenomenon in the state, first noted 
in a Scottsbluff yard 2009-2010, although there has been only one other 
record since then. This winter there were a surprising 4 overwintering 
reports: one wintered in the same yard as the 2009-2010 record in 
Scottsbluff (RSg), one wintered in a Kearney yard, joined by a second bird 
21 Jan (BBr), one was in ап Ogallala yard (JO), and as many as 3 (on 22 
Jan) were in an Aurora yard (DMi). 

Mourning Dove: Unexpected were 2 in a Gordon yard 13-15 Feb (BWo), and 12 in 
Loup Co 14 Feb (DDa). These are only the 5th and 6th mid-winter (7 Nov- 
12 Mar) reports west of Boone and Antelope Cos and north of the Platte 
River Valleys. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide regular resident 
and rare regular winter visitor. 

Snowy Owl: There was a good showing of Snowies this winter; reports of least 12 
were received statewide 7 Dec-16 Feb (m. ob.), a number comparable to the 
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“echo” flight following the huge invasion of around 200 in winter 2011- 
2012. Most winters have fewer than 10 reports. 

Barred Owl: One found dead in the Menard’s parking lot in North Platte 4 Dec 
(TJW) is the 3rd record from North Platte, following reports there in 2006 
(found dead; photo) and 2007 (found dead; photo). The possibility was 
raised (TJW), however, that a semi-tractor may have hit the bird in eastern 
Nebraska and carried it west on I-80. 

Long-eared Owl: Best tally of wintering birds was a moderate 6 at BOL 10 Feb 
(SSc). 

Short-eared Owl: Best counts of wintering birds were in the LM area; 4 were there 
22 Jan (JGJ) and 3 were in fields on the north side of LO 27 Jan (MR). 
Seven were counted on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Only one was reported, heard calling at Keller Park, 
Brown Co, 22 Feb (WF). Wintering birds may occur statewide. 


Gull. 


Belted Kingfisher: This species probably has the most “Reports were routine” 
notations of any in these reports. To break the string, a good count of 10 
was reported on the Lincoln CBC 19 Dec (fide LDi). High CBC counts are 
11-16. 
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Red-headed Woodpecker: Numbers were low this winter; none were found at ICSp 
15 Feb where usually they winter in good numbers (SQ), and only two were 
found on the Omaha CBC 19 Dec (fide BG) and one on the Lincoln CBC 
19 Dec (fide LDi). None were reported, even in the southeast, 27 Dec-12 
Feb. A good find for the date and northerly location was an imm in Keya 
Paha Co 18 Feb (WF); this is only the 3rd mid-winter (3 Oct-20 Apr) record 
in the north. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common southeastern, 
uncommon northwestern, rare Panhandle resident. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Good numbers were in the south and southeast; 7 were 
on the Lincoln CBC 19 Dec (fide LD1) and 4 on the HCR CBC 21 Dec (fide 
JGJ). Four were at FL 17 Dec (JR). There were 3 reports westward in the 
Platte River Valley; one was at Cottonmill Park, Kearney, 30 Dec and 18 
Jan (BBr, BET), 2 in a North Platte yard 2 Jan-15 Feb (JP) and one on the 
CBC there 22 Dec (fide ТЛУ), and one оп the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: The usual few “red-shafted” flickers made it to the east (BHe, 
EJR, HTe, TJW); the Lincoln CBC reported two among the total of 39 
Northern Flickers. 

Pileated Woodpecker: All reports were from the currently-known Missouri River 
Valley locations in Washington, Douglas, Sarpy, Otoe, Nemaha, and 
Richardson Сов (m. ob.). 

American Kestrel: Rarest in the northwest in mid-winter, singles in Cherry Co 22 
Jan (TLa), Dawes Co 18 Jan (SLe), and Box Butte Co 6 Jan (RSg) were 
noteworthy. 

Merlin: The northern breeding subspecies Falco columbarius columbarius has been 
thought to be a rare winter visitor in Nebraska, but the last two winters have 
had 3 records each. This winter, singles were in Douglas Co 4 Jan (SMa), 
Lincoln Co 31 Jan (BBi), and Kearney Co 7 Feb (LR, ЕН). 

Peregrine Falcon: Apart from the resident birds in Omaha and Lincoln, Feb reports 
are few; singles in Saunders Co 26 Feb (GR), possibly one of the Omaha 
birds, and in Sherman Co 27 Feb (MB) were only the 10th and 11th such 
records. 

Prairie Falcon: Easternmost were singles in Washington Co 2, 22, and 24 Jan, 
probably the same bird wintering in the area (GR, JR, fide JT) and Dodge 
Co 17 Dec (fide D&JP). 

Gyrfalcon: There were no reports of this rare winter visitor. 

Loggerhead Shrike: None were reported of this rare, annual winter visitor in the 
southeast. 

Northern Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular winter visitor 
statewide. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this erratic, enigmatic, supposedly common 
winter visitor west. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species is in dire straits currently in Nebraska, but a 
bright spot was its “reappearance” in Madison Co, with 3 on the Norfolk 
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CBC 19 Dec (fide DH) and one between Madison and Norfolk 11 Dec 
(WF). On the other hand, the HCR CBC 21 Dec found none, compared 
with 3 last year and an average of 24 per year 1996-2001 (fide JGJ). The 
North Platte CBC had 5 this year, the best count for 2008-2015, but 
insignificant compared to the count’s record of 194 in 1938 (fide TJW). 
Scotts Bluff and Keith Cos are the species’ stronghold at present; 24 were 
on the Scottsbluff CBC 19 Dec (fide AK), there were 8 additional reports 
from Scotts Bluff Co of 1-6 birds (m. ob.), the LM CBC had 21 (fide SJD), 
3 were at Ogallala Cem 23 Jan (JGJ), and one was near Roscoe 28 Jan 
(MR). Finally, a surprise was 2 in Dawson Co 23 Jan (RL), where there 
have not been recent reports. 

American Crow: This species can occur in huge flocks on occasion; 1000 were in 
cedar canyons in southeastern Lincoln Co 14 Feb (LD), and 3000 were 
reported on the Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). High all-time CBC 
counts are 5223-9602 and non-CBC highs are 3000-4500. 

Common Raven: A rather bizarre occurrence was the sudden appearance of 3 
Common Ravens at the North Platte Applebee’s for the North Platte CBC 
22 Dec (EB; fide TJW). The next day, one was at the local Burger King 
(TJW) and another was seen in the same area (MU). They have not been 
seen since. In Oklahoma and Kansas Common Ravens are “getting out in 
the open plains, and should be considered а viable option, іп winter 
especially” (JAG). 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common southeastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: This species was widely-reported in low numbers, about a 
normal winter; 25 were reported on CBCs. Best non-CBC count was 6, ina 
North Platte subdivision 14 Feb (MBr). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular winter 
visitor away from breeding range (central, east, and northwest). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common regular resident west, local 
north. 

Brown Creeper: The 6 at Ft. Kearny SRA, Buffalo Co, 16 Jan (BBr) and also at 
Elmwood Park, Omaha, 7 Feb (SMa) 7 Feb tied the high count for this 
species, typically a low-density winter visitor, more common eastward. The 
11 on the Ames CBC 17 Dec was a count high there (fide D&JP). These 
sightings suggest higher numbers than usual in the east, and, together with 
the absence of reports this winter west of Buffalo Co, suggests an eastward 
shift in wintering birds. 

Rock Wren: The only winter records are two from LM, where one was seen 21 Dec 
2003 (LR, RH; Brogie 2005), and this winter one on 18 Feb; it was said to 
occur there “each winter on the rocks” (J&GB). 

Winter Wren: Wintering occurs most years in the extreme southeast, although 
survival might be low as there are few Mar records. This winter reports 
were widespread there, with at least 8 individuals reported for Feb (m. ob.). 
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Surprising were 3 on the LM CBC (fide SJD), although there are а few 
other mid-winter reports from Keith Co. 

Marsh Wren: Only 4 were reported, although this species winters in low numbers at 
favored locations mostly in the North Platte River Valley and centra] 
Niobrara River Valley. Thus perhaps not unexpected was one at Agate 
Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, 16 Jan (KD). Along the North Platte River 
Valley, one was on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and another was reported 
during Count Week for the North Platte CBC 22 Dec (fide ТЛУ). Е inally 
one was in Lincoln 16 Jan (EJa). | 

Carolina Wren: Westerly birds in the south included 2 on the HCH CBC 21 Dee 
(fide ЈОЈ, ТЛ№), a known summer location, and 1-2 in a Grand Island yard 
28 Dec-9 Jan (SM), where summering is not known. This species occurs on 
occasion north and west of its Nebraska breeding range. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Most reports, as expected, were from the southeast and 
south, west to LM, where 29 were found on the CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), but 
there was a noteworthy northerly report of one on the Calamus-Loup CBC 
30 Dec (fide DH). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: As expected, reports were from the south and southeast 
through Jan (m. ob.), with westernmost one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide 
SJD), and a surprising 4 near North Platte 15 Feb (TJW), the only Feb 
report this winter. Reports in Jan have increased in recent years. 

Eastern Bluebird: The 234 on the Branched Oak L-Seward CBC 20 Dec (fide JG) 
was second-highest CBC tally for the state, after the 286 on the same count 
in 2011. Wintering occurs in the south and southeast, but few remain into 
Feb-early Mar; thus the 8 in Lincoln Co 15 Feb (TJW) were noteworthy. 

Mountain Bluebird: The major known wintering area is in southern Lincoln and 
adjacent counties to the south; at least 45 were counted during Jan (ТЛУ). 
Wintering occurs but is sporadic in the north, although this winter there 
were reports as far east as Dixon Co, where one was on the PSP CBC 14 
Dec (fide ВЕН). There was a "large flock" at Halsey NNF 30 Jan (LR, 
RH), and along the Niobrara River Valley in Boyd Co 4-5 were found 18 
Feb (WF). 

Townsend's Solitaire: This was a very low year for this species; the Scottsbluff 
CBC 19 Dec found only one (fide AK), and a veteran observer there noted, 
*Maybe I just wasn't in the right places, but they seemed scarce this 
winter.” (AK). Only 24 (14 of these at LM) were found on all CBCs, none 
east of North Platte, and only 16 were reported otherwise, notably one 
southeasterly in Jefferson Co 23 Jan (ЈОЈ) and another in Kearney 15 Feb 
(BBr). 

Hermit Thrush: Although this species is often reported on Dec CBCs in the 
southeast, mid-winter and over-wintering reports are scarce. Only the 7th 
documented record of over-wintering was of 1-2 at BOL 1-2 Jan (MW, LE), 
15 Jan (BHe), and 24 Jan (2; BHe, MW). One survived at least to 11 Jan at 
FL (CNK). One on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was only the 7th winter 
record away from the east; its subspecies was not noted. 
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American Robin: This species often occurs in winter in huge flocks in areas with 
extensive cedars; 10,000 were in the cedar canyons of southeastern Lincoln 
Со 8 Jan (TJW). High winter count is 20,000 in Brown Со. 

Varied Thrush: The only report of this less-than-annual winter visitor was of one at 
Cairo, Hall Co 18 Jan-13 Feb (WL fide D&JP, m. ob.). 

Brown Thrasher: Over-wintering occurs in the southeast and is less-than-annual. 
Two were reported in early Feb, both likely wintering: one at FF 1 Feb 
(CNK) and one at a Heron Haven feeder, Omaha, 12 Feb (JFu). 

European Starling: Best CBC tally was 6557 on the Norfolk CBC 19 Dec (fide 
DH), and best mid-winter non-CBC was 5000 on 10 Jan near North Platte 
(TJW). Highest CBC tallies are 33,000+ to 250,000+. 

American Pipit: The only report was of one (reported on eBird as 2) on the 
Scottsbluff CBC 19 Dec (fide AK, KD), one of only 6 total Nebraska 
records for Dec, including 4 on CBCs. There are no Jan-Feb records for the 
species. 

Bohemian Waxwing: The only report of this erratic winter visitor was about as far 
east as possible; 2 were on the PSP CBC 14 Dec (BFH). This species is 
less-than-annual in the east. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor. 

Smith’s Longspur: A major surprise was the presence of up to 9 at SCP 21-26 Feb 
(MW, m. ob.), only the 3rd record for Feb in Nebraska, the others 5 Feb 
1959 Nemaha Co and 12 Feb 1988 Lancaster Co. This species winters 
regularly north to the Flint Hills of east-central Kansas; previous early dates 
for spring arrivals in Nebraska are 31 Mar-1 Apr with an earlier date 21 
Mar. Whether these SCP birds were early migrants or were wintering is 
conjectural, but this group of sightings joins many other instances in this 
Seasonal Report of early spring arrivals and unexpected winter dates. In 
addition, one was in Lancaster Co 1 Dec (LE); there are only 4 later dates in 
Dec, none in Jan. 

Snow Bunting: This species was in higher numbers than usual; there were 4 flocks 
of 50-100 in Dixon Co and 75 in Knox Co 11 Jan (JJ). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: Most unexpected was one at Conestoga L, Lancaster 
Co, 27-28 Feb (BHe, photo), the first record for Nebraska for Jan-Feb. 
Whether it wintered in the vicinity or was a very early migrant is 
conjectural, although it is probably most likely to have traveled north with 
early migrant Yellow-rumped Warblers, although only 1-2 of the latter were 
reported on the eBird checklists for the two days (BHe). As noted for 
Smith's Longspur, this is another unprecedented mid-winter record; 
wintering is expected north only to Oklahoma and Arkansas. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: A surprise was one on the LM CBC 2 Jan 
(SJD); this is the 3rd winter record of this subspecies, all from LM. One in 
Lancaster Co 24 Jan was judged to be a hybrid with "Myrtle" Warbler (NA, 
BHe, MW); of the 3 records of this hybrid, 2 are in winter, one at LM and 
this record. It seems that close examination of Yellow-rumped Warblers 
would yield тоге records of both easterly Audubon’s and 
hybrids/introgressants. 
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Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Following last winter’s invasion of wintering 
birds, within which there were an unprecedented number of Feb records, 
there was a moderate repeat this year, all from the southeast. Wintering has 
occurred at BOL since about 2007, and this winter as many as 8 were there 
during Feb (RSt, LE); probably wintering were singles in Seward Co 12 and 
29 Feb (LE), singles at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 18 and 27-28 Feb (LE, 
BHe), and singles at PL 14 Feb (SSc) and 26 Feb (LE). Another single was 
in Cass Co 29 Feb (KSc). These Feb reports bring the all-time total of such 
reports to 41, 21 of these in the last two winters. There were reports in Jan 
as far west as LM, where 27 were counted on the CBC there 2 Jan (fide 
SJD) and 2 were there 28 Jan (MR); in Lincoln Co one was found 6 Jan 
(TJW). 

Spotted Towhee: This species 1$ rare but annual in winter from the Platte River 
Valley south, although scarcer westward; one was on the North Platte CBC 
20 Dec (fide TJW) and one wintered at a Buffalo Co feeder (BBr). In the 
southeast, mid-winter reports were of one in Merrick Co 9 Jan (SM), one in 
Cass Co 13 Jan (GJo), singles at FF 14 Jan (EB) and 18 Jan (JCr), and 4 
there 1 Feb (CNK), one in northeastern Douglas Co 20 Feb (JR), one at 
SCP 21-24 Feb (MW, m. ob.), and one in Lincoln 25 Feb (TG). 

Eastern Towhee: Most winters, most leave, with a few wintering but less-than- 
annually. The only reports were of 2 on the DeSoto-Boyer CBC 2 Jan (fide 
JT), one on the Omaha CBC 19 Dec (fide BG), and one in southeastern 
Washington Co 23 Feb (JR). 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter 
visitor. 

Chipping Sparrow: The only report was of a tardy bird at Schramm Park RA, Sarpy 
Co, 29 Dec (RW); this is only the 12th report after mid-Nov, including one 
of over-wintering. 

Vesper Sparrow: One in Lancaster Co 28 Jan (SCo) was only the 5th record for Jan, 
and the latest for that month. 

Black-throated Sparrow: One in a Creighton yard 5 Dec-10 Jan (MB, m. ob.) was 
Nebraska's 7th record of the species; the 4 over-wintering records are all 
from the east in the period 4 Dec-12 Apr. 

Savannah Sparrow: This relatively cold-tolerant species is known to have over- 
wintered twice, but there are only 5 additional reports for Feb. This winter, 
there were 3 more: one was at BOL 4 Feb (LE), 2 were at Boyer NWR, 
Washington Co, and one was in Otoe Co 22 Feb (SQ). Expected wintering 
occurs north to southeast KS. 

Fox Sparrow: This species winters each year in low numbers in the southeast, 
although this year there were only 2 reports in Feb. A total of 21 were 
reported on CBCs, all in the southeast, including 9 on the Branched Oak L- 
Seward CBC 20 Dec (fide JG). Good tallies were the 4 at FF 14 Jan (EB) 
and a surprising 8 there 1 Feb (СМК). BOL is a favored site in winter; there 
were reports of up to 3 there through 24 Jan (MW, BHe, m. ob.). Boyer 
Chute NWR 15 also a good place to look; one was there 24 Jan (GR). There 
were 2 additional mid-winter reports: singles in Saline Co 31 Jan (BHe) and 
in Nuckolls Co 26 Feb (DE, photo). 
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Song Sparrow: Wintering birds occur every winter from the North Platte and Platte 
Valleys southward and in the east; elsewhere they are rare, with the only 
such reports this winter of one in Sioux Co 13 Feb (KD) and 2 on the 
Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec (fide DH). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: There is a good number of reports over the years on CBCs of 
mostly single birds; this year there were 3 at Omaha 19 Dec (fide BG) and 4 
at DeSoto-Boyer 2 Jan (fide JT), but Jan reports are scarce, and there were 
only previous 5 records in all for Feb. This winter, there were 2 reports for 
Feb: one was at BOL 4-13 Feb (LE, m. ob.), and one was in Lincoln 13 Feb 
(GMa). 

Swamp Sparrow: None were reported after 3 Jan, when 3 were at FF (AG) and 2 at 
N.P. Dodge Park, Omaha (SMa). The only CBC report was of 5 at Omaha 
19 Dec (fide BG). Over-wintering is less-than-annual. 

White-throated Sparrow: All reports, as expected, were from the southeast through 
the period, but numbers were moderate at best, with highest count only 8, in 
Omaha 25 Dec (SMa). Feb reports were numerous, high count 6-7 in the 
Heron Haven, Omaha, vicinity 9-21 Feb (KGo, BP). 
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Chis Black-throated Sparrow, Nebraska's 7th, was at the Mark Brogie feeder in Creighton 
Dec-10 Jan 2015-2016, here photographed by Roger Dietrich 8 Dec. 
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Harris’s Sparrow: This species is uncommon westward; however, there were 13-15 
at a North Platte feeder 12-14 Feb (MBr), and singles at a rural North Platte 
yard 2 Jan and 13 Feb (VC). 

White-crowned Sparrow: This species winters uncommonly from the North Platte 
and Platte River Valleys southward, usually in small numbers, with Scotts 
Bluff Co a major exception, this winter exemplified by an amazing count- 
high 446 on the Scottsbluff CBC 19 Dec (fide AK). In the east, best CBC 
tally was 30, at DeSoto-Boyer 2 Jan (fide JT) and non-CBC count only14, 
at BOL 12 Feb (LE). A good central count was the 32 in Dawson Co 11 
Feb (CGr). 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: The only report of this uncommon western 
winter visitor was of one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (SJD). This is the east edge 
of the winter range. 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide 
winter visitor. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: As observers study juncos more carefully, this form is 
being reported more often in the east. It is probably fairly common 
statewide. Reports were of 1-4 from several locations in Douglas and Sarpy 
Cos (SMa). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: The usual few appeared in the east. On the Lincoln 
CBC 19 Dec there were 10 Oregons and 902 Slate-coloreds (1% of 
identified Oregon + Slate-colored) (fide LDi) and on the Scottsbluff CBC 
19 Dec there were 175 Oregons and 29 Slate-colored (86%) (fide AK). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Only the 13th and 14th eastern winter reports were 
of singles in Otoe Co 4 Dec (SQ) and at FF 14 Jan (EB). Better 
documentation of eastern reports is needed; only one has tangible 
documentation. 

Northern Cardinal: The small population in Scotts Bluff Co continues; 2 were on 
the Scottsbluff CBC 19 Dec (fide AK), and “the first in months" was back 
at a Mitchell yard 30 Dec (KD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: A basic-plumaged bird at HL 1 Dec (TG) was only the 
6th record for Dec; there are no Jan-Feb records. 

Dickcissel: Only the 10th record for Dec-Feb was of one in Harlan Co 20 Dec (JGJ, 
photo); of the 10 records, all from the south and east, 7 are in Dec. Most 
winter records are at feeders, often with House Sparrows. 

Red-winged Blackbird: First birds on territory were reported from Scotts Bluff Co 
12 Feb (KD), about on time. A record large mid-winter flock of 25,000 was 
in the Brady-Maxwell area of Lincoln Co 30 Dec and 15 Jan (TJW). 

Eastern Meadowlark: The available evidence suggests that most if not all depart 
the state in mid-winter, except possibly for the south and east; presumed 
returning birds were first heard 20 Feb at BOL (TG). 

Western Meadowlark: First singing was heard in Sarpy Co 17 Feb (EB). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird; A male with Red-winged Blackbirds in Buffalo Co 15 
Feb (GHa) was rather early; previous early dates were 17-19 Feb. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is a regular though rare winter visitor in the North 
Platte and Platte River Valleys west to North Platte, and in the east, 
westerly were 40 on the North Platte CBC 22 Dec (fide TJW), and 3 near 
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North Platte 28 Jan (MR). Spring movement is detectable in late Feb, when 
reports increase. BOL hosted 16 on 17 Feb (LE), and the 39 at Brewster 26 
Feb (JJ) had progressed north of the expected winter range. Best CBC tally 
was the 80 at Branched Oak-Seward 20 Dec (fide JG). 

Brewer’s Blackbird: This species is a rare winter visitor from the North Platte and 
Platte River Valleys southward; it is less often-reported in the Panhandle, 
but one in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 20 Jan (KD, photo) led the observer to 
note that winter sightings were increasing there (KD). Other westerly 
reports included one on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 10 at a Lincoln 
Co feedlot 28 Jan (MR). 

Common Grackle: Westernmost mid-winter reports were of 3-6 in Buffalo Co 12- 
13 Jan (BBr). This species is an uncommon winter visitor, usually singles, 
in the southeast. 

Great-tailed Grackle: The only CBC reports were of 171 at Grand Island 12 Dec 
(fide CM) and 150 at North Platte 22 Dec (fide TTIW). These two locations 
host significant winter flocks; North Platte hosts a flock of around 150 each 
winter (TJW), and 330 were in Grand Island 6 Jan (SM). Migrants arrived 
with a bang in mid-Feb, when an amazing flock of 525 was found in Hall 
Co 13 Feb (MW, photo). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: A few winter most years in the southeast, but an 
unusually high count for the date was the 30 with starlings in a Douglas Co 
feedlot 6 Jan (SMa). One on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD) was westerly. 


ao 


This fem/imm Pine Grosbeak wintered at Forest Lawn Cem, Omaha, 19 Dec-9 Feb, found by 


Ben Heppner and photographed here 20 Dec by Brian Peterson. 
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Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: The only report of this uncommon northwestern winter 
visitor was of a single bird on the LM CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD); this record is 
outside the usual Scotts Bluff and Sioux Co winter range, but was preceded 
by a video-recorded bird in Ogallala 3-4 Jan 2009. 

Pine Grosbeak: A long-staying individual appeared at FL 19 Dec (BHe) and stayed 
through 9 Feb (m. ob., photos). It was variously considered to be a hatch 
year bird of indeterminate gender, or an ad fem. The only other report was 
of 3 in Lancaster Co | Feb (LE). 

Purple Finch: This species was widely-reported in small numbers in the eastern half 
of the state; westernmost was one at an LM feeder 14 Feb (J&GB). Best 
non-CBC count was 10 in Cuming Co 13 Feb (ABe); 11 were on the 
Lincoln CBC 19 Dec (fide 1.02). 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Cassin’s Finch: This species is annual but rare in the west from the North Platte 
River Valley northward. The only report was of 3 on the Crawford CBC 31 
Dec (KD, fide B& DW). 

Red Crossbill: There were only 3 reports; the only CBC report was of 2 on the LM 
CBC 2 Jan (fide SJD), one was photographed in Buffalo Co 21 Feb (BBr), 
and up to 10 wintered in FL 20 Dec-14 Jan (BP, JR, m. ob.). Nebraska’s 
breeding crossbills are Type 2, but interestingly, spectrograms of 25 Dec 
recordings of the Forest Lawn birds determined they were Type 3, “Western 
Hemlock Crossbill’”, which breeds in northern coastal areas of the western 
United States and occurs eastward on occasion in winter. The photo of the 
Buffalo Co bird (BBr) shows it to be probably the large-billed Type 2. 

White-winged Crossbill: The only report was of a single bird in Seward Co 15 Jan 
(CD fide JG; photo). 

Common Redpoll: There was a moderate showing this winter, with reports 
statewide 17 Dec- 14 Feb (т. ob.); best count was the 22 in Boyd Co 3 Jan 
(RSt). Best CBC tallies were 20 at LM 2 Jan (fide SJD) and 17 at Crawford 
31 Dec (fide B&DW). 

Pine Siskin: Good numbers were reported statewide, best non-CBC count the 55 in 
Dakota Co 13 Feb (TDo); best CBC tally was 115 at Scottsbluff 19 Dec 
(fide AK). 

American Goldfinch: Numbers this winter were high, with the 2nd and 3rd-highest 
counts on record the 300 estimated at both PSP 13 Feb (PHo, MKo) and 
BOL 24 Jan (BHe, MW). High count remains 320. 

Evening Grosbeak: None were reported of this uncommon and erratic northwestern 
winter visitor, less-than-annual elsewhere. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide resident. 
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Woodland birds. For our color photo section this year we asked especially 
for photos of birds in woodland settings. The images on this page and the 
following three pages show birds that spend all or part of their lives in areas 
dominated by trees, from deep woods to forested edges. 


Above: Swainson's Thrush, үөү чеч 
Douglas Co., 14 Мау 2016. 
Photo by Craig Crews. 


Above: Prothonotary Warbler, Marsh Trail, 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 7 June 2016. 
Photo by John Carlini. 


Below: Varied Thrush and Hairy Woodpecker, 
in the photographer’s yard, southwest Howard 
Co., Jan 2016. Photo by William Lemburg. 


Above: Acadian F lycatcher, Indian Cave 
SP, Richardson Co., 16 Aug 2015. 
Photo by John Carlini. 
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Woodland birds 


Right: White-eyed Vireo, Fontenelle 
Forest, Sarpy Co., 5 May 2016. 
Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Below: Broad-winged Hawk, Lake 
Ogallala, Keith Co., May 2009. 


Above: Long-eared Owl, Holmes Photo by Carlos Grande. 


Lake, Lincoln, Lancaster Co., 
7 Dec. 2015. Photo by John Carlini. 


Le 
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Left: Great Crested Flycatcher, Missouri River 
Trail, Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 8 June 
2014. Photo by John Carlini. 
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Chestnut-sided Warbler, 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 
i Lancaster Co., 14 May 2016. 
15 Photo by John Carlini. 
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Ruby-crowned Kinglet, rural 
Richardson Co., 1 April 2016. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 


Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
near Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., Oct. 2013. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 


Bay-breasted Warbler, 
Fontenelle Forest, 


Sarpy Co., 12 May 2016. 
Photo by Phil Swanson. 
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E Left: Blackpoll Warbler, Fontenelle 
E Forest, Sarpy Co., May 2008. 
Photo by Carlos Grande. 
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Above: Eastern Towhee, Hidden Lake 
Trail, Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 

6 May 2016. Photo by Karen Kader. 
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Above: Tennessee Warbler, photographer’s 
yard, Papillion, Sarpy Co., 13 May 2016. 
Photo by Phil Swanson. 


Below: Eastern Screech-Owl, photographer’s 
yard near 120th and О Sts., Omaha, Douglas 
Co., 6 April 2016. Photo by Karen Kader. 
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Above: Green Heron, Wehrspann Lake 
wetland, Sarpy Co., 15 May 2016. 
Photo by Tom Manion. 
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Photo Quiz How good are your identification skills? What birds are these? 
The species in these photos can be seen in Nebraska. Answers will be pub- 
lished in the next issue of the Nebraska Bird Review and also on NEBirds. 


1. Above: Photographer's yard, Fremont, Dodge 
Co., 12 May 2016. Photo by Ken Shuster.  ; 
Џ кё 
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2. Above: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 
Aug. 2003. Photo by Carlos Grande. 


X. “Above: Fontenelle Е orest, Sarpy 
15 Мау 2016. Photo by Deb Miller. 


4. Right: South of Friend, 
Fillmore Co., 19 Sept. 2015. 
Photo by Joel Jorgensen. 
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Below: Great Blue Heron, Niobrara River 
south of Norden, Keya Paha Co., 
10 June 2016. Photo by Clem Klaphake. 
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Above: Caspian Tern, | Ritz Lake, F remont, | Eu 
Dodge Co., 29 June 2016. Photo by Ken Shuster. шаа а 


ж 
* 


Above: Buff-breasted Sandpipers, south of 
Grafton, Fillmore Co., 5 May 2016. Photo 
by Joel Jorgensen. 


Right: Cattle Egret, Springer WPA, Hamilton - 
Co., 24 May 2016. Photo by Deb Miller. 
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Above: Mississippi Kite, North Platte, Lincoln Co., 26 Aug. 2015. Photo by John Carlini. 


= Below: White-winged Dove, 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 26 April 2016. 
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Above: Snow Buntings, DeSoto NWR 
Christmas Bird Count, near Boyer Chute, 
Washington Co., 2 Jan. 2016. Photo by 
Sylvia Hanson. 


Below: Sleeping Black-bellied Plover, 
southeast Cedar Co., | May 2016. 
Photo by Jan Johnson. 
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* Intermediate Northern Flicker showing 
_ gray face and red ‘whisker’ (red-shafted 
| traits) and red nape crescent (yellow- 
| shafted trait), Chadron State Park, 

= Dawes Co., 14 Sept. 2014. Photo by 
27% Josh Lefever. (See Chadron banding 
14/3 article beginning on the facing page.) 


Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco, 
Chadron State Park, 

Dawes Co., 8 Oct. 2015. 
Photo by Josh Lefever. 

(See Chadron banding article 
beginning on the facing page.) 
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Above: Mourning Doves, Oniaha, Douglas Co., 
29 May 2016. Photo by Patsy McQuade. 


Right: Eastern Phoebe, Owen Marina, ji " i g^ 
Mahoney State Park, Lancaster Co., [o d 
20 Apr. 2014. Photo by Eric Patdu. | 
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Eight Years of Bird Banding ш Nebraska’s 
Chadron State Park 


Josh Lefever 
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 


jel260@gmail.com 


Driving across the open rolling plains of western Nebraska will lull any 
traveler into a mundane trance, as the monotonous scenery blends together into a 
mixture of grass and sky skirting through one’s periphery. In the heat of a late 
summer’s day, the prairie is enlivened only by the occasional glimpse of a Western 
Meadowlark standing nervously atop a roadside fencepost, or perhaps the sudden 
flash of a Western Kingbird jumping into the air to catch an insect before dropping 
back down to its perch. As one moves through the state’s northwest corner, steeper 
and steeper hills soon give way to a surprising sight for the unsuspecting. The 
prairie is suddenly halted by an impressive ridge line of forested buttes and canyons, 
and one is quickly engulfed by the Ponderosa Pine forest of Nebraska’s Pine Ridge. 
This geologically and ecologically distinct region is a forested oasis for both people 
and wildlife, and serves as a critically important stopover site for many migrating 
birds. Each autumn since 2008, the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies has sent a 
trained biclogist to capture, band, and collect data on the birds that make use of the 
region on their journey south. Operating dates for the station have been September 6 
to 25, 2008, August 30 to October 2, 2009, September 1 to October 1, 2010, August 
31 to October 3, 2011, September 10 to October 3, 2012, August 31 to October 3, 
2013, August 30 to October 2, 2014, and August 23 to October 9, 2015. Eight years 
of mist-netting at Chadron State Park, in the heart of the Pine Ridge, has given 
insights into the unique assemblage of birds found there, and how alteration by fire 
can affect birds’ use of the habitat. 


The Chadron State Park banding station is located on a hillside near the 
west edge of the park, with an overstory of Ponderosa Pines and a dense shrubby 
understory of smooth brome (grass) and chokecherry. Nebraska birders have long 
been aware of the diverse community of bird species that can be found on this island 
of pine trees sprouting up in the prairie, and the banding station has captured and 
banded 70 different species. Birds typical of the eastern half of the continent, such 
as Field Sparrow and Eastern Phoebe, have been documented over multiple seasons 
at the station along with iconic western species like Western Tanager and 
Townsend’s Warbler. Over the years, the banding station has had the good fortune 
to catch a few regional rarities that would have likely gone undocumented otherwise. 
The 2013 season produced a Chestnut-sided Warbler and a Veery, both eastern 
migrants that are reported less than annually in Western Nebraska. Another notable 
capture that season was a Dusky Flycatcher, the first ever banded in the state. Dusky 
is one of several difficult-to-identify species of Empidonax flycatchers that breed in 
the western United States, but are uncommon in western Nebraska, and usually can’t 
be identified to species when only seen. The opportunity to measure, photograph, 
and identify this species in hand was seen as a milestone for the banding station. In 
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2014, a second Dusky Flycatcher was captured at the station, further corroborating 
this species’ migratory movement through the region. The 2014 season also saw a 
few other rarities for the site, including a Tennessee Warbler and a Blackpoll 
Warbler. The Pine Ridge attracts wayward birds from all around, serving as a 
stopover site for forest dwelling migrants. 


The Pine Ridge (much of which is part of the Nebraska National Forest) is 
home to many summer breeders and year-round resident birds, too. Anyone visiting 
the state park can usually hear some of the resident Red Crossbills after a short time 
hiking around. Recordings of these birds have been analyzed and determined to be 
the common Type 2 (Ponderosa Pine) Red Crossbill, which can be found in similar 
habitat across the mountain west, although the species itself is uncommon in the rest 
of Nebraska. The crossbills have avoided capture at the station by staying high in 
the trees above the mist nets, although they occasionally taunt the bander by flying 
down and drinking from puddles of water close to the road. In 2011, the bander 
moved the mist-netting efforts to a different location in the park and was rewarded 
with 107 captures.. 


The banding station has collected data on many birds that were already 
banded. All recaptures at Chadron have been individuals that were previously 
banded at the site. While not typically thought to be as exciting as recaptures from 
other banding stations, this data provides important information on the molt cycle of 
post-breeding and hatch-year birds, migration preparation, and the stop-over 
efficiency of migrants. Spotted Towhees and House Wrens, the station's two most 
common migrant breeders, will often be captured multiple times early in the season. 
On individuals of these species, the bander is able to record the progression of new 
flight feathers growing on adults, along with the build-up of fat deposits as the bird 
gets ready to migrate. Increase in visible fat deposits and the bird's mass are 
important measurements for recaptures of migrant species. Wilson’s Warblers, 
Orange-crowned Warblers, and Lincoln’s Sparrows are common migrants which 
often spend multiple days around the banding station. During this time, they focus 
on finding food and replenishing energy stores. Being able to capture these 
individuals repeatedly during their stay allows the bander to monitor their ability to 
recover from long migratory flights. This data in turn provides insight into food 
availability and habitat quality. Recaptures provide longevity and site fidelity 
information for birds at the park as well. In 2014, an Orange-crowned Warbler and a 
Lincoln’s Sparrow from the 2013 season were recaptured, suggesting stop-over site 
fidelity for these migrant species. Black-capped Chickadees, Chipping Sparrows, 
and Spotted Towhees have shown the greatest site fidelity, with multiple individuals 
of both species persisting across seasons. Of these species, most individuals fail to 
return more than one season, with nearly all disappearing after three years. House 
Wrens are the only common breeder which shows poor site fidelity, or poor 
survivorship during migration, as no House Wren has ever been recaptured from a 
previous season. Individuals of notable longevity have included a Downy 
Woodpecker that was aged as a third-year bird in 2008 and recaptured in 2011, 
making it 6 years old, and a Spotted Towhee that was first captured in 2009 and 
caught again in 2015, making it at least 6 years old. 
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The geographic location of Chadron State Park makes it suitable for 
subspecies to intermingle and even interbreed in the habitat surrounding the banding 
station. Northern Flickers are caught annually at the station, and 42% have displayed 
characteristics of both the yellow-shafted (eastern) and red-shafted (western) types. 
The color of the feather shafts is often first cited as an indicator of an intergrade 
between these two populations. However, the study of flickers outside the intergrade 
zone with mixed feather shaft colors or unusual pigmentation suggests that 
abnormalities in shaft color can occur due to diet or stress (Shunk 2014). This factor 
makes remex color alone an imperfect method for identifying intergrades. Rather, 
many flickers captured at Chadron State Park have been identified as intergrades by 
а mix of characteristics that include head color and face pattern. For example, a bird 
may show a gray face (red-shafted trait) but have a red nape crescent (yellow-shafted 
trait). (See photo on page 32.) Some birds with a red-shafted head color and face 
pattern but yellow flight feather shafts have been observed around the park and may 
represent intergrades as well. Such identifications must be made with caution 
outside of the known intergrade zone, which stretches north-south along the western 


Great Plains. 


This zone of subspecies intergrades includes several other species which 
visit the banding station, such as Yellow-rumped Warblers. Over the years, the 
station has captured both Audubon's and myrtle subspecies of this warbler. Of the 
54 total yellow-rumps captured since 2008, 54% were myrtles, while the other 46% 
were Audubon's. The number of each has been a fairly even split, but the timing of 
the captures is a bit more interesting. Ninety-two percent of Audubon's are captured 
during the month of September. This subspecies breeds in the pine forest habitat in 
South Dakota's Black Hills to the north, as well as in many mountainous areas 
farther west. Based on The Second Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas (Mollhoff 2016), 
Audubon's warblers are also breeders in the Pine Ridge. They were documented in 
15 blocks including confirmed nesting in five blocks. Myrtle warblers, on the other 
hand, breed much farther north in Canada and only migrate through the region. 
Seventy-two percent of myrtles are captured after September 20th, with good 
numbers usually still passing through when the station closes in early October. The 
earliest record of a myrtle warbler in the region is from September 12. Intergrades of 
these two subspecies are rarely reported in Nebraska; no known intergrades have 
been banded at the station. Many reports of intergrades passing along Colorado's 
front range every fall, along with a good number of both subspecies migrating across 
the Pine Ridge, put Chadron's banding station at a prime location to document 
intergrades in the future. 


One diversely plumaged species captured annually at the station is the 
ubiquitous Dark-eyed Junco. Dark-eyed Juncos consist of 15 different subspecies 
which are grouped into 5 subspecies groups. Chadron lies within a small area of the 
continent where 4 of the 5 junco subspecies groups overlap, and all 4 have been 
captured at the station. Of the 72 individuals captured since 2008, 26% belong to the 
Oregon subspecies group, 40% to the slate-colored subspecies group, 8% to the 
white-winged subspecies group, and | individual was confirmed from the pink-sided 
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subspecies group. (See photo on page 32.) The remaining 24% could not be 
identified to subspecies group. The unknowns are due to the occurrence of a poorly 
understood type of slate-colored Junco, known as “Cassiar” junco. Cassiar juncos 
breed in the northwestern US and western Canada and approach Oregon juncos in 
appearance, particularly immature and female birds. Cassiar junco winter range is 
not well known, but many are reported in Colorado in December and January, and 
the more easily identifiable males have been observed in the Pine Ridge during 
migration. The overlap created between slate-colored and Oregon type juncos, both 
in size and appearance, has forced many female-type juncos at the banding station to 
be left unidentified to subspecies. Continued captures and documentation of juncos 
at the banding station may provide further insights and identification clues for 
distinguishing Cassiar јипсов from others. The station’s captures of white-winged 
juncos is also notable, as this junco subspecies group breeds primarily in South 
Dakota’s Black Hills, with records in nearby locations of Montana, Wyoming, and 
Northern Nebraska (Mollhoff 2016). All but one of the white-winged juncos banded 
at Chadron were captured prior to the 2012 banding season. During that season, a 
wildfire moved through the state park, including the area of the banding station. The 
drop-off in white-winged juncos is one of several interesting changes that occurred 
after fire moved through the area. 


The most noticeable change at the banding station since the 2012 fire has 
been the increase in the number of captures each season. Prior to the fire, the station 
averaged 255 birds per season, with a high of 398 and a low of 146. When the fire 
hit in 2012, the station had to be moved and experienced an understandable all-time 
low of 118 captures. Since the fire, new record highs for number of captures have 
been set each year. In 2013, the capture rate increased 70% (433 captures) from the 
average number of captures per season before the fire. In 2014 that increase jumped 
to 123% (570) more than the previous average and by 2015 the station captured 
183% (721) more birds than it had on average before the fire. The record-setting 721 
individuals banded in 2015 was driven in part by the station’s first 100+ bird day on 
September 25th. The increase in bird activity around the mist nets, accounting for 
the increase in captures, is likely thanks to a quickly growing understory of plant- 
life. Dense regeneration can be attributed to the wildfire, which removed old 
vegetation and thinned the canopy. We are optimistic that with continued good 
management practices, the park may continue to provide excellent cover and forage 
for the droves of winged travelers that depend on the region every autumn. 
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Chadron State Park Banding Station Annual Totals 
e хо б вз с е as S 
R 8 8 8 RRR RP 
Mourning Dove 2 1 3 
Belted Kingfisher 1 1 
Red-headed Woodpecker 2 2 
Downy Woodpecker 3 2 1 4 2 2 19 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 1 4 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 1 1 
Red-shafted Flicker 4 1 5 
Intergrade Flicker 1 1 1 3 6 
Western Wood-Pewee 1 2 2 5 
Willow Flycatcher 1 2 3 
Least Flycatcher 1 1 1 1 4 
Dusky Flycatcher 1 1 2 
Western Flycatcher (Pacific Slope/Cordilleran) 1 1 2 1 5 
Eastern Phoebe 1 1 2 3 7 
Cassin's Vireo 1 2 1 4 
Warbling Vireo 2 1 1 1 5 
Red-eyed Vireo 1 2 1 4 
Blue Jay 4 1 
Black-capped Chickadee 4 24 1 12 4 9 19 13 1 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 2 3 3 6 7 23 
White-breasted Nuthatch 7 1 2 4 4 1 19 
Pygmy Nuthatch 8 1 25 3 6 43 
Brown Creeper 3 1 1 3 3 11 
House Wren ' 91 86 25 5 20 2 33 6 288 
Biue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 2 3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 11 5 2 1 19 
Eastern Bluebird 9 1 5 2 17 
Mountain Bluebird 2 2 
Townsend's Solitaire 1 2 2 5 
Veery 1 1 
Swainson's Thrush 3 2 2 14 9 9 6 1 46 
Hermit Thrush 4 1 1 1 7 
American Robin 6 4 4 3 7 22 5 3 M 
Gray Catbird 2 2 1 3 4 2 2 16 
Brown Thrasher 4 1 1 1 3 10 
Cedar Waxwing 10 1 11 
Ovenbird 2 3 1 1 1 8 
Tennessee Warbler 1 1 
Orange-crowned Warbler 140 134 88 10 15 22 64 31 504 


MacGillivray's Warbler 1 1 1 1 4 
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Chadron State Park Banding Station Annual Totals 


American Redstart 

Yellow Warbler 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Blackpoil Warbler 

Audubon's Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Myrtie Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Townsend's Warbler 

Wilson's Warbler 

Yellow-breasted Chat 

Chipping Sparrow 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 

Lark Sparrow 

Dark-eyed Junco (undetermined ssp) 
Slate-colored Junco 

Cassiar Junco 

Oregon Junco 

Pink-sided Junco 

White-winged Junco 
White-crowned Sparrow (undetermined ssp) 
Gambel's White-crowned Sparrow 
Harris's Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 

Spotted Towhee 

Western Tanager 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 

Blue Grosbeak 

Lazuli Bunting 

Indigo Bunting 

Orchard Oriole 

Bullock's Oriole 

House Finch 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 

TOTAL 


o _ 2015 


47 


93 


12 
48 
721 


e 
а 8 
1 
2 4 
1 
1 
20 1 
9 5 
2 
25 38 
2 1 
85 28 
7 29 
1 
2 1 
1 5 
4 
1 
11 
13 8 
30 56 
1 
36 28 
1 1 
1 
1 
1 3 
2 
1 
1 
3 2 
1 
8 48 
570 433 


_ 2012 


2 
2 
6 19 

3 
4 15 
11 

1 
2 

1 
6 

2 

1 
7 1 
1 
9 3 
3 21 
1 
2 3 


2010 


30 


37 


69 


2009 


65 


63 


71 


4 
1 
3 


118 213 262 398 


_. 2008 
., TOTAL 


m 9 
-— = м 


44 365 


112 
146 2861 
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2015-2016 Christmas Bird Counts 
by Don Paseka 


Fifteen counts were held during the 2015-16 Christmas Bird Count season, 
which is one more than last season when the Harrison count was cancelled. The 
Grand Island count was held on December 12, two days prior to the start of the 
officially sanctioned CBC time slot, but its results are included in this discussion. 

Ten of the counts were done on or before December 22 under mild 
conditions with little snow cover and mostly to entirely open water. While the 
weather became more seasonable toward the end of the period, it was still fairly 
benign. As a result, most of the circles had considerable open water and it was an 
excellent year for many species associated with water. Several circles produced new 
high species counts and netted a total of 147 species for all counts, second only to 
2010 in which 149 species were tallied. While not a record, the total of 236,647 
individuals is quite respectable, and six counts exceeded 80 species. 

Sixteen species set new or tied previous high counts, including the first ever 
Red-throated Loon at Lake McConaughy and three Common Ravens visiting some 
of the dining establishments in North Platte. The number of species (11) which were 
counted in every circle was below last year's number (19). Thirty-four species were 
found in only one circle and 19 of those were single birds. 

As would be expected with ample open water, Anseriformes were well 
represented with 29 total species plus a Mallard x American Black Duck hybrid 
found at Lake McConaughy. Many of the expected waterfowl were found in high 
numbers. The 206 Northern Shovelers found this year were only slightly behind the 
207 counted in 2002. The 86 Greater Scaup counted were second only to the 123 
found in 2004, and this year's total of 326 Canvasbacks is second only to the 337 
found in 2011. The 424 Buffleheads lag behind the 843 found in 2001, and the 51 
Hooded Mergansers were only out-numbered in 2012 when 90 were counted. 

Ring-necked Ducks were found in ten circles this year yielding a new high 
count of 404, bettering the 366 found last year, and among this year's ducks which 
are not found annually were a Surf Scoter, two White-winged Scoters, two Long- 
tailed Ducks, and a Barrow’s Goldeneye, all at Lake McConaughy. 

АП six grebe species were counted this year across five different circles. 
The lone Horned Grebe was unexpectedly found at Ames and the record 4 Red- 
necked Grebes found at McConaughy beat the old high of 3 from 2012. Two Eared 
Grebes were also found: one at McConaughy and the other at Lincoln. This is only 
the fifth time that this species has been found on a Nebraska count. The 42 Cooper's 
Hawks were also a record, topping the 36 from 2007. 

In the shorebird department, 23 Killdeer were found in six circles. While 
not a record, this is the third highest total, behind only the 43 in 2012 and 28 in 
1994. Very surprising were the two Least Sandpipers found on the Lincoln count. 
This is only the second occurrence of this species on a Nebraska count, with a single 
being found previously in 2001, also on the Lincoln count. Only 5 Wilson's Snipe 
were counted, which was the lowest number since only 4 were found in 1997. 

Gulls had a diverse year with a total of 10 species found, the most since 11 
were found in 2003. The highlight was the second record of a Black-legged 
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Kittiwake, found at McConaughy. The only other record of this species was at 
Harlan County in 1999. 

Columbiformes continued to do well. The 6723 Rock Pigeons beat the 
previous high of 6593 from 2010, and the 2396 Eurasian Collared-Doves topped last 
year’s record 1959. White-winged Doves made a modest fourth appearance on a 
Nebraska CBC with a single at McConaughy and a count week bird at Scottsbluff. 

Prairie Falcon had a good count of 10, second only to the 12 counted in 
1995, and the 15 Ruby-crowned Kinglets found in 6 circles are second only to the 18 
found in 1988. Eastern Bluebirds set a new high of 637 topping the previous high of 
587 from 2012. A single Mountain Bluebird and a pair of Bohemian Waxwing were 
found at Ponca this year. 

The single American Pipit found at Scottsbluff was only the second time 
this species has been counted; four birds were found at McConaughy in 2013. 
Yellow-rumped Warblers were found in six circles and set a new high count of 105, 
including one of the Audubon’s subspecies found at McConaughy. The previous 
high had been 92 in 2011. The 919 Northern Cardinals found this year tied with the 
same number counted last year, behind the 1,001 total for 2009. 

Scottsbluff continues to be the White-crowned Sparrow capital of Nebraska 
CBCs. After last year’s surprising total of 254 birds in that circle, they came up with 
446 this year. That number alone would have topped the previous high count 407 for 
all circles combined, but with a little help from eight other circles the new high count 
for White-crowned Sparrows is 571. 
| The last two species to discuss here are problematic since they are 
indistinguishable from each other in the field except by song. There were a record 
number (1832) of meadowlarks found during this count period, and none of them 
were recorded as eastern: 127 of them were recorded as western and 1705 of them 
were unidentified as to species. When looking at this and past years’ count data, it is 
obvious that some counts identify only singing birds to species, while others 
apparently discount the unlikely possibility that the non-vocal birds could be eastern 
and record them all as western. 

The previous high count of 1401 for meadowlark species goes back to 1972 
when there were none identified as eastern, 491 identified as western and 910 were 
unidentified to species. The highest number of Western Meadowlarks (633) was 
counted in 2012 when 720 were not identified to species. 

| Eastern Meadowlarks have been reported only 11 times on Nebraska 
counts. In the last 30 years the Lincoln circle has reported from one to four Eastern 
Meadowlarks on five occasions with the last being 2007. Given the small numbers, 
these presumably were singing birds, and since they were found within the 
theoretical winter range for easterns, they may have been correctly identified. 
However, the only other report from this time period looks less probable. In 1995 
North Platte reported 5 Eastern Meadowlarks and no others which, given the 
location, seems improbable. Looking even farther back, the next most recent and the 
all-time high count for Eastern Meadowlark goes back to 1982 when 98 were 
reported on the Lincoln count. This number is also likely to be incorrect, as are the 
other four counts of easterns ranging from 25 to 88 birds in 1966, 1968, 1971 and 
1975. It would seem that the standard for counting meadowlarks has not been but 
should be uniform across all counts, and that only singing birds should be counted as 
a particular species. 
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2015-2016 CBC Participants 


Ames Larry Einemann, Joe Gubanyi, Jane Hollst, Paula Hoppe, Joel Jorgensen, 
Clem Klaphake, Don Paseka (compiler), Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Ken Shuster, 
Ruth Stearns, Jerry Toll (12) 


Branched Oak-Seward Anne Beaurivage, Eugene Brott, Norma Brott, John 
Carlini, Bonnie Daenzer, Gil Daenzer, Cheryl Dickerson, Joe Dinan, Kenny Dinan, 
Lauren Dinan, Larry Einemann, Richard Gardner, Linda Gierke, Joseph Gubanyi 
(compiler), Virginia Hughes, Joel Jorgensen, Kermit Krieser, Mary Krieser, Thomas 
Labedz, Daniel Leger, Don McKibbin, LaQuita McKibbin, Courtney Meyer, Ingrid 
Minchow, Mark Minchow, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Gary Roberts, Don Rondorf, 
Shari Schwartz, Lynn Soloway, Ruth Stearns, Tony Vrana, Sue Wickersham, 
Michael Willison (16 + 19 feeder watchers) 


Calamus-Loup Kathi Gerten, Robert Gerten, Robin Harding, David Heidt 
(compiler), Steve Morris, Andrew Pierson, Lanny Randolph, Duane Wolff (6 + 2 
feeder watchers) 


Crawford Kathy DeLara, Donna Walgren, Bruce Walgren (compiler) (3) 


DeSoto Myrna Brown, Chuck Coyle, Linda Ferring, Suzanne Gucciardo, Sylvia 
Hanson, Don Paseka, Janis Paseka, Brian Peterson, Cathy Prettyman, Kathleen 
Pyper, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Sandy Reinken, Gary Roberts, Ken Shuster, 
Heidi Swanson, Jerry Toll (compiler) (17) 


Grand Island Cathy Aubushon, Dorothy Aubushon, Gordon Backer, Evan 
Barrientos, Andy Caver, Faye Conlon, Tony Curtis, Jim Etherton, Robin Harding, 
Blake Hatfield, Bob Hausmann, Billie Herron, Mary Ann Kalinay, Geraldine 
Koepke, Ken Krueger, Charlotte Krueger, Ron Kruse, Anne Kruse, Connie 
McCartney (compiler), Ross McLean, Steve Morris, Vicki Orr, Lanny Randolph, 
Patricia Smith, Nell Witter (17 + 8 feeder watchers) 


Harlan County Elliott Bedows, Lauren Dinan, Joel Jorgensen (compiler), Bette 
Klaphake, Clem Klaphake, Marty Mathieson, John Murphy, Babs Padelford, Loren 
Padelford, Ross Silcock, Mark Urwiller, T.J. Walker (12) 


Harrison Kathy DeLara, Charlotte Herrell, Donna Walgren, Bruce Walgren 
(compiler) (4) 


Lake McConaughy Elliott Bedows, Mary Bomberger Brown, Stephen Dinsmore 
(compiler), Luke Hamilton, Roger Hamilton, Robin Harding, Tyler Harms, Alice 
Heckman, Bill Huntley, Clem Klaphake, Steven Morris, Kevin Murphy, Lanny 
Randolph, Justin Rink (14 + 8 feeder watchers) 


Vol. 84 Мо. ] The Nebraska Виа Review 53 


Lincoln Colleen Babcock, Nathan Baird, Anita Breckbill, Mary Bomberger Brown, 
Charlene Brown, Pat Cole, Barbara DiBernard, Lauren Dinan, Rick Eades, Larry 
Einemann, Andrea Faas, Joe Gubanyi, Vera Guittar, lan Hoppe, Esa Jarvi, Joel 
Jorgensen, Jamie Kelley, Tim Knott, Tom Labedz, Dan Leger, Dwain Leonhardt, 
George Maly, Emily Manning, Leanne Manning, Linda Maslowski, Pete Maslowski, 
Sally Gaines McKee, Bruce Mellberg, Hannah Miller, Jana Miller, Kyla Miller, 
Steve Miller, Lana Novak, Amy Oden, Linda Plock, Kevin Poague (compiler), 
Kathie Putensen, Tamra Putensen, Ken Reitan, Carol Rustad, Jason St. Sauver, Ruth 
Stearns, April Stevenson, Moni Usasz, Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Matthew Van Den 
Broeke, Rebekah Van Den Broeke (47) 


Norfolk Brayden Anderson, Marc Bathke, Ed Brogie, Mark Brogie, Bobbie Castle- 
Goseh, Brennan Ferguson, William Flack, Robin Harding, Zachary Hegge, David 
Heidt (compiler), Skylar McMullin, Layne Miller, Emma Nelson, Cole Nontcith, 
Lanny Randolph, Alexander Timm, Paul Timm, Ella Whitaker, Charlie Williamson, 
Duane Wolff (compiler) (20) 


North Platte Elliott Bedows, Monte Brown, Virginia Clark, Boni Edwards, Julie 
Geiser, Robin Harding, Bruce Hovie, Joel Jorgensen, Adam Kester, Jake Koenig, 
Ben Lashley, Andy Moore, Jim Petersen, Lanny Randolph, Mark Urwiller, Matthew 
Walker, Tom Walker, Thomas J. Walker (compiler), Bob Wood, Jerald Zimmerman 
(17 + 3 feeder watchers) 


Omaha Elliott Bedows, Ruth Bentzinger, Mary Clausen, Annie Davis, Ann Duey, 
Dave Duey, Nelli Falzgraf, Bob Fuchs, Alan Grenon, Betty Grenon (compiler), 
Suzanne Gucciardo, Billy Imig, Lois Inskeep, Brian King, Janet King, Clem 
Klaphake, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Catherine Kuper, Terry Lassek, Greg 
Nelson, Chris Olson, Maggie Olson, Babs Padelford, Loren Padelford, Don Paseka, 
Janis Paseka, Jessica Peters, Brian Peterson, Deb Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Al Reyer, 
Cindy Reyer, Jean Richter, Justin Rink, Gary Roberts, Mary Jo Rome, Rick Schmid, 
Steve Schmitt, Eric Scholar, Kathy Schwery, Phil Swanson, Jerry Toll, Bob Wells 
(42 + 7 feeder watchers) 


Ponca Chris Chase (compiler), Vern Cummings, Roger Dietrich, Warren Dunkle, 
Jeff Fields, Bill Huser (compiler), Maria Korver, Bob Livermore, Tucker Lutter, Jan 
Null, Jerry Probst, Rob Towler, Jerry VonEhwegen (13) 


Scottsbluff Kathy Del aa, Don Gentry, Meredyth Gentry, Charlotte Herrell, Alice 
Kenitz (compiler), Tim Lane, Alie Mayes, Ruben Siegfried, Gwen Smith, Marie 
smith, Rod Smith (11 + | feeder watcher) 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, Mar 2016 to May 2016 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
sitcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


In contrast to the fairly routine spring of 2015, this year saw an almost 
unbelievable parade of early arrivals. About 49 species, including virtually all 
taxonomic groups, had arrival dates at the early end of expected arrival dates, and a 
few species set record early dates. Notable early birds were Calidris shorebirds, 
flycatchers, and swallows, species which depend on available insect and pond-edge 
life, suggesting that organisms are “waking up” earlier than in previous years, 
helped, of course, by the mild 2015-2016 winter. On the other hand, there was only 
one late species: Purple Finch, which remained into mid-May at a few locations. — 

Also of significance were several amazing high counts, most of which were 
achieved by insectivorous species. High seasonal totals were made by Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Golden-winged, Hooded, and Cerulean Warblers (including an encouraging 
two females), while record single-observer-day tallies were made of Tennessee, 
Orange-crowned, Magnolia and Yellow Warblers, American Redstart, Indigo 
Bunting, and Baltimore Oriole. "PO 

This spring, there were several significant all-time state and Panhandle 
occurrences. Rarest among them were the 3rd state record Glaucous-winged Gull, 
7th Gray Flycatcher, and 9th Curve-billed Thrasher. NOURC will examine the 
documentation of these sightings. Rare Panhandle reports of eastern birds were of a 
4th Mourning Warbler there as well as the 12th Summer Tanager. As observers 
spend more time birding the Panhandle, spring reports of species that usually occur 
in fall are being made more often. Reports this spring were of Broad-tailed 
Hummingbird, Dusky Flycatcher, and Cassin's Vireo, all of which have 7 or fewer 
spring records in all. Other rarities included a Black-throated Blue Warbler in 
Omaha. | 

I want to mention here that this spring appears to be the first season that 
Steve Dinsmore has not reported; Steve enhanced our knowledge of birds in western 
Nebraska, notably in Keith County, immeasurably in the past 15-20 years, while 
based in Colorado. Steve birded almost every fall cold front that came through for 
all those years. Steve is now a professor at Iowa State University and is a very busy 
man. As a good friend of mine, I wish him the very best. 

And, now for some housekeeping. I strongly urge all observers to report to 
eBird, which is fast becoming the go-to repository for sightings. The eBird review 
process has been strengthened and continues to be strengthened to a high level of 
trustworthiness and transparency, such that eBird data can be safely (albeit carefully) 
analyzed and used for many projects and studies. Each season, I check eBird 
sightings for every species for significant records and am finding an ever-increasing 
number that are not reported оп NEBIRDS. Sam Manning does a great job 
monitoring these records as Nebraska's eBird reviewer; Sam adjusts filters along the 
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way as needed, and we are exploring an overhaul of the filters for the state. In this 
Spring Report, of the 150 observers listed, plus a few spousal pairs, at least 77 
observers reported sightings only to eBird. 

Readers will notice my use of “EED” and “ELD” in this report. As noted in 
Abbreviations, these stand for Expected Early Dates and Expected Late Dates. The 
EED acronym had a major workout, as discussed above, with the plethora of early 
arrival dates this spring. “Expected” dates are the earliest or latest cluster of dates 
for each season for each species. For example Black-bellied Plover has EEDs Apr 
4,5,10 ала ELDs Jun 14,19,21. However, there is an isolated earlier date of one 
present 16-23 Mar. This method was used by Sharpe et al. in Birds of Nebraska 


2001. 
ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

ConL: Conestoga L, Lancaster Co 

EED: Expected Early Dates 

ELD: Expected Late Dates 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

HL: Holmes L, Lincoln, Lancaster Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos 

imm: immature 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos 
juv: juvenile 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LBN: Lakes Babcock & North, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala, Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lancaster Co 
LWan: L Wanahoo, Saunders Co 

m.ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NLB: North Lake Basin, Seward Co 

NM: National Monument 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin - wetland complex in several counties in south-central and 
southeast Nebraska 
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SCP: Spring Creek Pratrie, Lancaster Co 
SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

VNWR: Valentine NWR, Cherry Co 
WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: State Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: Federal Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

BA: Brian Allen, eBird 

BB: Barbara Brown, Kearney 

BD: Bruce Dean, Valley 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BG: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 

BH: Ben Heppner, Lincoln 

BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 

BS: Barbara Straus, Lincoln 
BSm: Bill Smith, Funk 

BW: Bob Wells, Omaha 

BWe: Bruce Wendorff, Lincoln 
CAn: Chris Anderson, eBird 

ССІ: Chip Clouse, eBird 

CCh: Cheryl Chessick, eBird 
CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CG: Carlos Grande, Geneva 

CGo: Chris Goulart, eBird 

CGr: Christopher Gray, eBird 
CHe: Claire Helmke, eBird 

CMo: Clyde Morris, eBird 

CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CO: Chris Olson, Papillion 

CRu: Christopher Rustay, eBird 
CTr: Carla Trecek, eBird 

CVD: Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
CVe: Cheryl Vellenga, eBird 
D&JP: Don and Jan Paseka, Ames 
DHe: Don Henise, eBird 

DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird 

DKi: Doug Kibbe, eBird 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DMo: David Moulton, eBird 
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DS: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 

DWe: Drew Weber, eBird 

DWi: David Willard, eBird 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EJ: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

EJo: Earl Johnson, Scottsbluff 
ЕКІ: Elena Klaver, eBird 

ERa: Ed Raynor, Lincoin 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GSh: Gina Sheridan, eBird 

GSi: Gary Siegrist, eBird 

GW: Glenn Walbek, eBird 

HF: Houston Flores, eBird 
HHo: Holly Hofreiter, Omaha 
НКІ: Holly Kleindienst, eBird 
HTe: Hannah Tetreault, eBird 
HWi: Harley Winfrey, eBird 
IM: Ingrid Minchow, Seward 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
JAn: Jon Anderson, eBird 

JBu: Joelle Buffa, eBird 

JCa: John Carlini, Lincoln 

JCr: Jonathan Crews, Omaha 
JED: James E. Ducey, Valentine 
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Denton 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JGu: Jim Guyton, eBird 

JH: John Hall, Omaha 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JJJ: Jenny Jo Johnson, Lincoln 
JLa: Joanne Laskowski, eBird 
JMo: Jake Mohlmann, eBird 
JMu: John Murphy, Kearney 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JSc:Judy Schoch, York 

JSk: Jeff Skevington, eBird 
JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Lincoln 
JT: Jerry Toll, Omaha 

JWh: Juanita Whittecar, Chadron 
JWo: Jo Wolf, Louisville 

KCo: Kelly Corman, Bassett 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KGo: Katie Gooby, Omaha 
KKi: Kelsey King, Grand Island 
KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln 
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth 
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L&BP: Loren and Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
L&LF: Lee & Linda Farrell, eBird 
LB: Laurel Badura, Kearney 
LBo: Lisa Boni, eBird 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LLa: Laurel Ladwig, eBird 

LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MJa: Matthew Janson, eBird 
MHi: Mary Hipschman, Omaha 
MM: Matt Miller, Bellevue 
MMi: Michael Miller, eBird 
MMk: Mark McKenzie, North Platte 
MN: Marsha Nyffeler, Columbus 
MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha 
MU: Moni Usasz, Lincoln 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
MYo: Matthew Young, eBird 
NJo: Nina Jones, eBird 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
OLa: Olivier Langrand, eBird 
ORi: Orien Richmond, eBird 
PB: Peyton Burt, Chadron 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PHo: Paula Hoppe, Colon 

PJa: Palma Jack, eBird 

PLe: Peter Lecholat, eBird 
PMH: Peter M. Hill, Whiteclay 
PS: Phil Swanson, Papillion 
PSa: Phyllis Salyards, Hastings 
RAA: Roger A. Appell, eBird 
RCI: Ron Clark, eBird 

RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 

RG: Robert Gibson, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RHe: Robyn Henise, eBird 

RHt: Rolf Hertenstein, Burwell 
RL: Roger Lawson, Curtis 

RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSa: Rick Sammons, Kearney 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering 
RSt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 
RTy: Rob Tyser, eBird 

SAg: Stepfanie Aguillon, eBird 
SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SFI: Steve Fluett, eBird 
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SGa: Sheryl Galvez, eBird 

SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
SSo: Scott Somershoe, eBird 
SSz: Susan Szeszol, eBird 

TBu: Ted Buhl, eBird 

TCI: Tana Clemens, Omaha 
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

TGo: Terry Gold, eBird 

TJW: T.J. Walker, Brady 

TK: Tony Korth, Gretna 

TKe: Thomas Keefe, Lincoln 
TPo: Tammy Pollard, Omaha 
TS: Teresa Switzer, Burwell 
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WKa: William Kaempfer, eBird 
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Greater White-fronted Goose: A good count was the 5000 in Dixon Co 5 Mar 
(BFH); high spring counts range from 6000 to 100,000. 

Snow Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Ross's Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Mute Swan: The 3 reports of this rare casual eastern winter visitor were of known 
feral birds 27 Apr - 27 May at Boys Town L and One Pacific Place Apts in 
Douglas Co, and Wyuka Cem in Lincoln (BW, TPo, JAn); the last winter report 
of a presumed wild bird was in Feb. 

Trumpeter Swan: Most wintering ads depart in Mar, but immatures may lag behind; 
the last report for spring 2016 away from the breeding range was of two at a 
sandpit pond in Dodge County 22 Mar-10 Apr (CCr, GR, L&BP). 

Tundra Swan: The only report of this rare migrant was of 9 at Father Hupp WMA, 
Thayer Co, 4 Mar (CNK). The wintering birds at CL departed in Feb. 

Egyptian Goose: One was at Kirkpatrick Basin North, York Co, 28 May (JGJ). 
This bird was most likely an escaped or released bird, but, interestingly, there is 
a population in northwest Arkansas that has been established since the 1980s, 
and local authorities are concerned about expansion (Chesbro 2015; 
http://scholarworks.uark.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1022&context=etd). 
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Four of the 6 Nebraska records are during Mar-May. Watch this space for а 
repeat of the Mute Swan situation. 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant and 
breeder. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide spring 
migrant. 

Eurasian Wigeon: None were reported of this rare regular spring migrant central, 
rare casual elsewhere. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

American Black Duck/Mottled Duck: A female (greenish bill) was reported аз an 
American Black Duck at Jack Sinn 31 May (LE); it was studied at a distance 
but had a “dark blue-purple speculum with no white edging”, thus possibly а 
Mottled Duck. There аге no previous records of American Black Duck mid- 
May through mid-Jun. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal: One at HL 1-7 Mar (LE, m. ob.) was rather early; early dates are 
28 Feb (3 times). 

Cinnamon Teal: Tied for second-earliest on record was a male in Webster Co 1 Mar 
(GW). EEDs are 6-8 Mar. Males were easterly, where rare, in Lancaster Co 5- 
6 Apr (HF, m. ob.), 4 May (LE), and 31 May (LE). 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Canvasback: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Redhead: The 8000 in Cedar Co 11 Mar (CVe) was an impressive flock; high 
counts, however, are 14,000-40,500. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Greater Scaup: This species sometimes occurs well into May, after the ELDs 14-15 
May. There were 3 such reports: 19 May Seward Co (BP, RSt), 3 on 27 May at 
LO (DHo), and 31 May York Co (JGJ). 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

White-winged Scoter: This species occurs more often in spring than other scoters; 
the 28th overall spring record was of 2 first-year birds in Sarpy Co 2 Apr (EB). 

Long-tailed Duck: The only report of this annual but rare migrant was of 2 at LO 30 
Mar (JJJ, photo). 

Bufflehead: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 
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Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 


migrant. | | 
Common Merganser: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 


statewide spring migrant. 

Red-breasted Merganser: There were two reports of birds lingering after the ELDs 
18-19 May: 22 May Lancaster Co (ERa), and 2 at LO 28 May (SAg). 

Ruddy Duck: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant. 

Northern Bobwhite: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular resident 
south and east of a line from Keya Paha Co to Deuel Co and in the North and 
South Platte River Vaileys in the Panhandle; elsewhere rare. 

Chukar: One photographed near Seward 2 Mar was certainly an escaped or released 
bird (IM fide JG). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported of this uncommon to rare regular resident 
northeast and north-central, rare Stoux and Scotts Bluff Cos. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally 
common, regular resident statewide. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common regular resident 
north of the Platte River Valley in central and west, rare northeast; uncommon 
southwest Panhandle and rare casual south of Platte River east of Panhandle. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species may be expanding its range slowly 
westward into the eastern Panhandle, as indicated by Mollhoff in The Second 
Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 2016, with “Possible” and “Probable” reports 
from Garden, Sheridan, and Morrill Cos. In addition, one was on a Sharp-tailed 
Grouse lek in southeast Sheridan Co 20 Apr 2016 (JGJ), and another was in 
Deuel Co 20 May 2016 (GR). Established leks continue in the eastern RWB, 
where 10-15 birds were present at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, (DHe) and at 
Rauscher WPA, Fillmore Co, (JGJ). Best count was the 50 in Thomas Co 24 
Mar (SFI). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular 
resident statewide. 

Common Loon: One at BOL 12 Mar (CG, JGJ) was second-earliest on record; it 
was joined 17 Mar by another early bird (LE, RSt). Previous early dates in the 
east were 21-22 Mar. One at LM 22 Mar (TG) was early at that location. 

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Swan L, southern Cherry Co, 5 Mar (MSh), was very 
early at that location; another at Broken Bow SL 22 Mar (JMo) was also early 
for that Custer Co location. 

Horned Grebe: Three at BOL 4 Mar (BHe), were rather early; previous EEDs were 
8-9 Mar. 

Red-necked Grebe: Exciting were the two breeding-plumaged birds at LO 10-27 
May (RG fide JGJ; MW photo; m. ob.); breeding has not (yet?) been 
documented in Nebraska. 

Eared Grebe: А molting bird in Lancaster Co 5 Mar (MW) was early; EEDs are 11- 
13 Mar. Although there are late dates into early Jun away from the known 
breeding range, such reports are few after mid-May. The 2 in York Co 31 May 
(JGJ) were in a county where breeding has occurred occasionally in recent 
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years, but 5 in Phelps Со 26 May (WF), 5 in Hitchcock Со 25 May (TJW), and 
4 in Lancaster Co 30 May (MW) were likely tardy migrants. 

Western Grebe: The 8 at LO 3 Apr (CGo) were early at that location; EEDs just to 
the west in the Panhandle are 28-30 Mar. 

Clark’s Grebe: The 4 at LO 3 Apr (CGo) were rather early; previous EEDs were 5- 
12 Apr. 

Neotropic Cormorant: There were reports from 3 locations, most popularly a 
cooperative single at HL 29 Арг-17 May (LE, SKr, m. ob.). Apparently a 
different bird or birds were at Wirth Bros L RA, Johnson Co, 5 Apr (BHe) and 
14 May (SQ). A third report was of one at VNWR, Cherry Co, 12 May (НКІ, 
LBo). These reports bring the total for Nebraska to 23, almost all since 2000. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Rather late were 12 at BOL 31 May (LE) and 4 in 
western Seward Co 26 May (JGJ). Last expected dates away from breeding 
locations are 31 May-1 Лт. Non-breeders are rare in the south and east in 
summer. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

American Bittern: Each spring there are several reports after mid-May in areas 
where habitat suggests that breeding may occur. This spring, up to 3 were at 
Peru Bottoms WMA, Nemaha Co, 21-30 May (JGJ, WRS), and there were 4 
RWB reports: one was at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA 26 May (WF), one at 
Straight Water WMA, Seward Co, 28 May (JGJ), 3 at Mallard Haven WPA 29 
May (ЈОЈ), and one at Heron WPA 31 May (ЈОЈ). Proof of breeding in the 
RWB is scarce, with one record in 2007, but reports of bitterns during the 
breeding season there are increasing, now 15 since 2004. One calling at 
CLNWR, 2 Apr (ЕКІ) was rather early; EEDs are 25-31 Mar. 

Least Bittern: Breeding has occurred at CLNWR previously, though not annually; 
thus 1-2 calling there 18-19 May (RTy) were a significant record. The only 
other reports were singles in Sarpy Co, at Prairie Queen L 30 May (MSh) and 
Wehrspann L 8 Мау (MSh). 

Great Blue Heron: Heronries are first occupied in early Mar; 10 birds were at the 
LO location 6 Маг (WF) and 26 were there 20 Mar (ССП. А heronry at 
Stagecoach L, Lancaster Co, had 33 birds by 14 Mar (SKr). 

Great Egret: This species is rare, barely annual, in spring in the Panhandle. Thus 
the several reports were surprising, albeit made by several of the NOU horde 
meeting there! How many individual egrets were present during the 21 May 
Scotts Bluff Co field trips is uncertain, but at least 2 may have been present (m. 
ob.) One there 14 May (AK) was likely one of the birds seen 21 Мау. 
Another Panhandle report was of one in Sheridan Co 29 May (TG). 

Snowy Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central, rare casual west. 

Reddish Egret: A report from Lancaster Co 4 May has been referred to the 
МОСКС. Extreme rarities like this require unequivocal documentation. There 
are, however, two previous documented records for the state. 

Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, spring 
migrant cast and central, rare west. 
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Green Heron: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and south- 
central, uncommon north-central, rare casual Panhandle. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular 
spring migrant statewide. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported of this rare spring migrant 
southeast, rare casual elsewhere. 

Glossy Ibis: The usual handful of reports was received from those patient enough to 
sort through flocks of White-faced Ibis. A total of 9 were reported 26 Apr-26 
May from 6 locations from the eastern RWB west (m. ob.). 

White-faced Ibis: The 400 in Lincoln Co 2 May (TJW) was a record spring count; 
previous highs were 150+ to 300, all in the short period 1-7 May. One at LWan 
10 Apr (PHo) was rather early; early dates are 8-9 Apr. Apparent hybrids with 
Glossy Ibis were at LWan 27 Apr (JGJ) and at Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 25 
Apr (ЈОЈ). 

Turkey Vulture: One in Dakota Co 12 Mar was 17 days earlier than in 2013, 2014, 
or 2015 (BFH). 

Osprey: Pairs returned to the three successful nest sites from last year in Scotts Bluff 
Co; nest-building was underway by 1 Apr, and incubation began at one nest by 
13 Apr (KD). Another attempt appeared to be underway at Summit Res SRA, 
Burt Co, 29 Apr (CNK), where attempts have been made since 2013. 

Mississippi Kite: Nesting attempts in the east are unknown since a series of reports 
in Polk Co 1983-1990 that may have invoived nesting although none was 
documented. Thus significant are sightings in the Douglas Co area last summer 
and now this spring. Two birds, an imm and “possible ad” were at Neale 
Woods 26 Jun 2015 (RS), and another pair were seen in Omaha around 122nd 
and Center 10-13 May (RS, SMa, MW). 

Bald Eagle: Nesting occurs statewide except for the southern Panhandle, southwest 
and south-central south of the Platte River, and the RWB. Thus sightings in 
those areas are migrants or wandering birds from the nearest nest locations and 
occur into mid-May; most are sub-adults. Thus rather late were singles at NLB 
26 May (JGJ), Kissinger Basin, Clay Co, 17 May (JGJ), and York Co 17 May 
(ERa). 

Northern Harrier: After early May, all reports were from the west and central; last 
easterly dates were of singles in Hall Co 14 May (KK1), a possible breeding 
location, and 6 May in Clay Co, also a possible breeding site. These dates 
suggest true migration ends in very early May. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare statewide spring migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The two reports were typical of recent springs for this 
Buteo, which is rare in Nebraska. A very vocal duo was at the Tecumseh 
Fairgrounds 4 Apr (D& JP), and one was over FF 12 Apr (RSt). 

Broad-winged Hawk: There were numerous reports in the east during the migration 
period Apr-May; although breeding is assumed to occur in the Missouri River 
Valley, no evidence came to hand. Westerly reports included two on 14 May in 
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Scotts Bluff Co, “in the same tree 
each spring for several years now” 
(KD, AK). Also westerly were one 
in Sioux Co 23 May (BP, MW). 
The rare dark morph was nicely- 
photographed in Thayer Co 25 Apr 
(JCa), only the 6th state record of 
this handsome bird. 

Swainson’s Hawk: Both light and dark 
morphs were in a group of 4 in 
Lancaster Co 12 Apr (ERa); this is 
only the 5th report of a dark morph 
in Nebraska. Dark and rufous 
morphs of this species breed west 
of Nebraska. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Very pale individuals 
of the common statewide breeder 
Buteo jamaicensis borealis arc 
sometimes misidentified as 
Krider’s Hawk, generally 
considered a white or pale morph , 
of В. j. borealis. True Krider's e ЕЕЕ 
have incomplete patagial marks 
and only minimal black markings on the underwing coverts (Wheeler, Raptors 
of Western North America). A very nice photo of a claimed Krider’s in Hall Co 
13-14 Apr in my opinion does not meet these criteria, but is a very pale B. j. 
borealis. Krider's without photos were reported in Thayer Co 12 Mar (LR, 
RH) and Clay Co 2 Apr (MJa, RCI, JGu). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter 
visitor. 

Ferruginous Hawk: This specics is a rare, less-than-annual winter visitor to the 
RWB; this spring there were more reports than usual: 12 Mar Buffalo Co 
(CGo), 31 Mar Clay Co (CMo, JBu, JLa), 5 Apr Kearney Co (DHe, GSi, RHe), 
and 21 Apr in Clay Co (D&JP). None of these reports were accompanied by 
details. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west and 
central, rare east. 

Virginia Rail: Rather late if migrants were 2-3 in Dixon Co 28 May (JJ); egg-laying 
begins after mid-May, although, as stated by the observer, there “is little habitat 
in Dixon Co." 

Sora: As with Virginia Rail, although probably a later nester, the breeding status of 
late May birds away from known breeding areas (Sandhills, RWB) ts 
equivocal; one was at ICSP 21 May (TG), one near Richland 30 May (D&JP), 
and one in Hitchcock Co 31 May (TJW). One at LWan 16 Apr (GR, BP) was 
rather early; early expected dates are 10-14 Apr. 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 
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Sandhill Crane: Most depart by the end of Apr, with ELDs 19-21 May, but 2 were 
still at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 29 May (CCh). Peak number reported was 
479,000 in the central Platte River Valley 13 Mar (CTr); weekly counts are at 
http://cranetrust.org/2016/04. These appear to be historically high counts for 
the central Platte. To the west, on the North Platte, numbers are increasing; up 
to 5000, the “most in memory” were in the L Alice-Winters Creek area, Scotts 
Bluff Co, 5-19 Mar (AK, KD), and 20,000 were іп Lincoln Со 27 Mar (PJa). 

Whooping Crane: As in recent years, a single bird appeared early in Buffalo Co, 
this year present 19-22 Mar (BWe, m. ob.); two flyovers were seen 19 Mar 
(LLa). А cooperative family group of 3 thrilled a total of 365 visitors at 
Wilkinson WMA, Platte Co, 28 Mar-4 Apr (JGJ, m. ob.). Best count was the 6 
at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 9 Apr (DMo). Three were easterly at PL Apr 8 
(GSh, photo). 

Black-necked Stilt: Recent years have seen more reports in the east, where it is still 
rare. Eastern records this spring are one near David City 27 Apr (JGJ), one at 
LWan 7 May (PHo), one in Dodge Co 11 May (D&JP), 4 at Peru Bottoms 
WMA, Nemaha Co, 21 May (JGJ), and one at ConL 21-23 May (ERa, m. ob.). 

American Avocet: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, fairly common east. 

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide spring migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: One at Funk WPA, Phelps Co, 15-16 Mar (BSm, m. ob.) 
was 4th-earliest on record; EEDs are 19-20 Mar. Rather late was one at NLB 
29 Mar (MW, BP); expected late dates are 31 May, 3-5 Jun. Best count was the 
300 at Shypoke WMA, Seward Co, 21 Apr (D&JP); single-location high is 714. 

Snowy Plover: The reports involved 3-4 individuals, more than usual. Singles were 
at Tamora WMA, Seward Co, 24 Apr (MW, BHe), likely a different bird was 
there 28 May (JGJ), one was about 7 miles east of Utica 26 May (SKr), and one 
was at LO 24 May (MW). These birds were all rather late; ELDs are 28-30 
May. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Piping Plover: One at ConL 6 Apr (LE) was rather early; EEDs are 27 Mar, Apr 2, 
4. Reports were from known or expected locations mostly in the east, as well 
as LM. That these birds are adept at dispersing during spring migratton to find 
suitable breeding habitat is indicated by individuals at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 
14 Apr (ERa) and 4 May (CNK), and Milburn Dam WMA, Blaine Co, 10 May 
(WF). 

Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant and 
breeder. 

Mountain Plover: Best count was 9 in Kimball Co 23 Apr (KD). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant, 

Greater Yellowlegs: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 
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Willet: One was rather late near Norfolk 30 May, but appeared to have an injured 
wing (WF). Last expected dates are 2-4 Jun away from the known breeding 
range. 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One in Buffalo Co 10 Mar was rather early (CCr, RSa); EEDs 
аге 7-9 Mar. A remarkable 220 were in one puddle in Boone Co 29 Apr (JGJ). 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Whimbrel: This species also passes through the state in a tight window in mid-late 
May. There were 5 reports. Two were in Sheridan Co 4 May (RAA), 3 were in 
Box Butte Co 23 May (2 at a prairie dog town) and another in Morrill Co the 
same day (all D&JP and GR), and 2 were in Douglas Co 15 May (JR photo), 
the latter only the 6th eastern record away from the RWB, which itself has only 
18 spring records. 

Long-billed Curlew: One in Frontier Co 24 Mar (CHe photo) was easterly. 

Hudsonian Godwit: The 11 at ConL, Lancaster Co, 9 Apr (SKr photo), were rather 
early; expected dates are 6-7 Apr. One in Morrill Co 23 May (GR, D&JP) 
provided only the 4th Panhandle record. By far the largest spring numbers 
occur in the RWB, a staging area for this species. The 326 in Butler Co 15 
May was the 3rd-highest RWB count on record (JGJ). 

Marbled Godwit: One at ConL, Lancaster Co, 2 Apr (BHe, MW) was second- 
earliest on record. Most Marbled Godwits pass through in a tight window; high 
counts are 22-25 Apr. 

Ruddy Turnstone: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant central, fairly 
common east and west. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide spring migrant. 

Dunlin: Reports were routine of this uncommon regular spring migrant east and 
central, rare casual west. 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Record early by 2 days were 2 at ConL, Lancaster Co, 6 Mar 
(SKr photo), these were followed closely by 12 at Harvard Marsh 8 Mar (PD). 
Previous EEDs were 8-9 Mar. 

Least Sandpiper: One in Kearney Co 13 Mar (DWe) was rather early; EEDs are 7- 
13 Mar. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Six at Straight Water WMA, Seward Co, 28 Apr (LE) 
were early and well-documented; this is a late-migrating species and the EEDs 
19-24 Apr are all documented. The 800 at Peru Bottoms WMA, Nemaha Co, 
21 May (JGJ) was an impressive tally, but highs are 3000-7000! 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: One in Saunders Co 22 Apr (LE) was rather early; 

EEDs are 22-23 Apr. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One in Clay Co 14 Mar (DWe) was rather early; EEDs are 4- 
13 Mar. The 400 estimated at ConL, Lancaster Co, 20 May (WRS) was 3rd- 
highest tally on record. Previous highs were 350-521. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at Jack Sinn 2 Apr (MW) was rather early; EEDs 
are 21-26 Mar. Among the 2000+ shorebirds at a drawn-down ConL, 
Lancaster Co, 750 were estimated 18 May (MW); high Semipalmated 
Sandpiper counts are >2000. 
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Western Sandpiper: There were 3 reports of this rare spring migrant: singles were 
at LBN 25 Apr (JGJ), in Phelps Co 29 Apr (AF), and in Dixon Co 8 May 
(HWi). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring 
migrant. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Two at Smartweed WMA, Nuckolls Co, 10 Mar (LB) were 
rather early; EEDs are 9-10 Mar. 

Wilson's Snipe: Previous EEDs away from wintering or summering locations were 
14-16 Mar, but this year some 7 sightings 12-15 Mar from York, Buffalo, 
Phelps, Thayer, and Pawnee Cos (m. ob.) were likely of birds that wintered as a 
result of the mild conditions; another was at Verdon Lake SRA, Richardson Co, 
7 Mar (NR). 

American Woodcock: Westerly was one peenting in Buffalo Co 10 Mar (CVe); 
status along the Platte River Valley in the central is not well-known, but there 
are several records. 

Wilson's Phalarope: One at Redhead WMA, Fillmore Co, 21 Mar (JGJ) was 2nd- 
earliest on record for Nebraska, record early for the RWB. 

Red-necked Phalarope: Rare in the east, previously with only around 30 records, 
this spring had a surprising three: one was in Butler Co 15 May (JGJ), one was 
in Fillmore 18 May (JGJ), and two were at ConL, Lancaster Co, 18 May (BHe, 
MW). 

Bonaparte's Gull: The 1-2 at BOL 12-14 Mar (BHe, MW, GR) were rather early; 
EEDs are 7-10 Mar. 

Franklin's Gull: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Ring-billed Gull: An unusual individual with orange legs was at Bennington L, 
Douglas Co, 27 Mar-2 Apr (JR); this may have been a very brightly-hued adult 
in full breeding-season flush. 

California Gull: The only report away from LM was of 3 at the Scottsbluff SL 21 
May (m. ob.). This is the 34th report in spring away from LM, and the latest 
such record by a week. LO hosted 2-4 on 24-25 May (MW, WRS), as might be 
expected there. 

Herring Gull: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant statewide 
spring migrant. 

Thayer's Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were 13 reports of this uncommon spring 
migrant, but unexpected were several reports of lingering birds. Since previous 
ELDs were 30 Apr-May 2, somewhat surprising were at least 5 birds, two ads, 
a first year, and two 2nd-spring birds, at LO 13-24 May (GSh, BP, RSt, MW). 

Glaucous-winged Gull: One well-described at LO 23 Apr (CRu) would be the third 
documented record and fifth report for the state if accepted by the NOURC. 
All 5 reports are in the period 16 Feb-23 Apr. 

Glaucous Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Least Tern: The 11 at a Douglas Co housing development near Valley 27 May (JR) 
was a good count; highs are 12-35. 

Caspian Tern: One in Hall Co 16 Apr (TGo) tied the Sth-earliest date for spring. 
Previous EEDs were16-17 Apr. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 
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Common Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Forster’s Tern: Rather early was one at LO 29 Mar (ТАУ); previous EEDs were 
Mar 28, Apr 1,4. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Two carrying nest material in Lincoln 24 May were 
apparently “adapting well to life in the big city" (RE). This may have been а 
2nd or even 3rd brood, as this species may begin nest building in Nebraska as 
early as 30 Jan. 

White-winged Dove: At least 8 were reported statewide (m. ob.); one in Keamey 9 
Mar (BBr) was either a very early migrant or wintered nearby, and another at 
Mormon Island SRA, Hall Co, 19 Mar (CO, RS) was probably an early 
migrant. The previous EEDs for this species were 20-24 Mar. 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central 
spring migrant, uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were only two reports of this low-density species, one 
at PSP 18 May (JJ) and another at Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 31 May (DHo, 
CGr). It is rare in the west. 

Barn Owl: One in Scotts Bluff Co 19 Mar (AK) was rather early; EEDs are 10-13 
Mar. The 10-11 birds reported were all in the west and southwest. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: Barely making it into the Spring Report was one in York Co 1 Mar 
(JSc, fide MB). ELDs are 26 Mar-1 Apr. 

Burrowing Owl: One at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 14 Mar (DWe) was the 4th-earliest 
on record; EEDs are all 21 Mar. Hultine is currently the easternmost known 
regular breeding site; 3 were there 19 May (RSt). 

Barred Owl: Reports along the Little Blue River continue: the species is established 
at Flathead WMA near Fairbury, where 3 were counted 4 Mar (CNK), and 
singles were at Meridian WMA, eastern Thayer Co, 9 May (JGJ) and at Little 
Blue WMA near Hebron 25 Apr (SSc). The latter two reports are the 4th and 
5th for Thayer Co, all in Little Blue River tributaries, the western extent of the 
southeastern Nebraska range. One near Oakdale, Antelope Co, is the 
westernmost on the Elkhorn River except for a single report near O'Neill in 
2014. West of Hall Co there are few reports; one was reported without details 
at Dogwood WMA, Dawson Co, 1 May (MMi). 

Long-eared Owl: ELDs for wintering birds (not known to be breeding) are 19-20 
Apr, and so singles at Jack Sinn (seen in Lancaster and Saunders Cos) 3 Apr 
(MW), FF 28 Mar (KGo photo), and at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co 23 Apr (DSt) 
may have been migrants, although 23 Apr is a date suggestive of breeding. 

Short-eared Owl: This species is a rare winter visitor to non-breeding locations; 
singles were at DeSoto NWR 2 Mar (EB) and Knox Co 20 Mar (MB). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: Considered *no longer rare here" (TJW), reports from the 
cedar canyons in southeastern Lincoln Co are regular in winter, but breeding 
has not yet been documented, although it is quite likely. Departure from that 
area is usually in late Mar; one was calling 1 Apr (TJW). A brood of 6 at a nest 
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box in Thomas Co was banded 4 May (CNK, JT, WM); this is the fifth known 
location of breeding in Nebraska. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Common Poorwill: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, rare casual east. 

Chuck-will’s-widow: Two at Meridian WMA, Thayer Co, 29 May (JGJ) were at the 
westernmost currently known site for the species south of the Platte River. No 
others were reported. 

Whip-poor-will: Reports were reccived from two westerly outposts; 2 were at Smith 
Falls SP, eastern Cherry Co 19 May (RTy) and one at NNF, Halsey, 26 May 
(BP). There are multiple Jun records at both locations. 

Chimney Swift: The 90 at PP 30 Apr (MW) was a good count; previous highs were 
40-118. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
west. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Westernmost was one at Smith Falls SP, eastern 
Cherry Co, 21 May (KCo). This species is uncommon in central Nebraska in 
spring. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Nebraska’s fourth spring record of this species, all 
2014-2016, was a fem in the same Dawes Co yard where 3 of the 4 records 
originated, on 22 May (JWh, MW, BP, WRS). There are no nesting records for 
the state. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide migrant 
and resident. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant west, 
rare casual central and east. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Со, 14 Apr (OR1) 
was 3rd-earliest on record for the north. EEDs in the north are 21-24 Apr. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: This species occurs west to the Valentine area along the 
Niobrara Valley; two were at the Valentine City Park 3 Mar (NJo). Rare in the 
North Platte River Valley west of LM, there were these reports: one at Ash 
Hollow SHP, Garden Со, 2 Apr (ЕКІ), one near Lewellen 31 May (СНе), and 

two at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 29 May (DHo). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Arrival in the north is expected by mid-Mar, and so one 
in Garfield Co 9 Mar (JGJ) was rather early. Only the 13th spring Panhandle 
record was of one in Sioux Co 13 May; it was well-described, still in brown 
plumage as is typical of this species rather than Red-naped Sapsucker (WF). 
Another, 14th for the Panhandle, was in Banner Co 20 Mar (KD). 

Red-naped Sapsucker: In spring this species is less-than-annual, with only 3 
records in all. This spring, however, there were two: a fem was well- 
photographed at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 14 May (PB photo, fide JGJ), and 
another was reported at Greenwood Cem, Sidney, Cheyenne Co, 12 Mar (WKa, 
good details), a very early date; arrival in Wyoming and South Dakota ts 
generally in late Apr, although there is a mid-Mar record for South Dakota 
(Tallman et al. Birds of South Dakota 2002; Faulkner Birds of Wyoming 2010). 
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Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: The Rocky Mountains subspecies Picoides villosus monticola 
breeds in the Black Hills but not, as far as is known, in Nebraska. Only the 
second documented report for Nebraska was one “with no spots on shoulders” 
at Box Butte Res, Dawes Co, 24 May (D&JP). 

American Three-toed Woodpecker: Despite careful searching 5 Apr and 21 May 
in East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, none were found (WM, MW, BP, WRS). It 
appears the bark beetle outbreak that attracted these birds Jun 2014 has died 
down and they have moved on. 

Northern Flicker: Previous ELDs for the red-shafted morph are 7-13 Apr. An 
observation in Lincoln Co 8 Apr (TJW) fits this timing well: “а week ago 1/3 of 
the flickers I saw were red-shafted, today just 1 out of 9 were red-shafted." 

Pileated Woodpecker: Up to 4 were reported at FF, typical these days (m. ob.). 
Surprising were the 4 at the north end of the current Missouri River Valley 
range at DeSoto NWR 1 May (JT); there have been reports there since 2012. 
Also surprisingly, there have been only 3 previous reports from the Platte River 
Valley, but there were two this spring that suggest this species is investigating 
suitable habitat there. One was at Two Rivers SP, Douglas Co, 6 May (WF), 
and singles were at Schramm SP, Sarpy Co, 23 Mar (TK fide JGJ) and 14 May 
(D&JP). One was at a known recent location, Flathead WMA, Jefferson Co, 5 
May (JGJ). 

American Kestrel: A nest box program operated by Joe Gubanyi in Seward Co is 
yielding results after spotty progress since inception in 2013, with only one box 
total occupied, that in 2014. This spring, however, eggs were in 3 boxes by 21 
Apr, and male kestrels were tending two others (JG). By 21 May, eggs were in 
4 boxes, but none had hatched; however, two boxes had chicks 26 May (JG). 

Merlin: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Peregrine Falcon: One in Buffalo Co 19 Mar (EJo photo) was early; EEDs are 22- 
24 Mar. A new nesting site may becoming established in Norfolk, where two 
were apparently defending a cell tower against a Turkey Vulture 29 Apr and 
were still present 11 May; so far no evidence of nesting was observed (SB). 
One in Scotts Bluff Co 28 May (DHo) was rather late; previous ELDs were 24- 
27 May. 

Prairie Falcon: One in Dawson Co 14 May (RL) was tardy at that central location; 
ELDs in the central and east are 30 Apr-1 May. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One at FF 25 Apr was quite early; EEDs are 29 Apr-2 May. 
Rare in the west, one was in Kimball Co 21 May (LE). 

Western Wood-Pewee: This species is rare east of the Panhandle, where most such 
reports are from the LM area, where two were present 23 May (TJW). It also 
Occurs on occasion in northeastern Cherry Co; two were at Fort Niobrara NWR 
20 May (RTy). Another was barely east of the Panhandie in Dundy Co the 
same day (WKa). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Westernmost was one near Ogallala 20 May (RSt), where it 
occurs on occasion. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were 6 reports, 5 in the east 10-22 May as 
expected (m. ob), and one surprisingly far west in Keith Co 20 May (EB). 
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There is a single Panhandle report, and 3 previous records from Keith Co, 
including two banded at LO (Brown et al. 1996 Trans. Nebraska Acad. Sci. 23: 
91-108). 

Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon breeder 
southeast. 

Alder Flycatcher: Ali reports were from the east as expected, including one rather 
early calling at FF 7 May (GR); EEDs are 6-7 May. Large numbers of Alder 
and Willow Flycatchers probably pass through unidentified to species and 
reported as “Traill’s”; estimates of 30 and 60 Traill’s were reported 11 and 12 
May in Lancaster and Burt Cos (TEL). 

Willow Flycatcher: One in Lincoln Co 9 May (TJW) was rather early for the 
westerly location; previous EEDs away from the east were 5-10 May. 

Least Flycatcher: The 58 at FF 14 May (GR) was a record high for spring, but only 
by 4. Another there 26 Apr (BP) was rather early; EEDs are 22-24 Apr. 

Gray Flycatcher: What would be only the second spring record of this species if 
accepted by NOURC was a tail-wagging individual at Oliver Res 22 May 
(TJW). 

Dusky Flycatcher: The 7th spring record for the state if accepted by the NOURC 
was of one well-studied and calling south of Exit 1 on I-80 21 May (MW, 
WRS). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports from East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 10 and 24 May 
(WM, MW, BP, WRS) and Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 23 May (MW) were 
from known breeding locations, but one at Gering Cem 22 May (MW, WRS) 
was a migrant. Few migrants are reported. | 

Eastern Phoebe: This species arrived even earlier than usual; one in Greeley Со 9 
Mar (JGJ) was record early by far for the north and west, where EEDs are 20- 
24 Mar. In the south and east, previous EEDs were 4-8 Mar, but there were 
these early records: 6 Mar Buffalo Co (BHe) and 8 Mar Lancaster Co (JSS). 

Say’s Phoebe: One at PL 25-29 Apr (LE, m ob.) was only the 10th record south and 
east of Polk Co, and another in Deuel Co 13 Mar (CGo) was earliest on record 
by 5 days; EEDs are 18-20 Mar. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common regular spring 
migrant east, locally common central, uncommon west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west, rare 
casual central. 

Western Kingbird: Singles at Eppley Airfield, Omaha, 24 Apr (JT) and HL the 
same day (TEL) tied the third-earliest on record. EEDs are 21-24 Apr. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: There were 4 individuals reported, typical of recent 
years; singles were in Thayer Co near Hebron 25 Apr (JCa, SSc) and near 
Reynolds 5 Мау (ЈОЈ), in Jefferson Co 7 May (ТОЛ, and near Denton, 
Lancaster Co, 26 May (JG). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide migrant. 

Northern Shrike: One in Kimball Co 1 May (DKi et al., details) was the second 
sighting on record for May. 

White-eyed Vireo: Recently there has been about one report per year of this species, 
usually in the lower Missouri River Valley; it breeds in extreme northeast 
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Kansas. A cooperative bird was at FF 26 Apr-17 May (PS, m. ob.) and another 
was in an Omaha yard 17 May (TCI photo). 

Bell’s Vireo: One in Garden Co 12 May (WF) was rather early; previous EEDs for 
the Panhandle were 11-19 May. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, rare central, rare casual west. 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant west. 

Cassin’s Vireo: One at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, 14 May (WF) was the 4th 
spring record of this species; all are in the Panhandle 14 May-1 Jun. 

Blue-headed Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
rare casual central. 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Recent years have seen a dramatic increase in numbers reported 
of this species. Prior to about 2012, the usual number reported was 1-6, but in 
2013 there was a tally of 14, and now, in 2016, at least 25 individuals were 
reported. I suspect, apart from misidentification of fresh spring Warbling 
Vireos, that easy access to eBird reporting may be a factor. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this uncommon spring visitor northwest. 

Blue Jay: Numbers are far lower in the west than in the east; previous high counts in 
the west were 10-13, and so noteworthy was the 13 in Scotts Bluff Co 29 May 
(DHo). 

Black-billed Magpie: The current stronghold of this species is the Panhandle east 
locally to Keith and Lincoln Cos, with widely-scattered small groups eastward. 
Even in the west, numbers are low. Three active nests were found in Smiley 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 9 May, but the observer noted “sad to compare with the first 
atlas project 30 years ago, when I could find a half dozen active nests around 
the shower building [at Fort Robinson SHP] and flocks of 20-30 birds flying 
around the park buildings” (WM). In East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, the first 
nest found in a decade was on 9 May (WM). The only reports farther east were 
of one north of Cozad, Dawson Co, 17 May (RL), several reports of up to 5 in 
the Fort Kearny, Buffalo Co, area 15 Mar-8 Apr (m. ob.), and one near Burwell 
15 Mar (ABr). 

American Crow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide migrant. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Purple Martin: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Tree Swallow: Two at HL 11 Mar (EJ) and one at L Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 12 Mar 
(TEL) were rather early; previous EEDs were 10-14 Mar. 

Violet-green Swallow: Two at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 14 Apr (RSg) were 
early; EEDs are 23-26 Apr, but there are (now) 3 earlier dates in Apr. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
spring migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: The 5000 at LO 20 May (MW) was a record spring count; previous 
highs were 2000-3500. 
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Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Counts in FF of 24-25 during Apr (JR, BP) when high 
counts occur for this species may indicate some migration through the area; at 
ieast one winter influx has been documented through banding studies (RS, BG). 

Mountain Chickadee: None were reported of this rare winter visitor west; ELDs for 
wintering birds are 2-4 May. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common southeastern resident. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, 27 May (JAn) was rather 
late; ELDs away from known breeding locations are 30-31 Мау. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident central, 
east, and northwest, rare Sandhills and southern Panhandle, and uncommon 
winter visitor away from breeding range. 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Breeding is documented east on the Pine Ridge to Metcalf WMA, 
Sheridan Co; the 3 near Whiteclay 30 May (PMH) suggest that the entire Pine 
Ridge is occupied. There are no South Dakota records in the Whiteclay area 
(Tallman et al. 2002). 

Brown Creeper: That this species continues as a breeder at its FF outpost was 
confirmed by the finding of two nests on the north floodplain 7 Apr (AG); nest 
building was under way there 12 Apr (RSt) and singles were present 3 May 
(RSt) and 14 May (GR). 

Rock Wren: Three in northwestern Frontier Co 21 Apr (TJW) were at the east edge 
of the summer range south of the Platte River. 

House Wren: One in Hitchcock Co 9 Apr (JSk) was rather early; EEDs away from 
the east are 13-15 Apr. An excellent one-person one-location count was the 50 
at WP 11 May (TEL). 

Winter Wren: At least two may have wintered at FF, possibly the birds seen 25 Mar 
(RS). Wintering may occur elsewhere at seeps; Mar reports from Sarpy, 
Lancaster, and Cass Cos (m. ob.) may have been examples. 

Sedge Wren: The 12 at DeSoto NWR 1 May (JT) was a good count; previous highs 
were 8-19. 

Marsh Wren: Singles at LO 5 Mar (WF) and at NLB 14 Mar (GR) were early; both 
probably wintered nearby. EEDs are 10-11 Apr. Nesting is rare in the southern 
third of Nebraska; nest building was underway at SCP 12-13 May (JSS, KP). 
One at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co, 30 May (MSh) and 4 at LSWNP, Lincoln, 
(MW, JSS) were late 1f not attempting to breed also. ELDs are 14-18 May. 

Carolina Wren: The only westerly report was of one at LO 27 May (DHo); there 
are only two previous records this far west, one at LM and the other in Scotts 
Bluff Co. The remaining reports were in the area bounded by Dixon, Platte, 
Hall, Buffalo, and Franklin Cos (m. ob.). Two wintered in Hastings, but left 2 
May when House Wrens arrived (PSa). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at FF 8 Apr (L&BP) was rather early; EEDs are 6 Apr 
(three times). In the west, EEDs are 20 Apr-1 May, and so the 7 at Gering Cem 
and Scotts Bluff NM 1 May (KD) were rather early. The 45 at FF 22 Apr (JR) 
and 22 at Towl Park, Omaha, 12 May (JCr) were the 2nd- and 3rd-highest 
spring counts on record. In the west, the 9 at WHNC 28 May (DHo) was the 
2nd-highest spring count there. 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet: Three at PP 8 Mar (ERa, m. ob.) were rather early, as 
was one in Gage Co 12 Mar (MB); previous EEDs were 7-9 Mar. One at PL 5 
Mar (LE) apparently wintered there, as it was reported in Feb also. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One singing in Lincoln 7 Mar (JGJ) was early; previous 
EEDs for the species were 9-11 Mar, 23-30 Mar in the Panhandle. 

Eastern Bluebird: EEDs in the Panhandle are 23-25 Mar; two arrived at WHNC, 
where nesting occurs, 12 Mar (KD), one of 6 dates 7-18 Mar prior to the EEDs. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west and 
central, rare casual east. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Easternmost were two at BOL 15 Mar (LE), where this 
species is less-than-annual. 

Veery: One “eastern red bird” in Perkins Co 8 May (TJW) was westerly; expected 
migrant Veeries in the west are a different subspecies from rufous eastern birds, 
and are brown. There is only one documented record of an eastern Veery in the 
Panhandle. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Numbers and reports were high for this species; there were 
an amazing 40+ reports of at least 50 individuals, including counts of 10-11 at 
FF 13-14 May (MW, JR, BP). This follows a good year in 2015, although only 
around 26 were reported that spring. 

Swainson’s Thrush: Large numbers of this species also showed up; best count was 
75 at FF 13 May (MW, JR). The only higher count available is a Sarpy Co 
Spring Count in 1996 that found 272 at FF and 499 in the county overall. One 
at FF 17 Apr was rather early, early enough to be compared to a nearby Hermit 
Thrush (BP); EEDs in the south and east were 16-19 Apr. Similarly, 4 in the 
Sandhills 24 May (D&JP) were rather early for the north and west, where EEDs 
were 23-25 Apr. 

Hermit Thrush: Arrival in the east was early, with 4 reports prior to the EEDs 26- 
29 Mar. These may have been wintering nearby, although recent springs have 
seen many early-arriving passerines. The only report of the Rocky Mountains 
subspecies Catharus guttatus auduboni, which migrates through the Panhandle 
in May rather than Apr, was of one photographed at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff 
Co, 23 May (KGo). 

Wood Thrush: One at Hormel Park, Dodge Co, 26 Apr (GR) was rather early; 
EEDs are 20-23 Apr. Breeding occurs west rarely only to Lancaster Co in the 
southeast, and so one in Jefferson Co 16 May (SSc, WRS) may have been a 
migrant. One at NNF, Halsey, 27 May (BP) was westerly and rather late for a 
migrant; ELDs away from the breeding range are 24-27 May. Sightings are 
less-than-annual in the central. 

American Robin: The 500 at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo, Co 24 Mar (OLa) was а 
good count; spring highs are 796-1200. 

Varied Thrush: One in a Wilsonville yard 24 Mar-5 Apr (LO, LR, RH) was 
Nebraska’s first since 2012. This species is less-than-annual in the state, with 
records for 6 of the last 10 years. 

Gray Catbird: The 40 in Burt Co 12 May (TEL) was a good count; spring highs are 
50-108. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: Nebraska’s 9th documented record was of one at Calamus 
Res, Loup Co, 19 Feb-14 Apr (TS photo, JMu, RHt photo). The photos 
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indicate that this bird is of the eastern subspecies Toxostoma curvirostre 
oberholseri; both this subspecies and western T. c. palmeri have occurred in 
Nebraska. 

Brown Thrasher: One at Omaha 21 Mar (AD fide CNK) was probably an early 
migrant; EEDs are 2-3 Apr in the east, and overwintering is rare. 

Northern Mockingbird: The 10 at SCP 9 Apr (EA) is the new high count; none was 
previously established. 

European Starling: The 800 at LSWNP 18 Mar (BHe) was a good count; spring 
highs are 1000-"thousands". 

American Pipit: One at Jack Sinn 9 Mar (EA) was earliest on record by one day; 
EEDs were 10-13 Mar. 

Sprague’s Pipit: Typical in spring for this species were two reports: 1-2 at SCP 22- 
23 Apr (KP, JSS), and one flying over and calling at VNWR 13 Apr (EA). 
Migration peaks in Apr. 

Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this uncommon western winter visitor; 
ELDs are in early Apr. 

Cedar Waxwing: Counts in spring illustrate the occurrence of two pulses of this 
species, one around early Apr, the other in late May; "hundreds and hundreds" 
were in southeastern Lincoln Co cedar canyons 8 Apr (TJW), and 120 were in 
Banner Co 21 May (TJW). 

Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Easterly were 15 in Arthur Co 11 Apr (JGJ); spring 
migrants are rare outside the Panhandle. 

Smith's Longspur: Arrival this spring was much earlier than previously 
documented by EEDs 31 Маг-3 May. АП of the 5 reports were 2-21 Mar (m. 
ob.), suggesting wintering nearby in Nebraska or early departure from northerly 
wintering areas in the Kansas Flint Hills. The 24 at SCP 6 Mar (ERa, HTe) is 
3rd-highest spring (а Пу; previous highs were 18-125. 

McCown’s Longspur: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
west, rare casual elsewhere. 

Snow Bunting: None were reported of this uncommon statewide spring migrant and 
winter visitor; ELDs are 11-12 Mar. 

Ovenbird: The 14 at FF 14 May (BP, JR) tied the previous single observer high for 
spring. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One or two at FF 30 Mar (MM fide RS, CNK) were rather 
early; previous EEDs were 29-31 Mar. Delineation of breeding territories 
continues; 6 territories were occupied at Rock Creek SHP, 3-4 at Rose Creek 
WMA, and 4 at Rose West WMA (all 3 locations in Jefferson Co) by 17 Мау 
(SSc, JCa). At FF, 2 territories were occupied 22 Apr (GR), at PRSP 3 of 4 
known territories were occupied by 17 Apr (SSc, JCa), and one territory 
persists at WP (MW, SSc, JCa, m. ob.). Westernmost was one near Reynolds, 
Jefferson Co, 4 May (SSc, JCa), and one singing at Arbor Day Farm, Otoe Co, 
17 May (RTy) may have been breeding. Along with the 7 known territories at 
ICSP, there appear to be at least 26 breeding pairs in the state. 

Northern Waterthrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. 
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Golden-winged Warbler: Continuing the pattern of recent higher numbers, 2016 
saw record numbers, some 29 individuals reported, including counts of 5 at ЕЕ 
14 May (GR) and 5-6 at LNB 9 May (MN). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Only one of this less-than-annual species was reported, a 
fem at Mercer Woods, Douglas Co, 10 May (JR photo). 

Black-and-white Warbler: The 13 at FF 13 May (GR) was a good count; single- 
observer high is 16 (twice). 

Prothonotary Warbler: The reports were from two locations; at the regular nest 
box site at FF one box was occupied by a pair (NR, m. ob.), and probably two 
additional singles were present in the general area (RSt, TG, HTe, ERa, m. ob.), 
The second rather surprising location was Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, where 2 
pairs were found along the stream 26 May (HHo, BW). 

Tennessee Warbler: The 55 “counted singly” at WP 11 May (ERa) was 3rd-best 
single-observer count on record, after 72 and 96. Noteworthy were the 35 in a 
single Bellevue yard 11 May (L&BP). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: The remarkable 85 at Gering Cem 1 May (KD) was 
2nd-highest on record; previous highs were 49-100. 

Nashville Warbler: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Connecticut Warbler: Generally only one or two are reported each spring, and this 
year's entrant was one singing for several minutes but unseen at FF 27 May 
(RS). 

MacGillivray's Warbler: The only report of this uncommon western migrant was 
of one seen by several NOU field trippers at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 22 May 
(TJW, m. ob.). 

Mourning Warbler: There are only 3 documented Panhandle records, and so 
noteworthy was one at CLNWR 24 May (GR, D&JP; details). 

Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this rare spring migrant and uncommon 
breeder east. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Hooded Warbler: A good spring, typical of recent years, saw some 6-8 of this rare 
statewide spring migrant reported: 1-2, possibly even 3, were at WP 8-14 May 
(MW, RSt, m. ob.), and singles, possibly the same bird, were at FF 8 and 15 
May (HTe, ERa). Singles were also found in Venango Cem 15 May (TJW), 
Tow] Park, Omaha, 12 May (NR), and an odd-sounding Connecticut-like singer 
at FF 28 May (MW, JR). 

American Redstart: This species was incredibly numerous this spring. Previous 
high counts were 32-46, but several observers had counts at FF 13-28 May of 
32-100 (BS, m. ob.). No counts elsewhere were close. One-two at FF 26 Apr 
(RS, CNK) were rather early; EEDs are 24-25 Apr. 

Cerulean Warbler: A "flurry" (JR) of sightings involved some 7 individuals, 
including 2 fems and at least one male in the FF uplands 7-15 May (DL, JR, 
m.ob.), at least one singer in the FF wetlands 28 Apr-3 May (D&JP, GSh), and 
singles at ConL 21 May (ERa photo, fem), WGP, Omaha, 24 May (NR, RS), 
and Mercer Woods, Douglas Co, 25 May (JR). The 28 Apr sighting at FF was 
of a brief sighting of a dark above, light below, wing-barred bird, high in the 
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canopy, Singing an aberrant buzzy song, “ап unvarying series of mostly three 
relatively monotone buzzes with pauses of a minute or so in between" (D&JP); 
such songs by this species in edge-of-range southeastern Nebraska are not 
unusual. It was rather early; EEDs were 26 Apr-1 May. 

Northern Parula: The 19th Panhandle record was of one in Kimball Co 22 May 
(WF). Westerly were singles in Arthur Co 11 May (WF) and Lincoln Co 9 
May (TJW). This species is uncommon in the central, especially westward. 

Magnolia Warbler: The 10 at WP 11 May (TEL) was a record spring count; 
previous high was 7 (twice). One at CLNWR 24 May (D&JP, GR) was the 
19th Panhandle record. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Most reports were from FF 13-17 May, where up to 4 (GR) 
were present (m. ob.). Elsewhere, one was at WGP 9 May (JH) and two were 
there 21 May (JR). This was a good showing for this rare spring eastern 
migrant, much more common and widespread in fall. 

Blackburnian Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant 
east, rare casual central and west. 

Yellow Warbler: The 70 at WP 11 May (ERa) was a good count, not an estimate; 
single-observer highs are 85-186. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring 
migrant east, uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Blackpoll Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report of this less-than-annual spring 
migrant was of one at WGP 15 May (JCr, JH, L&BP). There are only 32 
spring records in all for the state. 

Palm Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central, rare casual west. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: One in southeastern Lincoln Co 8 Apr, 
along with two previous records there in Mar, suggest a few may winter in the 
cedar canyons there. EEDs are 12-13 Apr. One in Buffalo Со 1 May (WF) 
was easterly. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The 120-150 in Burt Co 29 Apr (CNK) was a 
good count; single-observer highs are 255-260. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The 11 counted at FF 14 May (L&LF) was a new high 
count by one. There are few reports of nesting; one was nest building at FF 5 
May (RS). The only reports away from FF were singles at Krimlofsky Tract, 
Neale Woods, Washington Co, 26 Apr (NR) and 14 May (KGo), and 2 at 
Heron Haven, Omaha, 14 May (BW). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One heard and seen at [CSP 23 Apr (CAn) was 
earliest on record by one day; EEDs were 24-28 Apr. Another in Lincoln 24 
May (CVD) was rather late; ELDs are 25-29 May. 

Canada Warbler: There were 5 reports of this rare eastern spring migrant 11-23 
May (JH, PD, SMa, JJ). 

Wilson’s Warbler: One at LSWNP 30 May (JSS) was rather late; ELDs were 29-30 
May. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Previous high counts were 7-9, but this spring 10 were in 
Dawes Со 31 Мау (DHo, Сат) and 9 in Scotts Bluff Со 28 May (Dok Less 
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than annual in the east, but reported more often in recent years, one was in 
Lancaster Co 14 May (LE). 

Green-tailed Towhee: There was one report, typical of a spring for this rare western 
migrant: one was at Gering Cem 22 May (MW). 

Spotted Towhee: Birds that look like Spotted Towhees may linger in the east on 
occasion; most such birds are probably not “pure” Spotteds but possess some 
Eastern Towhee genes. Singles were at ConL 18-28 May (CVD) and at PSP 28 
May (BFH); many birds in the northeast are hybrids and both species types 
occur there in summer. Most wintering and migrant Spotteds leave the east by 
mid-May; ELDs are 22-24 May, and so one at SCP 22 May (JSS) was rather 
late. 

Eastern Towhee: Migrant numbers generally peak in late Apr-early May, but data 
are few. Earlier dates may be of birds which wintered nearby or in southeast 
Nebraska, although reports away from expected breeding areas suggest EEDs 
in mid-Mar; this spring one was in Buffalo Co 13 Mar (MYo). As with Spotted 
Towhee, the dilemma of eastern birds west and vice versa was reflected with 
this species also; the genetic discussion under Spotted Towhee applies as well, 
but in reverse. A “male towhee with no spotting on its back or wings except for 
the white primary patch” was in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Apr (KD). 

Cassin’s Sparrow: The only report of this late-arriving southwestern species was of 
a singing bird in Hitchcock Co 25 May (TJW). 

American Tree Sparrow: One in Scotts Bluff Co 18 May (RSg), second-latest on 
record, 

Chipping Sparrow: Previous EEDs were 20-23 Mar, but this year there were 2 
reports 15 Mar: two at BOL (LE), one in Garfield Co (ABr), and one on 17 Mar 
in Lancaster Со (ERa). There was an earlier bird at a Dodge Co feeder10-17 
Mar (GR). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One in Douglas Co 31 May (JR) was rather late; ELDs are 
31 May-1 Jun. There are 2 other early Jun records. 

Field Sparrow: Rather early was one at PL 17 Mar (TG); EEDs away from the 
Panhandle are 20 Mar (3 times). Also early for the westerly location was one 
in Lincoln Co 11 Apr (ТАМ); EEDs in the Panhandle are 15-20 Apr. In the 
Panhandle, where the species has been considered a rare migrant, there were 
about 20 reports prior to 2015, when there were 4 reports, and this spring, a 
surprising 11 reports (m. ob.), largely due to the NOU meeting at Kimball and 
Bill Flack's county-by-county efforts. 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Lark Bunting: The 400 in Hackberry Canyon, Banner Co, 21 May (WRS) was a 
good count; previous highs were 300-"thousands". 

Savannah Sparrow: One on 5 Mar in Polk Co (GR), where wintering is unlikely, 
was early; EEDs are 9-11 Mar. Two in Nemaha Co 9 Mar (L&BP) may have 
wintered at that location. The 50 in Sarpy Co 29 Apr was a good count; highs 
are 65-250. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
spring migrant. 
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Henslow’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant 
southeast, rare regular northeast and central. 

LeConte’s Sparrow: The only report was of one at Peru Bottoms WMA, Nemaha 
Co, (L& BP); this is 2nd-earliest on record, and likely wintered there. EEDs аге 
30 Mar-2 Apr. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: None were reported of this late migrant, rarely reported in 
spring; EEDs are 4-12 May. 

Fox Sparrow: EEDs at locations where not reported in winter are 2-3 Mar; thus one 
in Jefferson Co 4 Mar (CNK) was rather early. The 18 at Hormel Park, Dodge 
Co, 27 Mar (GR) was a good count; highs are 22-25. 

Song Sparrow: One in a Lincoln Co yard 24 Apr (VC) was described as “reddish”; 
there are a few reports from the west of such birds, which are probably of the 
subspecies Melospiza melodia montana of the Rocky Mountains. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Previous EEDs were 10-11 Mar, and so three reports of singles 
9 Mar were of interest: Dixon Co (JJ), Lancaster Co (MUs), and Hall Co (SSo), 
as was one 11 Mar in Thurston Co (GR). 

Swamp Sparrow: None were reported wintering, and so likely rather early spring 
arrivals were 3 at Jack Sinn 9 Mar (EJa), one at LWan 9 Mar (GR), and one at 
PL 15 Mar (BHe). Previous EEDs were 17-18 Mar. 

White-throated Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: This species is rarely reported away from the 
breeding range, and so one at CLNWR 4 May (PLe) was noteworthy. The only 
other report was from the breeding range, in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 23 
May (MW). 

Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Previous high counts were 100-150, and so 
counts of 120 in Dodge Co 24 Mar (CCr) and 100 in Sarpy Co 12 Mar (MSh) 
were significant. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: A male was in an Omaha yard 19 Mar (SMa); 
observers are reporting this form more often as field marks are becoming 
familiar. Extreme dates of occurrence in Nebraska are 21 Oct-4 Apr (21 
records, mostly in the last 5 years). 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Rare in the east in spring, a typical showing was the 5 
reported there (m. ob.). 

Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine of this common spring 
migrant west, uncommon central, rare casual east. 

Summer Tanager: Less than annual in the west, one ш Box Butte Co 30 May 
(DWi) was the 12th Panhandle record. 

Scarlet Tanager: First year males are sometimes more orange than red; this is 
perfectly normal and clinal and does not elevate such birds to the status of 
“variant” (Rick Wright 2014; http://birdaz.com/blog/2014/05/15/the-scarlet- 
tanager-orange-variant/); one was at PRSP 29 May (JWo). Westernmost was 
one at Valentine 3 May (NJo), the western edge of the spring migration range. 
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Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant west and 
west-central, rare casual east-central and east. 

Northern Cardinal: The only report from the Panhandle was of опе at Bridgeport 
SRA, Morrill Co, 12 May (WF); this is one of only a handful of known 
Panhandle locations. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Rare in the Panhandle in spring, there were two reports: 2 
were in a Scotts Bluff Co yard 9 May (KD, photo) and one was at Chadron SP, 
Dawes Co, 23 May (ЕВ). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common spring migrant west 
and central, rare casual east. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring migrant. 

Lazuli Bunting: There were fewer reports from the east than in recent years: 1-3 at 
Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 21 May (ERa, BHe) and one at WP 13 May (LE). 

Indigo Bunting: The 25 on Steamboat Trace near Peru 21 May (JGJ) was a record 
single-observer count. A male in Cass Co 17 Apr (KSc) was rather early; 
EEDs are 23-25 Apr. 

Dickcissel: Rare and erratic in the Panhandle, the only reports there were of one in 
Garden Co 26 May (RSt) and 2 in Kimball Co 20 May (SQ). One in Lancaster 
Co 19 Apr (SQ) was rather early; EEDs are 15-18 Apr. There are 4 earlier 
dates on record, 29 Mar-4 Apr, thus noteworthy was a report of one in Hall Co 
31 Mar (SSz, SGa). Overwintering is not unprecedented in this species. 

Bobolink: One at ConL 28 Apr (MW) was rather early; EEDs are 27-28 Apr. 
Bobolinks were on territory at SCP by 28 Apr (MW). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: One at SCP 2 Mar was singing (SB), an early date for such 
behavior. It may have wintered in the area; small flocks of singers, presumably 
migrants, may appear as early as late Feb. One singing in Dakota Co 26 Mar 
was rare in that area (ВЕН); the range generally extends north in Missouri 
River Valley counties to Thurston Co. One was in Thurston Co 11 Mar (GR). 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring 
migrant. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring 
migrant, 

Rusty Blackbird: Reports were routine of this uncommon spring migrant east, rare 
central, uncommon casual west. 

Brewer's Blackbird: A colony had been present about 10 miles east of Harrison for 
many years, but no birds had been seen there for some 15 years until 5 pairs 
were found 11 May 2016; there were 2 nests with eggs 23 May (WM). 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant. 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species is least numerous in the Sandhills; a “уегу 
vocal" bird was in Valentine 28 Mar (JED), and additional reports of up to 12 
birds were from 7 Sandhills Cos 15 Mar-24 May (m. ob.). Courting was under 
way at Grand Island 28 Mar (SSc). Juveniles were present at a nesting colony 
near the Cobbler Inn, Lincoln, 25 May, and ads were carrying food to at least 4 
nest sites there (SSc). 
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Brown-headed Cowbird: Two in Deuel Co 8 Apr were rather early in the 
Panhandle; EEDs there were 9 Apr (three times). The 5000 in Hall Co 13 Mar 
(MMi) was a record spring count; previous highs were 518-750, with one report 
of "thousands". 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports east of the Panhandle are few, but occur regularly along 
the west edge of the central part of the state. Singles were at LM 7 May 
(J&GB) and at Venango, Perkins Co, 8 May (TJW). 

Baltimore Oriole: An amazing single location tally was the 70 at the Gary Lingle 
feeding station in Buffalo Co 29 May (TEL). 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: Previous ELDs were 11-13 May, with two later reports through 19 
May from the north and west. This spring there were 4 reports 14-18 May: 14 
May Lancaster Co (TKe), 14 May Papillion, Sarpy Co (CO), 14 May Walnut 
Creek L, Sarpy Co (5; MHi), and 18 May North Platte (2; ММК). 

Cassin's Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was of an ad 
male at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes Co, 5 Apr (WM). 

Red Crossbill: Ads with juvs were at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes Со, 5 
Apr (WM) and at Steer Creek Campground, Cherry Co, 14 Apr (JGJ); these 
dates are somewhat early. All reports were from the northwest. 

Common Redpoll: The only report was of one at a feeder in Dixon Co 24 Mar 
during a “big snow” (JJ). 

Pine Siskin: Reports were routine of this common statewide winter visitor and 
spring migrant. 

Lesser Goldfinch: Most arrive in mid-late May; this spring 1-2 were in Kimball Co 
21 May (D&JP, RSt), and 2-3 were at WHNC 28 May (BAI, DHo). 

American Goldfinch: Counts of 150 at PP 30 Apr (MW) and LO 13 May (TBu) 
were noteworthy; highs are 200-300. 

Common Canary: An undoubted escape (no back streaking) was in western 
Douglas Co 17 Mar (BD fide JGJ, photo). 

Evening Grosbeak: None were reported of this common but erratic winter visitor 
northwest, fairly common casual elsewhere. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
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The Mute Swan in Nebraska: History and Current Status 


Mark A. Brogie, Creighton, Nebraska 
W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, Iowa (Corresponding Author: silcock@rosssilcock.com) 
Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln, Nebraska 


Mute Swans (Cygnus olor) were introduced into North America during the late 
1800s as decorative waterfowl and have established feral populations (Ciaranca et al. 
1997). Currently, the range of wild populations of Mute Swans in North America 
includes the Atlantic Coast from Maine to South Carolina and the Great Lakes, with 
the exception of Lake Superior where it is not established (Baldassarre 2014). The 
current total North American population is estimated to be 22,000-25,000 
(Baldassarre 2014) and populations continue to increase (Petrie and Francis 2003). 
Indeed, the growing concern over burgeoning numbers has resulted in many states 
and municipalities implementing programs and procedures to reduce their Mute 
Swan populations. 


Although Mute Swans displace native wildlife and negatively impact wetland 
habitats (Ellis and Elphick 2007), captive Mute Swans continue to be raised by 
aviculturists and are commonly used as decorative or ornamental waterfowl to adorn 
city parks, zoos and estates. Furthermore, Mute Swans are occasionally used in 
questionable attempts to displace nuisance Canada Geese (Branta 
canadensis). Occasionally, captive or unpinioned Mute Swans escape or disperse 
and are observed in areas where captive birds are not known to occur. As wild 
populations of Mute Swans continue to increase, there is an increased probability 
naturally occurring vagrants may reach Nebraska. A central challenge, though, is 
distinguishing wild vagrants from escaped captive birds, particularly when evidence 
is limited and usually circumstantial. We believe understanding the occurrence of 
wild Mute Swans in Nebraska is important for two reasons. First, tracking putative 
wild Mute Swans provides potentially useful data for state and local agencies that are 
also monitoring the situation. Second, the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) is charged with maintaining the Official List of Birds of 
Nebraska, and the question of provenance is critically important when evaluating 
whether a species’ record should or should not be accepted. Here we review the 
species’ status in the Midwest and Nebraska and provide guidance to governmental 
entities and NOURC on how individual records in Nebraska should be evaluated to 
determine wild provenance. We also review Nebraska reports and identify those 
which we believe are wild birds using the aforementioned guidance. 
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Mute Swan Status in Midwest 


The Great Lakes population of Mute Swans primarily occurs in the lower peninsula 
of Michigan and includes Lakes Michigan, Huron and Erie. In Michigan, the 
primary wintering range for Mute Swans is located near Traverse City, some 1,000 
km (600 miles) from eastern Nebraska. Though usually considered sedentary in 
North America, Mute Swans in Siberia and Mongolia migrate 1650 km (1000 miles) 
to wintering areas along the Pacific Coast; even some birds wintering at Traverse 
City fly around 100 miles from breeding areas (Baldassarre 2014). Direct evidence 
of long-range dispersal from natal areas to the west, however, is limited. An 
immature banded in Wisconsin July 1984 remained with an adult on the Mississippi 
River near Winfield, Lincoln County, Missouri, 6 Jan-9 Feb 1985 (Robbins and 
Easterla 1992). Thus, North American Mute Swans are capable of dispersing larger 
distances than generally credited to this species, in this case some 560 km (350 
miles). Kent and Dinsmore (1996) suggested first-year birds are more likely to 
disperse; juveniles and non-breeders may travel unknown distances in fall, beginning 
in September (Ciaranca et al. 1997). O'Donnell (2014) used eBird data of Mute 
Swan sightings to show evidence of seasonal migration that may result in natural 
vagrants to the west. O'Donnell (2014) considered that the month-by-month map 
using eBird data “at least supports ... local winter movements of the species, and Га 
even go so far as to say there is evidence that some birds seasonally migrate.” 
Further, he noted “There is ... either a small migration or a pattern of vagrants in 
winter extending roughly from southern Illinois to central Texas. The western 
border of the distribution is vague but seems roughly stable throughout the year 
around the Mississippi River ...". Finally, O'Donnell (2014) concluded, “I think it is 
reasonable that some of these movements are resulting in natural vagrants to the west. 
Of course, it is very difficult to identify them, and they will be greatly outnumbered 
by locally released birds". 


Іп ісхуа, the first accepted record of a wild Mute Swan was of one shot in Nov 1962 
along the Mississippi River in Muscatine County. The current status of the species 
in Тома is "Regular", with most records mid-September through late May, around 
18% of these immatures (Kent and Dinsmore 1996). This pattern suggests that Mute 
Swan is indeed a winter visitor to lowa. 


Status in Nebraska 


Sharpe et al. (2001) considered Mute Swan “Hypothetical” in Nebraska, as, until 
then, there had been no acceptable reports of non-captive birds. Recently, NOURC 
added Mute Swan to the Official List of the Birds of Nebraska (Brogie 2015) based 
on photographs, video, and a description (MB) of a male-female adult pair at a 
remote farm pond in Dixon County, Nebraska, on 7 November 2014. Both swans 
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were unbanded, each had both halluces (hind-toes), and both were capable of strong 
flight. These factors, in conjunction with the birds’ age, sex, timing of the sighting, 
remoteness of the sighting’s location, appearance and association with other 
migrating waterfowl, wary behavior, and increasing populations of wild Mute Swans 
in states east of Nebraska were indicative of wild provenance (Brogie 2015). 


Since the first known Mute Swan record for Nebraska, a “known escape” in 1969 
(Bray et al. 1986), there have been 43 sightings reported, 34 of these from 2008 
through January 2016 (Table 1). The first Nebraska Mute Swan records that are 
likely of non-captive birds were in the 1990s, during a period of a rapidly-expanding 
Michigan population (McPeek and Adams 1994), and the presence of a small free- 
flying population of 4-5 pairs established around 1980 (Bruce Ehresman, pers. comm. 
WRS, 2000) in Ida County, Iowa, about 50 km (30 miles) from Nebraska. This 
population still persists, but with only one mated pair that has not reproduced since 
approximately 2011 (Don Poggensee, pers. comm. WRS, | Ли 2016). Breeding of 
purported wild Mute Swans has not been reported in Nebraska. Correlation analysis 
using Michigan Mute Swan Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) indices and the Nebraska 
records 1990-2015 shows a statistically significant relationship (г = 0.58, P = 0.002): 
the number of Nebraska reports has increased along with the population increases in 
Michigan (Figure 1). Also, a strong temporal pattern has become evident over time 
as well that indicates increased sightings in the winter months since the 1990s 
(Figure 2). 


Guidance on Evaluating Mute Swan Occurrences in Nebraska 


We located 43 total reports of Mute Swan in Nebraska (Table 1), with 15 reports of 
birds that were most likely wild noted in Column 2 of Table 1. We propose the 
following criteria for judging whether a free-flying Mute Swan is more likely to be a 
wild bird, and thus a valid record of occurrence in Nebraska. There are three criteria 
that should be applied, which are listed in order of strength of evidence for 
occurrence of a wild bird: 


l. А marked bird (banded, collared, tagged), that can thus be determined to 
be from an established wild population. Certain markers may also prove 
derivation from a captive or research population. 

2. Ап unmarked bird (not banded, collared, or tagged; halluces present) not 
associating with birds at a location where known captive birds are present, 
especially if the bird remains for an extended period during the winter. 

3. Behavior appropriate for a wild bird (wary, does not approach humans, 
associated with other wild waterfowl). 


Discussion 


Evaluating the provenance of Mute Swan occurrences away from established 
populations is a challenge. Few bird species in North America have large, increasing 
(albeit feral), established populations and are also commonly kept in captivity. Until 
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recently, it was generally assumed wild, typically sedentary Mute Swans were 
unlikely to reach Nebraska. Reports of purported wild Mute Swans submitted to 
NOURC were not accepted because “provenance could not be determined”. 
Furthermore, predisposed assumptions that Mute Swan occurrences were escapees 
led to dismissal of many reports that may have indicated wild birds. Several 
occurrences in recent years are not easily dismissed as captive escapees and suggest 
there is a need to reconsider how Mute Swan occurrences are evaluated. Wild Mute 
Swans, which occur less than 500 miles from Nebraska, are capable of long-range 
dispersal away from breeding areas in fall, even to the extent of repeated migration 
to wintering locations. Midwest populations also have rapidly increased in recent 
decades. Together, these points have led us to re-examine Nebraska reports, and we 
conclude a small number of reports likely involved natural vagrants. We further 
argue Mute Swan occurrences in Nebraska should be evaluated in an unbiased 
manner, where it is not simply assumed that birds are escapees. 


Bird records committees of states surrounding Nebraska have widely varying 
approaches to dealing with Mute Swan status, although most (Missouri, Kansas, 
South Dakota, Colorado) treat reports as of unknown provenance. As noted above, 
Iowa has for some time, due to its location, recognized the species as regular in 
occurrence, with most records in winter. Ann Johnson (pers. comm. to WRS) noted 
that “Since the decision for use [of Mute Swan reports] lies with the seasonal editors 
... I suspect most were reported only if the observer felt they were free-flying birds. 
Not sure how increased eBird usage will affect that." Missouri, however, assigns 
“provisional” status to Mute Swan; provisional is defined as “one or more records 
that meet acceptance criteria, but no definitive state record (1.e., either specimen, 
diagnostic photograph or audio, or multiple acceptable documentations); or 
provenance uncertain, in the case of Barnacle Goose, Mute Swan, and American 
Flamingo." Apparently the 1985 record cited above does not meet these criteria. 
Mute Swan is considered "hypothetical" in South Dakota (pers. comm. Dave 
Swanson to MB), with 3 records described as "origin unknown", none since 1998 
(Tallman et al. 2002). There is no mention of Mute Swan in Kansas in Thompson et 
al. (2011), but the Kansas Bird Records Committee spent considerable time m 2008 
discussing the species, deciding to take a “very conservative approach"; the 
committee concluded that “until proof of wild origin is found in the state, i.e. neck 
band from a known wild breeding pair, Mute Swan records will not be circulated for 
consideration (pers. comm. Chuck Otte to WRS}. As in Iowa, most Kansas reports 
have been in winter, with very few summer reports and nothing indicating breeding 
(pers. comm. Chuck Otte to WRS). There are no accepted records for Colorado 
(Colorado Bird Records Committee). 


Mute Swan occurrences in Nebraska will continue to be problematic and 
controversial. Despite efforts to document sightings and determine provenance, 
uncertainty will remain about the true status of any single record, although it is clear 
to us there is now an established pattern of vagrancy for the species as a whole. This 
article is an attempt to resolve this conundrum. 
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Table 1. Reports of Mute Swan in Nebraska. Reports suggestive of wild 
provenance are indicated in the second column. 


‘Escaped pet” (NBR (38):10-15, Bray et al. 
1986). 


4 jan Near Valley {Douglas |] [imm [Free-flying, known escapee; collected 4 Jan, now 
in UNO collection (Bray et al. 1986). 
ECH Nov rystal Cove [Dakota || imm lUnmarked; voted Class VI by the NOURC 
(provenance was not determinable). 


Occurrence 


un 


un- 


ep 


0 Арг lBufflehead [Buffalo 4 J. Walker (eBird). 
MA 
-8 Jun Lake near Buffalo iB ds {Lanny Randolph, Robin Harding. 
Odessa 


2004 | 10 Арг Leahy Mall [Douglas 2 | 
v 


2007 Мо Douglas В am Manning (pers. comm.): “I went апа asked 
Someone at the building on the south side of the 
ake, and they said that they were captive birds 
owned by Boys Town.” 


Reg оп Арга || wo adults with prominent orange bills. Four 
Park 


still-grey offspring. 
2008 | 09 Nov [Omaha [Douglas li jd | 


2008 14 Nov [Regency Douglas 
Lake 


2008 1-23 NovjWehrspann [багу 0 муз (Unmarked; voted Class VI by the 
Lake INOURC (provenance was 
mot determinable). These two birds, 
mow adults, were likely the birds seen 
at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 27 Apr 2009 
J. W. Hall) through Nov 2009 (Jon 
trong, m. ob.), and at least a few of 
he reports of adults in the Omaha 
area through fall of 2012 (Amy 
Sheffield photo; Tom Wittman) may 
һауе been of these same birds. 


2008 Douglas Scattered reports of 1-2 adults in the Omaha area. 
Probably includes Boys Town Lake hosting 2-4 
Dec 2010 rom fall 2008 through 30 Jan 2009, pair there 5 
Mar 2011 (Justin Rink) and 29 Dec 2011 through 
9 Jan 2012 (Justin Rink 


Fall Boys Town |Douglas 2-4 One of two there 1 Jan 2008 had a silver band. 
008-30 iLake 
an 2009 


= 
= 
и 
= 


All summer through 29 Nov. 
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ae: oys Town Ralph Morocco (eBird). 
l6Feb Lake 
a M A S Aa 
| АБА) 


es |27 Apr- М№еһгѕрапп Sarpy "M yr (Unmarked; these two birds (1 Nov 
Мо Lake 2008+), now adults, were likely the 
2009 birds seen at Wehrspann L, Sarpy Co, 
27 Apr 2009 (J. W. Hall) SC Nov 
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[13 Mar [Venice |Douglas p | 
wp epe me TL to ad"; may have been the 
Маг offspring of the Boys Town Lake birds. 
i а ока HR SNNT 
Dec 


16 Jan rand Island |Hall here has been a small group in the 
rand Island area since 1994, when 

here were 3-5 birds; apparently no 

young were produced and only one 
bird remained as of Jan 2011 (Steve 


KE een ped GEI 
ped 


pr веры 
Маг 
viet pee penc ememr 
анса e Pe 
PA 
iid 2071229 ыы ЧИ ie ee 
an 2012 Lake 
2012 | р May [Leahy Май [Douglas D | [Dante Trasatti (eBird) | 
Pee Macy a adam GEN 
Моу Lake 
E ЈЕ usce NNNM 
er 
2014 12 Jan |Воув Town [Douglas p ‘Likely captives”; Neal Ratzlaff (eBird): “Two 
hite birds much larger than adjacent Canada 
|| || eese with arched neck and knobbed orange bills. 
uspect these are captive birds, but don't know 
hat, especially since there are some geese in the 
mix that are clearly domestics.” 
ШЕШЕМІН ‘Considered exotic”; apparently resident captives 
emetery er here (fide Joel G. Jorgensen). See 2012 record 
here also. 
жк alin ай ый сше ИИИ 
Мом Lake 


2014 mes |7 Nov |Еапп pond [Dixon р 4 Present about a month prior to 6 Nov; no captive 

Mute Swans in 29-county area of northeast 
Nebraska (Clayton Stallings NGPC). 

he first NOURC accepted record of Mute Swan 
is represented by photographs, video, and a 
description (Class 1-P, MAB) of a pair (male and 
emale) of adult birds present on a remote farm 
pond in Dixon Co., 07 November 2014. Both 
swans were un-banded, each had both halluces 
hind-toes) and both were capable of strong flight. 
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hese factors in conjunction with the birds’ age, 
sex, timing of the sighting, remoteness of the 
sighting’s location, birds’ appearance and 
association with other migrating waterfowl, the 
birds’ wary behavior, and the increasing species 
umbers to the east were believed indicative of 
Ald provenance. Accession # 1680. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v—A2- 
R6Zinwds8&feature=em-upload owner 


ear-|Andrew Furman, Joel G. Jorgensen. 
ad 


Buffalo | 


Wash- 


2 ads.|Declining to 5 on 14 Feb and 4 around 
ington Д 20 Sep (Cathy Prettyman); the 

j orange bills of the 2 adults were clearly 
seen, as were the dark bills and “dirty” 
look of the juveniles. Also see eBird. 

2 ads,|Bob Wells (eBird). The captive pair has 
aised cygnets there for several years; 

8 were raised in 2014 but were not 


2015 11 Mar- Orne Pacific Douglas |7 
$ been after mid-Sep (fide Bob Wells). 
2015 21 Apr- |Уаппеу Lake Buffalo |6 (ads, 4/A long-present group at Yanney Lake, 
a |Buffalo Co, successfully raised 4 
ygnets in 2015 (Barbara Brown). 


4 Oct-1 [Prairie Queen|Sarpy ad Chris Olson (eBird). 
av Lake | | 


2015 | 28 Ос |Leahy Ма! [Douglas 2 ads |Matthew Spoor (eBird) 


Dustin Rink (eBird; m. ob.). 


on Anderson “Likely feral or domestic” 
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Gyrfalcon in Boyd County, Nebraska 
Mark A. Brogie! and David Heidt? 


1508 Seeley, Creighton, NE 68729 
21703 Hilltop Norfolk, NE 68701 


Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) is considered in Nebraska to be a "rare casual winter 
visitor statewide" (Sharpe et al. 2001). Since 1990, there has been only one NOURC 
(Nebraska Ornithologists” Union Records Committee) accepted record (Class IIT) for 
Gyrfalcon in Nebraska (Jorgensen 2003). This bird was a gray morph adult observed 
below Keystone Dam, Keith Co., 01 January 2001 (Silcock 2001). Nebraska has no 
April dates for Gyrfalcon, although South Dakota has several April records: 10 Apr 
2001, Jones Со. and 23 Apr 1955, Pennington Со. (Tallman et al. 2002). 
Additionally, an immature Gyrfalcon was photographed 5 April 2010 south of Pierre, 
South Dakota, (http://www.askthebirds.org/2010 04 01 archive.html). 


The following documents the first April date for Gyrfalcon in Nebraska. 
Documentation of this sighting has been accepted as a Class III record by the 2015 
NOURC (Accession # 1708). 


At approximately 7:45 am on 03 April 2015 while traveling north on 474 Road 
(north of Hwy 12) ш Boyd County and just north of Keller Reservoir we 
encountered a large falcon flying just above the ground off to the east of us at around 
50 yards distance. The bird flew parallel to the road and even with us for around 10 
seconds before disappearing behind some small trees on a hillside fence line, just 
southeast of the Mount Zion Cemetery. Brogie instantly recognized the bird as a 
Gyrfalcon and we turned our car around to look for the bird. Not finding it, we again 
turned around and headed back north. As we approached the fence line, we once 
again spotted the bird flying just above the ground to the northeast of our location. 
We sped up and once again had the bird almost even with us when it turned and flew 
across the road in front of our vehicle at less than 50 yards away, having to gain 
height to clear the roadside fence. The bird then made an unsuccessful attack on a 
group of blackbirds near the roadside. During this attempt it turned and flew straight 
up to a height of 30-40 feet with its underside facing us before leveling off and flying 
off and disappearing behind a group of trees. This second encounter lasted for 
around 45 seconds given our speed and the distance the bird traveled. We were not 
able to relocate the bird after the second sighting and the bird was last seen flying to 
the northwest, about two miles south of the South Dakota border. 


The bird was identified as an immature female gray morph Gyrfalcon based on the 
following characteristics. The bird was a large (Red-tailed Hawk size) heavily- 
chested falcon with large swept-back, somewhat rounded wings and a relatively long 
tail. The bird had very powerful and constant shallow wing beats and the flight of 
the bird was very direct. As is typical of the hunting style of Gyrfalcons, this bird 
stayed very close to the ground. The bird had a light brown back and uppertail with 
slight white mottling. Banding on tail was not clearly observed. The head was 
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mostly brown and a whitish-colored throat was noted with the first sighting. The 
bird was aged by the light-colored brownish streaked breast and underwing 
coloration. The axillaries were a mottled brown, while the remainder of the 
underwing was very light and almost transparent, indicative of an immature bird. 
Leg color, cere color, or pronounced mustachial stripes were not noted. 
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The Second Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas, Wayne J. Mollhoff 
Bulletin of the University of Nebraska State Museum, Vol. 29, 2016 


Reviewed by W. Ross Silcock 

PO Box 57, Tabor, Iowa 

Co-author, The Birds of Nebraska, Sharpe et al. (2001) 
Compiler, Seasonal Reports for Nebraska Bird Review 
Co-Editor, Southern Great Plains Region, North American Birds 


As suggested by its title, this book ("Second Atlas") presents the results of a 
follow-up to the first Nebraska breeding bird atlas, The Nebraska Breeding Bird 
Atlas 1984-89, ("First Atlas"), also authored by Wayne Mollhoff. In this Second 
Atlas, Mollhoff acknowledges the foresight of John J. Dinan, Nongame Bird 
Program Manager at Nebraska Game and Parks Commission during the time of the 
First Atlas, in working towards a "follow-up project". As Mollhoff says in the 
Foreword to the Second Atlas, *His persistence in pursuing that goal ultimately led 
to the current project". The Abstract for the Second Atlas includes this comment: 
"Overall, the project demonstrated the need for recurring projects to help track 
changes that may not be detected [by other methods]". 
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There are quite a 
number of things I like about this 
Second Atlas, notably its author, 
Wayne Mollhoff, who has 
studied and compiled data on 
Nebraska's breeding birds for at 
least 40 years. His attention to 
detail has resulted іп а 
| comprehensive snapshot of 
> Nebraska's breeding birds; the 
snapshot may actually be more 
akin to a video, in that the project 
lasted 6 years, as did the first. I 
was а bit baffled when I 
attempted to look up the actual 
years that the Second Atlas 
project took place; unlike the 
First Atlas, the cover of the 
Second Atlas does not specify 
Wayne J. Mollhoff the years involved. I had to 
search through the introductory 
, chapters until I came across this 
on page 20: "During the first half 
of the project (2006-2008 )...... ”. Thus I assume the Second Atlas encompassed the 
years 2006-2011. 

But this is a minor point, now that we all know when the project took placc! 
The Second Atlas is an attractive book printed on glossy paper and with a wonderful 
front cover of a family group of Burrowing Owls photographed by Michael 
Forsberg, and another great scenic shot on the back cover that looks to be of Red 
Cloud Buttes near Fort Robinson, but is not captioned. 

The best feature of the Second Atlas is the presentation of the distributional 
maps for both atlases in each species account. This juxtaposition allows the reader to 
visually detect with ease changes in ranges of the species and the density of 
occurrence during the time that passed between the two projects. Because the First 
Atlas explored 443 survey blocks and the Second Atlas 557, statistical analysis of the 
comparative results is “problematic”, as noted by the author. However, in most of 
the interesting numerical comparisons made betwcen the two projects, Mollhoff 
included only the 443 atlas blocks that were part of both projects. The results of 
thesc comparisons are, in my opinion, the key information provided in the Second 
Atlas. In addition, Mollhoff provides some context for these comparison results by 
relating them to data from the United States Geological Service Breeding Bird 
Survey (BBS). The reader will find many fascinating nuggets of information in the 
443-block comparisons regarding "frequency" of occurrence (percentage of blocks in 
which a species was found) and range (number of counties in which species was 
found). The range comparison uses all 557 blocks of the Second Atlas in its 
comparisons, which is acceptable in a spatial analysis. 
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Mollhoff suggests three categories of population change as revealed by the 
comparison data: directional shift, apparent population increase, and apparent 
population decline. I found the comparison data from the number of counties in 
which a species occurred to be a bit confusing when trying to relate these data to the 
frequency data; the author himself noted, however, “Given the variables considered, 
the amount of any population increase or decrease is difficult, if not impossible, to 
correlate.” 

Perhaps the most interesting information to be gleaned from the comparison 
of the two projects is potential range shifts that occurred during the 17-year interim 
between the projects. A total of 15 species showed notable directional range shifts 
and it is probably no surprise to readers that all but one were northward; Cordilleran 
Flycatcher shifted eastward ш its Pine Ridge range. Of the other 14, I consider most 
noteworthy for various reasons White-faced Ibis, Mississippi Kite, White-winged 
Dove, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Great-tailed Grackle, and 
Lesser Goldfinch. Mollhoff discusses the range shifts of these 15 species in the 
Species Accounts. 

“Apparent population increases”, as indicated by “frequency” in the 443 
blocks, are interesting as well. Species that caught my eye are Greater Prairie- 
Chicken, Bald Eagle, Cooper’s Hawk, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Red-eyed Vireo, 
Tree Swallow, Song Sparrow, Northern Cardinal, and House Finch. 

Perhaps of most concern to readers and those involved in conservation, and 
in my opinion the most important information provided by these atlases, are 
"apparent declines” in population. Thankfully, there are fewer species in this 
category than in the population increase group. Notable on this list are Gray 
Partridge (although this species is cyclic in population numbers), Loggerhead Shrike, 
Black-billed Cuckoo, and Black-billed Magpie. Mollhoff considers the last two 
species to be in what “appears to be a catastrophic decline”. Mitigating this dim 
outlook, however, are three species that are now breeding in Nebraska after 100-year 
absences: Sandhill Crane, Marbled Godwit, and Pileated Woodpecker. 

Finally, the meat of the book, the Species Accounts. Of course, the two 
maps and the comparative analysis between atlas efforts included in each Species 
Account are the key data points. Mollhoff ably discusses the status of each species 
as indicated by the maps and the various numerical comparisons between the two 
projects discussed above. Mollhoff uses BBS data to supplement the map data and 
comparisons; in most cases this is useful despite significant, perhaps statistically 
insurmountable, differences in protocol between atlas and BBS data. There is 
additional information on patch size, habitat, and breeding phenology for each 
species based on data recorded by the field observers. I found this information 
interesting and useful, perhaps most importantly as base information for further 
studies. 

In summary, the Second Atlas, taken in conjunction with the First Atlas, 
provides a fascinating and informative picture of the status of Nebraska's breeding 
birds. It reflects the author's long experience and extensive knowledge, and should 
be on the bookshelves of biologists, land managers, landowners, and amateur 
ornithologists (“birders”) working within the State of Nebraska. 
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Answers to the Photo Quiz 
(The Nebraska Bird Review, March 2016, page 29) 


by Janis Paseka 


These photos were published in color in the previous issue of The Nebraska Bird 
Review without identification. All are birds commonly found in Nebraska. 


Photo #1. The photo to the right is of a № 

perching bird, and judging by its size in ы, 
comparison with the leaves in the photo, | 
it is a small bird. The photo shows 
white wing bars, streaking on the sides, 
white undertail coverts, and a white 
belly. The combination of these 
features rules out all but a few warblers, 
and the yellow legs and feet narrows the 
possibilities further. This is a female 
Blackpoll Warbler photo taken by Ken 
Shuster in Fremont in May 2016. 


. Photo #2. The photo to the left is of a wading 
| bird with a white belly and undertail showing 
| no barring or streaking. The bright-colored 
legs are a big clue and can help narrow the 
field. Greater or Lesser Yellowlegs? They 
certainly have yellow legs, but their legs are 
long while this bird appears to have short legs. 
A nonbreeding Spotted Sandpiper has no spots 
and yellowish legs, but not the bright 
| orange/yellow of our bird. Likewise а Ruddy 
| Turnstone has colorful legs, but they are more 
| often described as orange-red. А Least 
к Sandpiper is our only “peep” with yellow legs, 
Б ү but they are pale rather than bright. We are left 
E with two small plovers which both have bright 
| ; yellow/orange legs: Piping and Semipalmated. 
ES However, the legs of Piping Plover are more 

m nt often described ав orange, whereas 
Semipalmated Plovers have more yellowish legs. We can’t see much of the rest of 
this bird, but if we could, this Piping Plover photo taken at Lake McConaughy in 
Aug 2003 by Carlos Grande would show a pale back and wings. 
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Photo #3. The spots on the light breast of this 
perching bird (left) point to thrushes. The 
spots are too small for Wood Thrush or Hermit 
Thrush, which would also both show more red 
coloration than this bird. Veery also is more 
reddish and has a very white belly. This leaves 
us with Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrush. 
We don't get to see the face, which would be 
grayish with no obvious eyering in a Gray- 
cheeked and buffier with obvious ‘spectacles’ 
on a Swainson's Thrush. However, the overall 
coloration (brown rather than gray) leads us to 
identify this photo as a Swainson's Thrush 
taken by Deb Miller in Fontenelle Forest 15 
_ May 2016. 


Photo #4. The bird below is a small (judging 
by the size of the branch) perching bird with a 
short, pointed bill, leads us to consider warblers, but the photo was taken in the fail, 
which could make things more difficult. It has a yellowish supercilium, yellow 
wash on the throat, breast and belly, a yellow under tail and soft gray streaking on 
the breast and flanks. Orange-crowned Se Ges more extensive streaking and a 
less-defined line above the eye. eT 
An immature ог female 
Cerulean Warbler has some of 
these field marks but 1s overall 
more blue-green rather than 
the gray this bird exhibits. A 
fall Blackburnian Warbler is a 
possibility, except that our bird 
shows a thin gray malar stripe 
absent in a fall Blackburnian. 
Likewise a fall Blackpoll could 
be considered, but it lacks the 
gray face of this bird. In 
searching further among fall 
warblers, we find that Palm 
Warbler has the supercilium, 
yellow undertail coverts and 
streaking on the breast and 
flanks. This photo was taken 
by Joel Jorgensen in Fillmore 
County 19 Sept 2015. 
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NOU Spring Field Days and Annual Meeting 
Kimball, May 20-22, 2016 


by Janis Paseka 


The annual meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union was held at the 
Kimball Event Center on May 20-22, 2016, and was organized by Robin Harding 
and Betty Grenon. Although it was a long drive for most, 75 birders attended, 
including guests from Iowa, South Dakota, Wyoming, Colorado and Arkansas. 


On Friday evening, President Dan Leger presented a Michael Forsberg 
photograph of Burrowing Owls to Betty Grenon in appreciation for her many years 
of service as Treasurer. The evening program continued with a presentation by 
Angela Dwyer and Larry Snyder of the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies, formerly 
known as the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. The Bird Conservancy and 
Nebraska Prairie Partners are responsible for implementing the Mountain Plover nest 
protection program. They began counting Mountain Plovers in 2001 and later 
created a nest incentive program with modest payments to landowners who are 
willing to have plover nests in their agricultural fields marked with stakes to prevent 
tillage of that area of the field. Approximately 5% of the total population of 12,500 
Mountain Plovers nests in Nebraska and the species is listed as “Near Threatened” 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. The birds often construct two 
nest scrapes. The female lays a clutch of eggs in one, leaves the male to incubate 
that one, and then goes on to lay another clutch in the second scrape, which she then 
incubates. 


Field trips on Saturday and Sunday morning were led by Kathy DeLara, Bill 
Flack, Dave Heidt, Wayne Mollhoff, and Don and Janis Paseka. Destinations 
included Gotte Park in Kimball, Oliver Reservoir, Bushnell, I-80 Exit 1, the Pine 
Bluffs area in Wyoming, Mountain Plover nests south of Kimball, Golden Eagle nest 
south of Potter, Hackberry Canyon, Pumpkin Creek, Wildcat Hills State Recreation 
Area, Scottsbluff sewage lagoons, and Wright’s Gap Road. 


Sheri Williamson of the Southeast Arizona Bird Observatory, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the conservation of the birds of southeastern Arizona, was 
our Saturday evening speaker. Sheri is the author of A Field Guide to Hummingbirds 
of North America in the Peterson Field Guide Series. She presented a general 
overview of hummingbird information, including facts about nest building using 
spider silk and lichens for camouflage, use of tail feathers to make sounds, 
directional iridescence of feathers, pests affecting hummingbirds including species- 
specific lice that get under the feathers of the gorget, and the birds’ ability to go into 
torpor, dropping from their normal 104° F body temperature to 70° F. Her 
presentation included photos of some of the 360 worldwide species of 
hummingbirds, including one Nebraska oddity. This was a Ruby-throated x Broad- 
tailed Hummingbird photographed by Juanita Whittecar, who was in attendance at 
the meeting, at her eastern Dawes Co residence in the summer of 2014. This is only 
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the second documentation of an inter-generic hybrid involving a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird. 


At the brief business meeting, the minutes of the last meeting were read and 
the locations of the next meetings were announced: fall 2016 in Burwell and spring 
2017 in Аибит. The election of officers for the coming year was held: Dan Leger, 
President; Robin Harding, Vice President; Ruth Stearns, Secretary; Betty Grenon, 
Treasurer; Jan Johnson, Director; Anita Breckbill, Librarian; and Janis Paseka, 
Editor. 


Total species count for the weekend meeting was 156. Larry Snyder 
pointed out nesting Mountain Plovers to multiple groups and followed that up with 
pasture tours to see Chestnut-sided and McCown’s Longspurs and a walkabout on 
his farmstead to look for passerines. Other highlights of the meeting were 15 duck 
species, White-faced Ibis, Ferruginous Hawk, Golden Eagle, Common Tern, White- 
throated Swift, Gray and Dusky Flycatchers, Green-tailed Towhee, Brewer’s 
Sparrow and Lesser Goldfinch. 


NOU Annual Meeting - Kimball 


Kimball | Cheyenne | Banner | Scotts Bluff 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Gadwall 

American Wigeon 
Mallard 
Blue-winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
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Canvasback 
Redhead 

Lesser Scaup 
Bufflehead 

Hooded Merganser 
Ruddy Duck 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Wild Turke 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Eared Grebe 


Western Grebe 


Double-crested Cormorant | x | | |1 x |] 
American White Pelican | | x — || x | 
Great Blue Heron 


be 


104 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 84 No. 2 


= 


NOU Annual Meeting - Kimball 


|_________кињи 


Саше Egret 


Сһеуепле| Banner | Scotts Bluff 
X 


un 


White-faced Ibis — | x 
Turkey Vulture | x 


un 


Red-tailed Hawk 


un 


Killdeer 


Mountain Plover 


Lei 


x 
Greater Yellowlegs 


c 


White-throated Swift 


Red-headed Woodpecker 


= 


American Avocet 


m 


un 


Golden Eagle 


Vol. 84 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 105 


NOU Annual Meeting - Kimball 


_________ Ki 


Prairie Facon —— 


Cheyenne] Banner | Scotts Bluff 


a") 


m 


Lei 


ro 


lumbecus Vireo 


Eastern Kingbird 
Warbling Vireo 


Loggerhead Shrike 


American Crow ___________ 
Tree Swallow | x 
House Wen | x 


X 
X 


X 
X 
X 


"d 


tri 


Lei 


Brown Thrasher 


edar Waxwing 
Chestnut-collared Longspur 


о 


106 The Nebraska Виа Review Vol. 84 No. 2 


NOU Annual Meeting - Kimbail 


________- Ki Banner | Seo 


x 
incoln's Sparrow 
Brewer's Blackbird 


ж 


хіхімімжмімх міх bos lxx ж ж 
ОЈ 
= 
Eh 


ж 


Ww 


Еті 


әм Kei 


ж 


хіхіміміж 


ше Siskin 


Lesser Goldfinch 
American Goldfinch 


Total Species: 156 


d 


"d 


ш- 
~ 
dë 


5 7 78 


Vol. 84 Мо. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 107 


. The Nebraska Bird Review is published quarterly by the Nebraska 
Ornithologists” Union, Inc., as its official journal, and is sent to members not in 
arrears of dues. Annual subscription rates (on a calendar-year basis only): $25 in 
the United States and $35 in all other countries, payable in advance. Single copies 
are $7 each, postpaid, in the United States and $9 elsewhere. Send orders for back 
issues to Anita Breckbill, NOU Librarian, c/o Music Library, WMB 30, University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588-0101 (or at the email address listed below). 


. Memberships іп the NOU (оп a calendar-year basis only) Active 
Household (one or more people) $25; Sustaining Household (one or more people 
wiling to make an extra contribution) $40; Student $10. An application for 
membership can be found on the NOU website (see address below). Send dues and 
subscription requests to Betty Grenon, NOU Treasurer (see address below). 
Contributions to the NOU are tax deductible. 


Send manuscripts and articles to Janis Paseka, Editor (see address below). 
Send quarterly bird герое and notes оп bird sightings to Ross Silcock (see address 
below). 


President and Newsletter Editor: Daniel Leger, 6255 S. 82nd St, Lincoln, NE 
68516; danlegernou@gmail. com 

Vice-President: Robin Harding, 2028 34th Road, Minden, NE 68959; 
snowbunting@rcom-ne.com 

Secretary: Ruth Stearns, 3200 Laredo Drive, Lincoln, NE 68516; 

_ rstearns@neb.rr.com ` 

Treasurer: Betty Grenon, 1409 Childs Road East, Bellevue, МЕ 68005; 
grenon925@aol.com | 

Librarian: Anita Breckbill, 3237 R Street, Lincoln, NE 68503; abreckbilll @unl. edu 


Directors: 

William Flack, 415 У 24th St #2, Kearney NE 68845; sparvophile@yahoo.com 
(2017) 

Don Paseka, 1585 Co. Rd. 14 Blvd., Ames NE 68621; paseka76@gmail.com 
(2018) 

Jan Johnson, 86252-581 Ave., Wakefield NE 68784; janbirder@gmail.com 
(2019) 


Records Committee Chairman: Mark Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, NE 68729; 
mbrogie@esul.org 
Editor of The Nebraska Bird Review: Janis Paseka, 1585 Co. Rd. 14 Blvd., Ames 
NE 68621; paseka76@gmail.com 
Occurrence Report Compiler: Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653; 
+ silcock@rosssilcock.com 


Breeding Bird Atlas Project and Nest Records Coordinator: Wayne Mollhoff, 
2354 Euclid St., Ashland NE 68003; wmollhoff@netscape.net 


NOU Website: noubirds.org 


9'ON шоа 
11589: 
ЯМ 'uosiopueH 


атуа 
AOVLISOd S 
‘DAO 
LIJOWdNON 


от ое допешојиј иоце21ие810 pue uonduosqns 


EE 9102 “77-07 Ae 
‘equry ul Зипозу penuuy рив shed рәт d виніс ПОМ 
ИЕ О И ан вас een SISASUV ZINC) ојоца 
С аа сынамы» 3909[IS $50 "M Аа 


| HOON Т oue, 


oe th puea pue 213019 "V re Аа 
| BYSBIGON ‘AjunoD pAog ur поогерАг) 


| 9g 77 uasuogiof D [oof “920216 sso "AA “218029 "V yey] Aq 
Sms шәп) рие 410331 :exseJqoN ur ием ојпуј ML 


86 озовио вая ва ве зва сва ваља в жа»а в» е» ака EE хоооре ssoy А Ад 
9102 ABW - your] "одем рэ Suuds 


53093107) Jo 298] 


С 


pajsonboy ээмлюб 5ѕәлррұ 


78289 ЯМ PPYEM 
"ӘАУ 185-С5298 
"оцу от у ,515180[офиш0 exseiqaN 


Nebraska Bird Review (September 2016) 84(3), WHOLE ISSUE. Copyright 2016, Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union. Used by permission. 


The Nebraska Bird 
Review 


A Magazine of Ornithology of the 
Nebraska Region 


Volume 84 September 2016 Number # 


Published by the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union, Inc. 
Founded 1899 


Janis M. Paseka, Editor 
Joseph Gubanyi, Ph. D., Technical Editor SSSN 0028-1816 


110 _The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 84 No. 3 


SUMMER FIELD REPORT, June-July 2016 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 

Р.О. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


This was a routine summer, if there is such a thing. Items of interest 
involved some rarities, most of which were distributional and temporal, some range 
changes, and a few issues that triggered more discussion than usual. 

The only mega-rarity was Nebraska's second Swalow-tailed Kite; this 
species has apparently moved northward on the Great Plains in the last couple of 
years. Distributional rarities included the 3rd record for the east of Long-billed 
Curlew, a White-eyed Vireo in Cherry Co, the 2nd fall Yellow-throated Vireo record 
for the Panhandle, the 6th Cherry Co record for Purple Martin, and the 5th and 6th 
Tufted Titmouse records in Jefferson Co. Temporal rarities were a Dunlin that was 
state record early by 2 days in Knox Co, the 3rd Jun record of Blackburnian Warbler, 
and a record late Black-throated Green Warbler. 

Interesting actual or potential changes in ranges involved possible breeding 
Mississippi Kites in Kearney and Omaha, probable breeding Red-shouldered Hawk 
in Jefferson Co, American Avocet nesting eastward in Rock Co, two reports of Barn 
Owl in the northeast, and the second breeding record for the state of Sage Thrasher 
in Sioux Co. 

Issues discussed in the species accounts are the situation with American 
Black and Mottled Ducks and their apparent hybrids and other similar-looking 
possibilities, the continuing nesting success of Osprey, including a nice congruence 

of power company and Osprey interests, the apparent discernment of two Marbled 

Godwit migratory populations in Nebraska, and discussions on distribution of five 
rather common but patchily-distributed species: Sedge and Marsh Wrens, Vesper 
Sparrow, Eastern Meadowlark, and Great-tailed Grackle. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BBS: Breeding Bird Survey 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

Cem: Cemetery 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

ConL: Conestoga L, Lancaster Co 

Co(s): County(1es) 

CPBS: Cedar Point Biological Station, L Ogallala, Keith Co 
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EEDs: Expected Early Dates 

ELDs: Expected Late Dates 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

fem: female 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox and Cedar Cos 
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HCR: Harlan County Res, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

imm: immature 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Saunders and Lancaster Cos 

juv: juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LO: L Ogallala (inciudes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lancaster Co 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NLB: North Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co 

NNF: Nebraska National Forest 

NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown, Keya Paha, Rock Cos 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co 

PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RA: Recreation Area 

Res: Reservoir 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Denton 

SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 

WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 

WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


AJo: Adam Jones, eBird 

AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AVe: Alan Versaw, eBird 
AGI: Andy Glidden, eBird 
BBr: Barbara Brown, Kearney 
BS: Becky Steidl, eBird 

BHe: Ben Heppner, Lincoln 
BR: Ben Ream, eBird 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BM: Brian Moody, eBird 

BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 
BRe: Brian Reichert, eBird 
BSc: Brian Schmidt, eBird 
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CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CLa: Connor Langan, eBird 

CVD: Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DVe: Dan Versaw, eBird 

DHo: Daniel Horton, eBird 

DH: David Heidt, Norfolk 

DRy: David Rymal, eBird 

DSt: David Stage, Omaha 

DWi: David Willard, eBird 

DMy: Dollyann Myers, eBird 

EJo: Earl Johnson, eBird 

EBo: Edward Boyd, eBird 

ERa: Edward Raynor, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EWo: Eric Wood, eBird 

EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GRi: Gene Ricks, eBird 

GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird 

GW: Gordon Warrick, eBird 

JHa: James Haver, Gothenburg 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Lincoln 
JDe: Jerry DeBoer, eBird 

JB: Jessie B, eBird 

J&LS : Jim & Linda Swenson 

JM: Jim Mountjoy, eBird 

JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala 

JSt: Jim Stasz, eBird 

JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JSc: John Schukman, eBird 

JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Denton 

JHi: Justin Hill, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

KVS: Karen Viste-Sparkman, eBird 
KFr: Kate French, еВиа 

KCR: Kathleen Crawford-Rose, Bellevue 
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
K&MO: Ken & Mary Ostermiller, eBird 
KSh: Ken Shuster, Fremont 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 

KPi: Kim Pierce, eBird 

LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 

LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LCa: Lea Callan, eBird 

LFe: Linda Ferring, eBird 
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LRu: Linda Rudolph, eBird 

MH: Mace Hack, Omaha 

MS: Marie Smith, Gering 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MR: Mark Robbins, eBird 

MLa: Mathieu Langlois, eBird 
MB: Matt Beisel, eBird 

MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
MLe: Mike Leite, eBird 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
PMH: Peter M. Hill, Whiteclay 
RSa: Rick Sammons, Kearney 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RLo: Robert Long, eBird 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
R&KH: Roger & Kathleen Horn, eBird 
RHo: Ron Hoff, eBird 

ЕКІ: Ron Klataske, eBird 

RB: Russ Benedict, Pella, IA 
SRt: Ruth Stearns, Lincoln 

SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 

SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk 

SSC: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 

VRo: Vanya Rohwer, eBird 

VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WWH: Walt Wagner-Hecht, eBird 
WK: William Kaempfer, eBird 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 
ZWa: Zeke Watkins, eBird 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Greater White-fronted Goose: This species occurs rarely in summer: singles were 


in Jefferson Co 23 Jun (CNK) and York Co 9 Jul (JGJ). 


Snow Goose: Reports were routine of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare 


elsewhere. 


Cackling Goose: As with Greater White-fronted Goose, this species is rare in 


summer; the only report was of one at ConL 13 Jul (LE). 
Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 


Trumpeter Swan: A pair at the southerly breeding location near Ravenna had 
success again this year; the ads and one cygnet were present 5 and 31 Jul (WF). 
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Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common breeder north-central and Sandhills, 
uncommon south-central, rare casual elsewhere. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant; ELDs are 10-11 Jun. 

American Black Duck/possible hybrid: Following a report 31 May at Jack Sinn 
(LE) of a dark bird treated in the Spring Report as an American Black 
Duck/Mottled Duck, a similar bird was seen about 4 miles farther east 7 Jun 
(MW). Photos of the latter bird were inconclusive, but it seems likely these 
sightings were of the same bird. There are several hybrid possibilities that 
could result in a dark Mallard- or American Black Duck-like bird (ЈОЈ). 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant and 
common statewide breeder. 

Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide spring migrant 
and uncommon, locally common, statewide breeder. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this locally uncommon breeder west, rare 
casual elsewhere. 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring migrant and locally common breeder north-central, rare 
elsewhere. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant and uncommon, locally common statewide breeder. 

Green-winged Teal: Nine males in Clay Co 18 Jun may have been non-breeders 
(JGJ); there are only about 5 breeding records for the RWB. 

Canvasback: This species is a rare to locally uncommon breeder in the western 
sandhills; there were 3 reports 2-6 Jun from Garden and Cherry Cos (CNK, 
RHo, DMy, ERa). 

Redhead: The 98 in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ) is not unprecedented; although confirmed 
breeding in the RWB is rare, large numbers of presumed non-breeders are 
found there on occasion during Jun and Jul. 

Ring-necked Duck: The only report was of a straggler in York Co 1 Jun (LE); ELDs 
are 6-7 Jun. 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
spring migrant; ELDs are 12-17 Jun. 

Bufflehead: None were reported of this common, locally abundant statewide spring 
migrant; ELDs are 29 May-1 Jun. 

Hooded Merganser: This species is a rare summer visitor east and central; 4 were 
near Mullen 17 Jun (MH). 

Common Merganser: There are several Jun-early Jul records from LO in recent 
years, too early to be molt migrants, and more likely lingerers from the huge 
numbers that migrate through the LM area. This year there were 6-7 at LO 13 
Jun-8 Jul (JGJ). 

Ruddy Duck: A fem in Douglas Co 29 Jul (JR) may have been a non-breeder; 
Ruddy Ducks do not breed until their second summer.  Breeding-plumaged 
males in suitable breeding habitat suggests breeding; the fems may be on eggs. 
Three males at BOL 1 Jul (LE) and one in Madison Co 19 Jul (WF) may have 
been examples. 


Vol. 84 No. 3 The Nebraska Bird Review 115 


Northern Bobwhite: At the northwest edge of the range were 2 at Merritt Res, 
Cherry Co, 5 Jun (КРІ). This species may be more common in central 
Nebraska than in the east; finding one in Douglas Со 15 Jul eliminated one 
observer’s nemesis (JR). 

Gray Partridge: The only reports were from locations about 50 miles apart in 
southern Knox and southeastern Cedar Cos, an area where numbers of partridge 
have been low since about 2010. One was near Winnetoon 5 Jul (MB); the 
observer noted “it has been several years since І have found Gray Partridge in 
Knox County”. Encouraging were the pair with 6 young northwest of Laurel, 
Cedar Co, 22 Jul, “the first time I have seen partridge in this area for over 10 
years.” (DSt). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally 
common, statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Encouraging were several reports from the northeast part of 
the range in Keya Paha, Brown, and Rock Cos (m. ob.), with best count 14 at 
Hutton Sanctuary, Brown Co (JSc). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: This species is rare to absent over most of the Panhandle, 
with the few recent reports from Sheridan Co, where there are only 4 reports 
since 2006. Only the Sth report for Sheridan Co was the 3 birds about 20 miles 
south of Gordon 7 Jun (CNK). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 

Common Loon: Summering imms are expected on western reservoirs and lakes, but 
reports in the east are rare after the ELDs 30-31 May. An imm at Verdon L, 
Richardson Co, 4-24 Jun (BP, JGJ, SQ) was only the second Jun report from 
the east. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common regular breeder Sandhills, 
fairly common elsewhere. 

Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common statewide spring migrant; 
ELDs are 4-5 Jun. 

Red-necked Grebe: Tantalizing was the presence of two breeding-plumaged birds 
at LO through May (Spring Report); however, subsequent reports were only of 
single birds through the Summer period (m. ob.). Perhaps the spring birds were 
both males? 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common regular spring migrant central 
and west, fairly common east, and common regular breeder north and west, rare 
east. 

Western Grebe: One at Yankee Hill Res, Lancaster Co, 3 Jul (SMa) may have been 
the same single that was at BOL 11 Jun through the period (MW, ERa, LE); if 
so, it provided only the 10th report from the east from late Jun-Aug. 

Clark's Grebe: This species is regular in low numbers during summer on LM, 
where it breeds; as many as 5 (6 Jul, LRu photo) were present 2-14 Jul (BP, 
RSt). The only other report was of one at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 6 Jun (Те), 
presumably a tardy migrant. 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere. 

Double-crested Cormorant: This species is rare in mid-summer (late Jun-early Jul) 
in the southeast (except for BOL); EEDs for fall are 11-12 Jul, and so an 
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apparent breeding-plumaged bird in Dodge Co 5 Jul (CCr photo) was 
unexpected. As many as 16 (1 Jul, LE) summered at BOL (m. ob.). 

American White Pelican: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
summer visitor central and west, uncommon elsewhere. 

American Bittern: This species is a fairly early migrant in spring and so Jun reports 
away from the expected breeding range (north, west, RWB) are indicative of 
breeding. A flyover in Sarpy Co 16 Jun (SMa) and two calling at Peru Bottoms 
WMA, Nemaha Co, 5 Jun (WRS) were possibly breeding. Confirmed breeding 
15 not often reported, but ads with two young were in Holt Co 10 Jul (SB). 

Least Bittern: There were a number of reports of this usually elusive species from 
several locations in the southeast and in the western Sandhills. Reports were 
indicative of excellent water conditions: 1-2 were at Jack Sinn through at least 
10 Jul (m. ob.), and singles were at NLB 1 Jun (LE), Wood Duck WMA, 
Stanton Co, 8 Jun (WF), Blyburg L, Dakota Co, 11 Jun (BFH), LaPlatte 
Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 19 Jul (AG), and Louisville SRA, Cass Co, 30 Jul (MSh). 
That CLNWR was “littered” with Least Bitterns 7-8 Jun (fide JGJ) is indicative 
of excellent habitat there. 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this locally common breeder west and 
central, uncommon east. 

Great Egret: Reports were routine of this common summer visitor east and central, 
rare west. 

Snowy Egret: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor central, rare 
elsewhere. 

Little Blue Heron: The only report for the Spring and Summer periods was of an ad 
in western Seward Co 1 Jun (LE). 

Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, summer 
visitor east and central, rare west. 

Green Heron: This species is rare in the northwest and Panhandle; thus an edge-of- 
range report was of one at Bridgeport SRA 21 Jun (VRo, LCa). There are two 
other reports from Bridgeport and one from Scotts Bluff Co. Northwesterly 
were singles in Greeley Co 29 Jun (WF) and Wheeler Co 15 Jun (WF). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Two at the Kearney 1-80 Westbound Rest Area in 
Buffalo Co 5 Jul (CLa) were likely early fall wandering non-breeders; this 
species does not breed until 2-3 years of age. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only reports of this rare summer visitor to the 
southeast and south-central were of singles at NLB 1 Jun (LE) and at Harvard 
Marsh 18 Jun (JGJ). 

Glossy Ibis: The only report of a conclusively-identified Glossy was of one with 11 
White-faced Ibis in western Seward Co 1 Jun (LE). 

White-faced Ibis: ELDs for spring are 14-18 Jun where not breeding; early fall 
migration dates are not well known. Five in York Co 9 Jul (JGJ) were likely 
migrants; summering birds were not reported there. A flock flew over Seward 
Co 25 Jul (TG). 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon statewide breeder. 

Osprey: Last year's initia] breeding success led to success again this year; the nest 
below Keystone Dam, Keith Co, had 3 nearly-fledged young 8 and 15 Jul (JGJ, 
RSt), and the Scottsbluff nests at the North Platte River bridge on Highway 92 
and at the Western Sugar Factory both fledged at least two young (KD). Ata 
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third Scotts Bluff Co site, according to Kathy DeLara: “The pair that attempted 
to nest just off Highway 26 and Spring Creek Road west of Scottsbluff last year 
tried again this year. The nest once again blew off the pole in a storm. They 
started to build a second nest, even though it was late in the season, on a 
Roosevelt Public Power pole on Berggren Road. RPPD took it down and ... 
put up a nesting platform for them. 1 didn’t see any activity on the platform 
until just recently and they have put some sticks on it. I saw one of them 
carrying sticks to it on August 19th but haven't seen them since (KD)." One 
hunting in Dakota Co 11 Jun (BFH) may have been a tardy (non-breeding?) 
migrant, while the 4 at Fort Robinson SHP, Dawes Co, 30 Jul (AJo) were likely 
a family group that perhaps bred in Wyoming. ELDs for spring are 5 Jun (3 
times), and EEDs for fall are 12-13 Aug. 

Swallow-tailed Kite: Apparently part of a significant influx of this species to the 
Great Plains was one photographed near Kearney 25 Jul (fide JGJ). This is 
Nebraska's second modern documented record. Northerly sightings of this 
species have increased in the past few years, and there have been several 
sightings from neighboring states this summer, including one at the Hitchcock 
Hawk Watch in Pottawattamie Co, Iowa. 

Mississippi Kite: No reports were received from Nebraska's kite capital, Ogallala, 
but there were interesting developments elsewhere. Summering birds 
continued at Imperial, where up to 3 were present 28 Jun-12 Jul (JGJ, BRe); 
there have been kites at Imperial since 2011. A new site is Kearney, where up 
to 4 were seen near 27th St and First Ave 10 Jun-6 Jul (BM fide KS, m. ob.). 
No breeding was confirmed, although one was “plucking leaves” 12 Jun (KS). 
Far to the east, in Omaha, 2 birds were seen around 122nd and Center 10-13 
May (RS) and 2 again 16 Jul (RS). No breeding evidence was noted, but the 
timing 1s suggestive of breeding; EEDs for fall migrants are 10-16 Aug. 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder (except 
southwest), and uncommon statewide summer visitor. 

Northern Harrier: This species is a rare, locally uncommon, breeder statewide, 
although most summer reports are from the Panhandle, Sandhills, and RWB. 
This summer was no exception, although a male dropping food to a fem that 
then dropped into a wheat field near Roscoe 7 Jun was indicative of a pair 
feeding young at the edge of the Sandhills (TJW). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: This species is a rarely-reported low density breeder in the 
central Niobrara River Valley; thus of interest was a report from Fort Niobrara, 
Cherry Co, 21 Jun (JSt, EBo). 

Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Following reports from two locations this spring, reports 
from a third location, Rose Creek WMA, Jefferson Co, were encouraging for 
this rare breeder. One was recorded 3 Jun (SSc) and another very vocal bird 
was there 27 Jul (TJW). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Although breeding is not often documented, Broad-wings are 
reported every summer in the southeast. This summer, reports were from 5 
locations 14 Jun-25 Jul, including Lancaster (EJa), Washington (SSc), Douglas 
(JR, BR, SMa), and Sarpy (SMa) Cos. 

Swainson’s Hawk: This species breeds almost statewide, but less-than-annually in 
the far southeast. Reports in Washington Co 5 Jun (LCa) and Pawnee Co 6 Jun 
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(SQ) may have been tardy migrants, but singles in Webster Co 14 Jul (GWa) 
and Lancaster Co 27 Jul (MBe) may have been breeding locally. 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder, 

Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder west, 
southwest, and north. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident. 

Virginia Rail: Two reports from the southeast, 30 Jul at Jack Sinn (LE) and 31 Jul at 
LSWNP (BHe photo), were of juvs; these were likely early migrants. Previous 
EEDs for fall were 8-12 Aug. 

Sora: As with Virginia Rail, late Jul reports of Sora are likely early fall migrants; 
there were 7 reports from the southeast beginning 17 Jul (m. ob.) in this 
category. Data is accumulating suggestive of fall migration beginning in mid- 
Jul with EEDs 12-17 Jul. However, Sora is a likely breeder anywhere in the 
state, although uncommon in the southeast. Reports suggestive of breeding 
were of singles at Harvard Marsh 18 Jun (JGJ) and LSWNP 29 Jun (CVD). 

American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant breeder 
north-central, fairly common elsewhere. Users of eBird will notice that this 
species is listed as “American Coot (Red-shielded)”; David Sibley has 
discussed this at http://www.sibleyguides.com/2011/03/the-caribbean-coot- 
in-north-america/. 

Sandhill Crane: Breeding has occurred at Chet and Jane Fleisbach WMA, Morrill 
Co, since 2005; this year a pair with a colt was seen there 2 Jun (JGJ). There 
were several reports without evidence of breeding, although a pair in York Co 
18 Jun and 9 Jul (JGJ) were suggestive, as was a pair in Knox Co 27 Jul (MB, 
photo). Singles, likely non-breeding wanderers, were reported in Saunders Co 
26 Jul (LE), Rock Co 3 Jun (JSc), and Dawson Co 1 Jul (TJW). 

Black-necked Stilt: Routine reports were from traditional locations in Garden and 
Sheridan Cos (BP, J&LS), but the first RWB nesting since 2011 involved a pair 
at Sinninger WPA, York Co. A nest with 4 eggs was found 18 Jun, and, based 
on the actions of the ads, young may have been present 9 Jul; however, the area 
had dried out by 28 Jul and so the outcome is unknown (JGJ). 

American Avocet: What appears to be the easternmost nesting record known in the 
north was one with 4 eggs southeast of Bassett in Rock Co 22 Jun (AGI photo, 
fide JGJ). Migrants appear as early as mid-Jul, many of which are likely failed 
breeders; 9 in breeding plumage were at Scottsbluff SL 7 Jul (KD photo). A 
drive across Highway 2 on 22 May yielded no avocets on traditionally- 
occupied ponds adjacent to the highway; water levels were high, inundating 
exposed shoreline (WRS). 

Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide spring and fall migrant. ELDs in spring are 14-21 Jun and fall EEDs 
are 25-28 Jul. 

American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common fall migrant 
east and central, uncommon west. ЕЕР for fall are 8-11 Jul; such early 
migrants are ads, of which there are only 21 records. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. 

Piping Plover: Reports of interest away from known breeding areas were of one on 
a chute sandbar at Hamburg Bend WMA, Otoe Co, 12 Jul, thought to be 
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“wandering rather than breeding in the area” (SMa photo, BR), and 2 on a 
South Platte River sandbar between Brule and Big Springs in Keith Co (VRo, 
LCa). Best fall tally was the 15 at the Niobrara River mouth, Knox Co, 27 Jul 
(MB). 

Killdeer: The 340 at ConL 29 Jun (LE) was 3rd-highest summer count on record 
after 1012 and 750, both in the RWB. 

Mountain Plover: None were reported of this fairly common breeder extreme 
southwest Panhandle. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder and 
fairly common statewide spring and fall migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: One in Dawson Co 26 Jun (LR, RH) was rather early; EEDs for 
fall are 24-25 Jun. 

Greater Yellowlegs: One in Cherry Co 18 Jun (ERa) became one of 15 overall 
records 6-18 Jun; these are likely one-year-old birds that didn’t complete 
migration. Fall EEDs are 22-24 Jun. 

Willet: One in York Co 18 Jun was likely a *southbound migrant" (JGJ); there are 3 
other previous dates 15-20 Jun, and EEDs for fall in non-breeding locations are 
23-26 Jun. An easterly breeding record was of an ad with a flightless chick in 
Holt Co 10 Jul (SB). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Four in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ) were rather early fall migrants; 
previous EEDs for fall were 16-19 Jun. 

Long-billed Curlew: Easterly limits of the Sandhills breeding range are not well 
known, but records suggest they occur east to Brown, Rock, and Holt Cos. 
Hutton Sanctuary, Rock Co, hosted 1-2 birds 1-2 Jun (ЕКІ, JSc). Only the 3rd 
all-time record for the East was of one at ConL 23 Jul (LE details). 

Upland Sandpiper: The 38 on the Sumner BBS route, mostly in Dawson Co, 26 Jun 
(LR, RH) was a good count; previous highs were 36-40. 

Hudsonian Godwit: There are only 3 documented fall records. This species 
migrates in fall along the Atlantic Coast; the few interior records are of juvs. 

Marbled Godwit: Telemetry studies suggest that mid-continent North American 
breeding Marbled Godwits consist of two separate migratory populations 
(Olson: The Biogeography of Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) Populations in 
North America 2011). Breeders in the Dakotas winter on the Atlantic Coast 
and tend to migrate in Apr; the apparently few Nebraska breeders are likely part 
of this population. However, there are a number of May records for Nebraska 
and even a few in very early Jun. Whether these are failed breeders, which can 
depart breeding grounds very early, like Long-billed Curlews, or whether they 
are later migrants from southwestern US wintering areas is conjectural. One 
such was in Wayne Co 5 Jun (WF); there are 5 previous records 5-9 Jun. 
Possible breeding birds were singles in Cherry Co 18 Jun (ERa) and Garden Co 
2 Jul (BP photo). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common central fall migrant, 
uncommon east and west. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Dunlin: This species migrates late in fall, as ads move south with juvs. One in Knox 
Co 27 Jul (MB) was the earliest on record by two days; there are only 2 records 
for Jul and 3 for Aug. 
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Baird’s Sandpiper: Two reports іп mid-Jun add to the 15 previous such reports 11. 
24 Jun: one at ConL 11 Jun (MW) and two in Clay Co 18 Jun (JGJ). These are 
likely one-year-old non-breeders that did not complete migration. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant, 

White-rumped Sandpiper: The 695 at a single location in western Cass Co ] Jun 
(LE) was a good count; spring highs, however, are 4000-7000! 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The only reports of this uncommon fall migrant were in 
the east: up to 5 were at ConL 24-29 Jul (SKr, m. ob.), 4 were in two Knox Co 
locations 27 Jul (MB), and 3 were in Sarpy Co 28 Jul (CNK). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One at ConL 3-4 Jul (R&KH, LE) was rather early; EEDs for 
fall were 4-5 Jul. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One at ConL 3 Jul (ERa) was rather early; previous fall 
EEDs were 2-4 Jul. 

Western Sandpiper: None were reported of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant; EEDs are 4-6 Jul. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Rather early fall migrants were 3-6 at ConL 3 Jul (ERa 
details, R&KH). Previous early fall reports are 29 Jun and 9 Jul. According to 
Jehl et al. (Birds of North America Online 2001) failed breeders begin to leave 
the breeding range in late Jun. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Wilson's Snipe: Two at Jack Sinn 30 Jul (LE) were likely early migrants, although 
breeding has occurred there. 

American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon eastern and rare 
central breeder. 

Wilson's Phalarope: Reports were routine for this common, locally abundant, 
statewide spring and fall migrant, and uncommon, locally common breeder 
north-central and west, rare elsewhere. 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported of this fairly common fall migrant west 
and central, uncommon east; EEDs in fall are 22-28 Jul. 

Franklin's Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide summer 
visitor. 

California Gull: As might be expected, the three reports were from LM, where it is 
an uncommon summer visitor, 6-18 Jul. At least 2 ads and one imm were 
present (LRu, JGJ, RSt). 

Herring Gull: None were reported of this uncommon summer visitor at LM, less 
than annual elsewhere. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: The only report was of an ad at LO 24 Jul (WK). In 
Nebraska this species is essentially a spring and fall migrant; between 2 May 
and Aug 24 there were only 8 previous records. 

Least Tern: Generally this species is a sandbar specialist in major river drainages. 
Thus unexpected were 2 at Hackberry L, CLNWR, 7 Jun (fide ТОТ), although 
they may have been migrants. Sightings at unexpected locations during 
breeding season were of 2 on the South Platte River near Brule 20 Jun (VRo, 
LCa), and 2 at BOL ! Jul (LE). Two at Hamburg Bend, Otoe Co, on a 
Missouri River chute sandbar 12 Jul (SMa, BR) were likely early migrants. 
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Caspian Tern: Only the 8th record in summer (11 Jun-9 Jul) away from LM (where 
rare at this time) were of 2 in Dodge Со 29 Jun (RSa photo, KSh, GR). 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring and fall migrant. 

Common Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide spring and fall 
migrant. 

Forster's Tern: Reports away from breeding locations in summer (12 Jun-3 Jul for 
this species), are few, and most are in the north and west. Such reports are rare 
in the south and east, and so these are significant: 9 were at BOL 1 Jul (LE), 
and 2 were at Yankee Hill Res, Lancaster Co, 3 Jul (SMa). 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: As this species continues to increase in Nebraska, summer 
sightings are becoming almost routine. There were several reports of apparent 
pairs, but none of nesting. Reports of two birds together were from Ogallala 6 
Jun (JO), Mullen 2 Jul (BP), and Franklin Co 13-14 Jul (at least one present 29 
Jun-14 Jul; GWa). Elsewhere, one, and possibly 3, were near Jackson, Dakota 
Co, 20 Jun (BR), one was in Chapman, Merrick Co, 26 Jun (SM), two were at 
Johnson L SRA, Gosper Co, 27 Jun (not identified as being together; K& HO), 
1-2 separate birds were in Benkelman, Dundy Co, 29 Jun (JGJ) and 3 Jul (BP), 
and one was at Iron Horse Park, Lincoln Co, 1 Jul (CLa). 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: The 13 reports statewide (m. ob.) were encouraging; recent 
years have seen few reports. 

Barn Owl: There were 3 reports, including two from the northeast, where this 
species 15 least numerous. One southwest of Brady 6 Jun (TJW) was not 
unexpected, but reports at Niobrara SP, Knox Co, 3 Jul (MLa) and near 
Springview in Knox Co 10 Jun (AJo) were. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: A veteran observer noted that he is not finding Eastern 
Screech-Owls in Lancaster Co (LE); this situation may bear further scrutiny. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Burrowing Owl: An excellent tally of 17, including several juvs, was made at the 
two separate prairie-dog towns at Hultine WPA, Clay Co, 14 Jul (RSt). High 
counts are 30-44 at single locations. Hultine WPA appears to be the 
easternmost regular Nebraska breeding site for this species. 

Barred Owl: Reports were routine of this fairly common eastern resident, rare 
casual elsewhere. 

Long-eared Owl: None were reported of this rare statewide resident. 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was of an ad and a begging young bird at Agate 
Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, 5 Jun (DHo); this is only the 9th documented 
breeding record since 1960. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: An intriguing report was of one calling at PSP 4 Jul 
(JHi); although eBird considered the report “Not Valid”, there have been 
several records of calling birds in southern Knox and Antelope Cos in recent 
years. 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
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Common Poorwill: Near the eastern edge of its breeding range in northern 
Nebraska, none were heard 15 Jun in the NVP (CNK) where previously they 
were regular; the fire of 2012 may have altered the habitat for this species 
(СМК). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: The area along River Road just northwest of Fairbury has а 
good population of this species; 9 were counted on a survey there 15 Jun, 5 of 
which were at the junction of 565 Ave and 717 Road (JG). Several observers 
reported multiple birds in the area 15 Jun-6 Jul (m. ob.). The only other report 
was from a regular Missouri River Valley site, ICSP, where one was calling 4 
Jun (ВР). Occurrence at Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, 1$ sporadic; a total of 6 
have been reported there 2006-2016, but none this year (JG). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: This species is common along the Niobrara Valley west to 
eastern Cherry Co; at least 40 were tallied at Thomas Creek WMA, Keya Paha 
Co, 26 Jun (DH). Previous high summer counts were 9-30. 

Chimney Swift: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were routine of this uncommon Panhandle breeder. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Fail arrival was a little early; previous fall EEDs 
were 16-19 Jul where no summering birds were detected, and so significant 
were an imm in a Bellevue yard 10 Jul (EB), and another in an Omaha yard 13 
Jul (RMa). All but two of the reports were from the east: one was in Adams Co 
1 Jun (LE), a presumed spring migrant, and another far to the west was one in 
Scotts Bluff Co 30 Jul (MS fide KD). The latter is the 21st fall Panhandle 
record, all in the period 22 Jul-18 Oct. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: About the 16th fall record for the east was a fem at the 
Jorgensen feeder in Lincoln 27-29 Jul (JGJ, m. ob.). First to arrive in the west 
was a fem at the DeLara feeders 22 Jul (KD); EEDs are 3-9 Jul. 

Rufous Hummingbird: A male in the DeLara yard 23 Jun was earliest on record for 
fall by 9 days. EEDs are 11-12 Jul, but there are 4 previous records 3-9 Jul. 
Easternmost report was of one in an Ogallala yard 30 Jul (JO). 

Calliope Hummingbird: The two reports were from Scotts Bluff Co; singles were 
in the DeLara yard 31 Ju! (KD) and at the Smith residence 30 Jul (MS fide 
KD). Fall EEDs are 13-14 Jul. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Lewis's Woodpecker: The only report was of one at the regular site below Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co, 17 Jul (JM). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: In recent years this species has spread slowly west in the 
North Platte Valley to Scotts Bluff Co; the only Panhandle report this summer 
was of one near Broadwater, Morrill Co, 21 Jun (VRo, LCa). In the Niobrara 
River Valley, it occurs west to the Valentine area; one was at Merritt. Res, 
Cherry Co, 12 Jul (KP1). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: There are several previous late spring-early summer 
reports as late as ] Jul, but only 5 for Jun-Jul; thus unexpected was one at SCP 
30 May-1 Jun (JSS). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, fairly common west. 
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Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were, as expected, from locations in the Missouri 
River Valley, north to DeSoto NWR, Washington Co, (DWi); the population at 
FF may now be 5-6 individuals (AG). 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder. 

Peregrine Falcon: All reports were of resident pairs in Lincoln and Omaha. 

Prairie Falcon: One at a prairie-dog town in southern Keya Paha Co 25 Jul (WF) 
was likely an early easterly migrant; EEDs east of the breeding range are 23-26 
Aug, but there 15 evidence for earlier eastward movement on the Great Plains. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east 
and central, rare west. ELDs in spring are 14-16 Jun. 

Western Wood-Pewee: The eastern range limit in the Niobrara River Valley is in 
the area of the boundary junction of Brown, Rock, and Keya Paha Cos, and 
especially the NVP. This summer a Western Wood-Pewee singing at Holt 
Creek WMA, Keya Paha Co, 24 Jul responded to a Western Wood-Pewee tape 
but not to an Eastern Wood-Pewee tape (WF, LR, RH). Along the North Platte 
River Valley, singing Westerns are reported in summer each year in Lincoln 
Co; this year one was observed on 6 Jun near Brady (TJW). One near 
Gothenburg, Dawson Co, 4 Jun (DVe, AVe) was likely an easterly migrant as 
there are по summering records that far east in the Platte River Valley (yet). 
One in Hitchcock Со 2 Jun (TJW) was also likely a migrant, although breeding 
has occurred in Dundy Co. One at NNF Halsey 18 Jun was recorded (MR); 
two were at the same location in 2015. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One was westerly at Arcadia Diversion Dam, Custer Co, 17 
Jul (WF). This species breeds regularly in the Valentine area; this summer 
there were multiple reports from Fort Niobrara NWR 21 Jun-13 Jul (m. ob.), 
and 2 were at the Valentine City Park 19 Jun (ERa). 

Acadian Flycatcher: This species is consolidating its southeastern Nebraska range 
and expanding slightly; singles at Neale Woods, Douglas and Washington Cos, 
23 and 25 Jun (JR), and one singing at WP, Lancaster Co, through the period 
(m. ob.) were the outliers. 

Alder Flycatcher: Singles barely made it into each end of the period; one was at 
SCP | Jun (JSS) and another vocal bird was rather early there 28 Jul (ZWa). 
ELDs in spring are 4-5 Jun and EEDs in fall are 21-30 Jul. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder statewide 
except southwest. 

Least Flycatcher: Last in spring were 5 along the Niobrara River east of Norden 
Road, Brown Co, 10 Jun (AJo), a location where breeding might occur, and 
first in fall 27 Jul in Knox Co (MB). Late spring and early fall dates for 
migrants are not clear-cut, but are likely around 10 Jun and 10 Jul. The 
breeding status of Least Flycatcher in Nebraska is unclear; there are no 
confirmed breeding reports (Mollhoff: Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 2016). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon northwestern 
breeder. 

Eastern Phoebe: In the western third of Nebraska this species is rare, restricted 
mostly to the Pine Ridge, Republican River Valley, and the Platte River 
Valleys west to Keith Co. Reports in the western Sandhills are few; 
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westernmost this summer were singles in Thomas Co 20 Jun (WF) and Custer 
Co 5 Jun (TJW). The only Pine Ridge report was of one south of Chadron in 
Dawes Co 9 Jul (KVS). 

Say's Phoebe: Easternmost report was of an apparently-nesting pair on a bridge in 
Howard Co 8 Jul (WF). This species is uncommon in the east half of the state, 
and occurs only rarely east to Howard and Hall Cos in the Platte River Valley. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common eastern breeder, 
locally common central, and uncommon west. 

Cassin's Kingbird: The 14 in canyons south of Redington 2 Jun (JGJ) was an 
excellent summer tally; previous highs were 10-19. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and central, 
fairly common east. 

Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: As has become the norm in recent years in southern 
Nebraska, this species was reported from three locations, and there were 
nesting pairs in two of those locations. А pair was nesting in Pawnee Co at 
their last year's site at 626 Ave and 710 Trail 4-6 Jun; a different male and a 
different fem were in the area also (SQ, LF, BP, BHe, MW). There were no 
subsequent reports, however. Another pair nested west of Lincoln on Denton 
Rd at SW 31st St. beginning 13 Jun (JG); the fem was incubating 29 Jun (LE), 
4 "fuzzy" nestlings were there 8 Jul (SSc), and 3 well-feathered nestlings were 
being fed 18 Jul (NR) but apparently left the nest the same day (JG). The only 
other report was of one in Gosper Co 15 Jun (RSt). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Loss of habitat (roadside thickets) was suggested as a reason 
why for the first time in several years none were found on a BBS route in 
Custer and Lincoln Cos 5 Jun (TJW). 

White-eyed Vireo: Following two spring reports in the Douglas-Sarpy Cos area, 
two more were reported in early Jun. One was northwesterly at Cornell Bridge 
near Valentine 10 Jun (GW fide JGJ); the other was at FF 18 Jun (JR), possibly 
the bird that was there 26 Apr-17 May (Spring Report). There are now single 
records from Knox, Cherry, and Lincoln Cos, but only 8 records for Jun-Aug 
since 1976. 

Bells Vireo: This species is a rare, edge of range breeder in the Panhandle and so 
these reports are of interest: singles were at CLNWR and Ash Hollow SHP, ` 
both in Garden Co, 25 Jun (JB). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: This species is less-than-annual west of the Missouri River 
confluence with the Niobrara River, with fewer than 10 such reports. Thus 
significant was one seen well just east of Norden Bridge, Brown Co, 10 Jun 
(CNK, EJa). Only the second fall record for the Panhandle was one heard and 
seen singing in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 18 Jul (JM). 

Plumbeous Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder. 

Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east, rare 
casual central. ELDs for spring are 6-12 Jun. 

Warbling Vireo: Two subspecies occur in Nebraska, western Vireo gilvus brewsteri 
in the Panhandle, and eastern V. g. gilvus over most of the rest of the state. The 
identity of birds in the west-central is unclear, although birds in Keith Co are 
thought to be H g. gilvus, as it breeds along the South Platte River into 
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northeastern Colorado (Ted Floyd: http://blog.aba.org/2011/06/pieplow-made- 
me-do-it.html). This summer, 2 V. g. gilvus were at LO 24 Jul (WK). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder east, central, and 
northwest, rare casual Panhandle south of South Platte River. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, fairly 
common west. 

Black-billed Magpie: All reports were from traditional locations where this species 
has been found in recent years. Easternmost was one at Ft Kearny SHP, 
Kearney Co, 21 Jun (RLo). 

American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Purple Martin: This species is rare as far west as Cherry Co; only the 6th record is 
of one in Valentine 19 Jun (ERa). Purple Martins are reasonably common west 
to Ainsworth. The westerly colony in Benkelman, Dundy Co, continues with 
20-25 birds 29 Jun (JGJ) and 3 Jul (BP); the species breeds throughout the 
Republican River Valley. The huge annual Omaha roost was getting underway 
by the end of Jul, when 100+ were present (JR). 

Tree Swallow: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder, 
uncommon southwest and southern Panhandle. 

Violet-green Swallow: Somewhat easterly was a probable migrant near Whiteclay, 
Sheridan Co, ! Jun (PMH); breeding is not known on the Pine Ridge east of 
Dawes Co. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
breeder. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
resident. 

Tufted Titmouse: This species is mostly associated with counties bordering the 
Missouri River, with only small numbers west of there. There is a small 
population in Jefferson Co, with most reports from Rose Creek WMA and 
Flathead WMA. This summer singles were at Rose Creek WMA 27 Ли (TJW) 
and Flathead WMA 23 Jun (CNK). These are only the 5th and 6th reports 
overall from Jefferson Co. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One in Buffalo Co 26 Jun (BBr photo) was a surprise; 
there are several incidences away from traditional breeding areas of this species 
lingering for some time where it wintered, sometimes resulting in a nesting 
effort. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: This species (eastern subspecies) occurs regularly west 
in the Niobrara River Valley to the Valentine area; one was at the City Park 19 
Jun (ERa) and another at Merritt Res 12 Jul (KPi). Reports are few west of LM 
in the North Platte Valley; singles were in Morrill Co 21 Jun (VRo, LCa) and 
Scotts Bluff Co 26 Jun (УКо, LCa). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common western resident, rare 
casual north. 
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Brown Creeper: The only report was of one at FF 18 Jun (JR), presumably one of 
the birds reported nesting there іп spring (Spring Report). 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common breeder west and west-central, 
rare east-central, rare casual east. 

House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Sedge Wren: ELDs for spring are 2-6 Jun, although it is difficult to understand late 
May-early Jun sightings of this species, especially singing birds. The latter 
may still be moving north, but recent years have seen an increase of Jun records 
in the east where previously this species was only a rare breeder. This summer 
there were multiple records of singing Sedge Wrens in eastern Nebraska 
suggestive of possible breeders: one singing persistently in Madison Co 3 Jun 
and other singers in Wayne Co 4-9 Jun (WF), 3 in Knox Co 12-13 Jun (EJo), 8 
calling birds in Holt Co 18 Jun (DH), one singing in Burt Co 22 Jun (SMa), one 
in Stanton Co 25 Jun (DH), two in Douglas Со 1 Jul (JR), and one at LSWNP 4 
Jul (TG). Presumed migrants were westerly singles in Cherry Co 5 Jun (DH) 
and Sheridan Co 7 Jun (CNK). In mid-Jul, Sedge Wrens return in good 
numbers and often breed in fall. A rather early returnee was one in Wheeler Co 
8 Jul (WF); EEDs for fall are 8-10 Jul. 

Marsh Wren: This species exhibits the same fall early arrival behavior as Sedge 
Wren, although perhaps not as noticeably. Of interest is the observation that 
birds involved in this behavior and not present during May-Jun that have had 
song type reported are of the eastern song type, presumably Cistothorus 
palustris palustris. There are locations in Holt and Rock Cos where both song 
types occur, although in these locations eastern song types are few (4 birds out 
of 102 total). At Spencer Dam, Holt Co, two western-type singers were heard 
23 Jul (WF); these were at the eastern edge of the western song type range. 

Carolina Wren: One nest-building in Bellevue 24 Jul (КСК) may have been on its 
second or even third nesting round. One in North Platte 22 Jul was the 
observer’s first there since early Sep 2013 (TJW), although another (same 
bird?) was photographed a few days later on 29 Jul in a rural Lincoln Co yard 
(VC). Another westerly bird was in Dawson Со 18 Jul (JHa), and one іп 
Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa) was westerly in the Republican River Valley, where 
reports west of there and Harlan Co are rare. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species is least common in the Sandhills, but is 
expanding westward in the Niobrara River Valley and northwest. Two were at 
Ft Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 13 Jul (EWo), one was near Johnstown, Brown 
Co, 9 Jun (EJa), and another at John Emerson WMA, Holt Co, 29 Jul (SSc). 
There are accumulating Keith Co reports; 3-4 were counted at CPBS 15-16 Jul 
(RSt). Three south of Redington 2 Jun suggested eastward expansion іп the 
Wildcat Hills (ЈОЈ). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was singing on Chadron State College campus, Dawes 
Co, 3 Jun (MLe); ELDs for spring are 28-29 Мау, but there are 3 previous 
reports for Jun, all in the northwest. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this fairly common western breeder. 

Townsend's Solitaire: The only report was of one at NNF Halsey 18 Jun; it was 
heard as a background singer in a Western Wood-Pewee recording ML 515864 


Vol. 84 No. 3 The Nebraska Bird Review 127 


(MR); this recording can be found in the Macauley Library at 
http://macaulaylibrary.org/audio/5 15864. There аге no confirmed records of 
breeding in Nebraska, but there are several reports of territorial birds (Mollhoff: 
Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 2016). 

Veery: None were reported of this rare spring migrant east and west, rare casual 
central. ELDs in spring are 5-7 Jun. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east, 
rare central, and rare casual west. ELDs in spring are 3-6 Jun. 

Swainson's Thrush: Reports were routine of this common statewide spring migrant. 
ELDs in spring are 6-7 Jun in the south and east and 17-19 Jun in the north and 
west. 

Hermit Thrush: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central, rare west. ELDs in spring away from the east are 2-4 Jun. 

Wood Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder east and north. 

American Robin: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Gray Catbird: A cautionary note: one in Valley Co 29 Jun was imitating a Willow 
Flycatcher's “fitz-bew” song (WF). 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Sage Thrasher: An apparent family group of 4 was at Toadstool Geologic Park, 
Sioux Co, 9 Jun (J&LS); a single bird was photographed there 1 Jun (BS fide 
RB). These reports, along with a spring sighting in the area 23 May (MW 
photo, WRS), suggest successful breeding occurred. There is only one 
confirmed record of breeding, in western Kimball Co in 2009. 

Northern Mockingbird: This species is a rare breeder north of counties in the Platte 
and North Platte River Valleys, thus significant were reports of singles at 
Thomas Creek WMA, Keya Paha Со, | Jun (JSc), Fort Robinson, Dawes Co, 2 
Jun (RB), and Dakota Co 11 Jun (BFH). 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this common regular resident statewide, 
uncommon northwest. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species breeds east in northern Nebraska to 
Keya Paha and Holt Cos, where traditional sites in the Springview and O'Neill 
areas have been occupied for several years. This year, 6 were found a mile 
west of Springview 24 Jul (LR, RH, WF), but a previously unreported site 15 5 
miles west of Norden, where one was found 18 Jun (MH). 

McCown's Longspur: An ad with two fledglings was seen in Kimball Co 18 Jun 
(KD); there are few such reports. 

Ovenbird: This species breeds regularly in the east and north, although with few 
reports in the central Niobrara Valley between Valentine and the Pine Ridge 
and no proven breeding elsewhere (Mollhoff: Nebraska Breeding Bird Atlas 
2016). One was at CPBS 16 Jul (RSt); although there is no evidence for 
nesting at this location, several birds with brood patches have been netted there 
2 Jul-7 Aug in past years (Brown et al.: Journal of Field Ornithology 2014). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: This species often uses streams in inhospitable locations; а 
territory at FF may have had nestlings 1 Jun although the tall nettles and 
mosquitos were rather daunting to the observer (СМК); interestingly, this 
territory, which appears to include water running along the railroad tracks near 
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Gifford Road, may have been in use for some 30 years. It was described by 
Paul Bedell in 1982 (Nebraska Bird Review, Vol 50, No 4). Additional reports 
were from known or expected locations north to Neale Woods and west to 
Jefferson Co (m. ob.). Unexpected, however, was one in the Bow Creek 
drainage in northeast Nebraska 22 Jul (WF); this location is about 20 miles 
west of PSP, the nearest breeding area. It was not found 24 Jul (JJ, SSc) and 
was likely a dispersing fall migrant; there are a few spring and fall records from 
extreme southeastern South Dakota. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Evidence for breeding in the Missouri River Valley is 
poor, but there are reports over the years that suggest it may occur, mostly in 
Sarpy Co. This spring, however, there were unprecedented reports away from 
the Missouri River Valley in the southeast of single birds from Johnson Co, 
where one was seen 20 Jun (SQ), and Lancaster Co, where one was seen 17 Jul 
(MW). 

Prothonotary Warbler: The only report was of a pair delivering food to a nest box 
at FF 7 Jun (SSc). These birds had been there in spring at this now-regular 
breeding site. 

Tennessee Warbler: None were reported of this common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare west. Spring ELDs are 10-11 Jun. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant 
west, rare casual elsewhere. Spring ELDs are 3-8 Jun. 

Mourning Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 12-15 Jun. 

Kentucky Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 

Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Hooded Warbler: A single at FF 17 Jun (JR) was the 7th record for Jun. ELDs in 
spring are 28-31 May. 

American Redstart: Reports were routine of this common breeder north, northwest, 
and east. 

Cerulean Warbler: None were reported of this rare casual eastern breeder, despite a 
“flurry” of spring reports, latest of which was 24 May. 

Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder. 

Magnolia Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 4 Jun (3 times). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Only the 3rd Jun record for the state was one at FF 17 Jun 
(JR). ELDs for spring are 30-31 May. 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant 
east, uncommon central, rare casual west. Spring ELDs are 5-8 Jun. 

Blackpol! Warbler: None were reported of this fairly common spring migrant east 
and central, uncommon west. Spring ELDs are 4-7 Jun. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon 
western breeder. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: None were reported of this common statewide 
migrant. ELDs are 10-15 Jun in the north and west, 1-2 Jun elsewhere. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported of this uncommon eastern breeder; 
last spring report was 14 May. 
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Black-throated Green Warbler: A tardy bird was heard at FF 8-11 Jun (JR); this is 
only the 3rd, and latest, Jun record for Nebraska. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: There were two reports from the east, where this species is 
less-than-annual: one away from the Niobrara River Valley 5 Jul was 
unexpected there for Knox Co (MB), and a more unexpected sighting was of 
one well-seen at Boyer Chute NWR, Washington Co, 5 Jul (DL). The latter is 
only the 10th report from the east since 1980. 

Green-tailed Towhee: None were reported of this rare western spring migrant. 
Spring ELDs are 4-7 Jun. 

Spotted Towhee: This species breeds statewide except for the southeast; reports 
from there were of singles in Seward Co 19 Jun (RSt), Clay Co 14 Jul (RSt), 
two in Jefferson Co 27 Jul (TJW), and three reports from SCP, Lancaster Co, 1- 
23 Jun (JSS, RSt). The incidence of introgressants in the southeast is fairly 
high; birds should be carefully studied or heard well before being identified as 
“pure” individuals of either species. 

Eastern Towhee: In the eastern third of Nebraska away from the south and east 
hybrids are common and phenotypic Easterns are often reported, most of which 
are probably introgressants. Reports this summer were west to Fort Niobrara, 
where 2 were found 14 Jul (KFr), and Frontier Co, where 3 singles were 
reported 21-26 Jun (TJW, WF). 

Cassin's Sparrow: Reports of this rare and erratic breeder were as expected from 
the southwest: singles were in Perkins Co 15 Jun (RSt) and Hitchcock Co 1 
Jun, likely the same bird that was seen there 25 May (TJW). 

Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder, 
uncommon southwest. 

Brewer's Sparrow: None were reported of this fairly common western Panhandle 
breeder. 

Field Sparrow: The only report from the Panhandle, where Field Sparrow 15 a rare 
breeder, was of one at Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Со, | Jun (DHo); this was 
probably a tardy migrant, as there were several Panhandle reports during May. 

Vesper Sparrow: This species is a common breeder in the north and northwest as 
well as in the northeast; in the east it is gradually spreading westward and 
southward. Reports in the breeding season from the south, especially south of 
the Platte River Valley, are still scarce. There were these this summer: 2 in 
Adams Co 6 Jun (RSt), singles in Hall Co 22 Jul (DRy), Lancaster Co 13 Jun 
(BSc), and Johnson Co 20 Jun (SQ), 4 in Webster Co 14 Jul (GWa), and one in 
Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa). 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, 
uncommon south and east. 

Lark Bunting: One was easterly in Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa); this species is rare in 
east-central Nebraska. 

Savannah Sparrow: This species is a locally common breeder in the west, usually 
in small colonies in damp areas. One was singing at the Chet and Mary 
Fleisbach WMA, Morrill Co, 2 Jun (JGJ photo). Surprising was one at Pawnee 
Prairie WMA, Pawnee Co, 6 Jun (SQ); this is the 4th Jun-Jul report in the east, 
where breeding is unknown. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 
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Henslow's Sparrow: Most of the reports are from the regular location at SCP, 
where as many as 12 (RSt) were found 21 Jun-28 Jul (m. ob.). Elsewhere, 
singles were reported at Yankee Hill WMA, Lancaster Co, 25 Jun (MW) and 3 
Jul (SMa), and one was heard at Pawnee Rd and 78th St in Omaha 11 Jun (BP). 

Song Sparrow: This species is least common as а breeder in the Sandhills and 
southwest; singles were in Red Willow Co 26 Jun (WF) and Furnas Co 1 Jul 
(WF). 

Swamp Sparrow: There are few summer reports in the southeast, likely due to lack 
of suitable cattail habitat. There are a few reports, however, including one this 
spring at Bennington L, Douglas Co, 30 Jul (LFe). 

Harris's Sparrow: One in Cuming Co 7 Jun (LE photo) was tardy; spring ELDs are 
9-10 Jun. 

Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported of this fairly common 
northern Panhandle resident. 

Summer Tanager: Reports in Jun-Jul away from the Missouri River Valley ш the 
southeast are few; of 5 such reports, 4 were this summer: 1-2 at Rose Creek 
WMA, Jefferson Co, 3-4 Jun (SSc, MW), one at Rock Creek SHP, Jefferson 
Co, 12 Jun (SSc), and one at Twin Oaks WMA, Johnson Co, 12 Jul (SSc, 
WRS). 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon breeder east and north. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this fairly common northwestern 
breeder. 

Northern Cardinal: The Scotts Bluff Co population continues, with 2 in a Mitchell 
yard 7 Jul where none had been seen for two months (KD), and 2 along the 
North Platte River south of Morrill 26 Jun (VRo, LCa). Elsewhere in the North 
Platte Valley, singles were at Bridgeport SRA, Morrill Co, 21 Jun (VRo, LCa) 
and Ash Hollow SHP, Garden Co, 25 Jun (JB). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Westernmost was one in Ogallala 6 Jun (JO); there are 
now 11 Jun dates for this species from the western half of the state. An 
indication of the degree of introgression that occurs at the range boundaries of 
this species and Black-headed Grosbeak was the angry response and 
appearance by a previously unseen phenotypic Rose-breasted to a Black-headed 
tape 4 Jul in Gosper Co (WF). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common regular breeder west 
and south, uncommon north, rare casual east. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder. 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were routine of this uncommon western breeder. 

Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Dickcissel: This species is rare and erratic in the Panhandle, although there were 3 
reports: singles in Sioux Co 3 Jun (DHo) and in Garden Co 2 Jul (BP), and 3 in 
Cheyenne Co 5 Jul (WWH). 

Bobolink: Reports were routine of this common breeder north, uncommon south. 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Eastern Meadowlark: The main stronghold of this species in Nebraska is the 
southeast, roughly bounded to the northwest by a line from Sioux City to 
Holdrege. Elsewhere, the distribution is complicated and patchy but essentially 
statewide although with low numbers or absence in the southwest, southern 
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Panhandle, and most of the Sandhills, where pockets occur in some high water 
table meadow areas. Surprisingly, from the North Platte River north in the 
Panhandle, records are fairly numerous, but there are very few RWB records. 
Reports this summer reflect this distribution (m. ob.). 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common northwestern breeder. 

Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 

Great-tailed Grackle: Expansion of this species in Nebraska has essentially 
followed major river valleys westward (Platte, North and South Plattes, and the 
Niobrara region from Sioux City to Valentine), as well as the western edge of 
the Sandhills and Фе І-80 corridor from Omaha to Grand Island. Fewest 
reports are from the extreme south, notably the Republican River Valley, most 
of the Sandhills, and much of the northeast. Reports from the areas of lowest 
numbers included, in the central Sandhills, 3 at Stapleton, Logan Co, 21 Jun 
(WF) and one in Grant Co 6 Jun (CNK) and, in the south, singles in Imperial, 
Chase Co, 3 Jul (BP) and in Franklin Co 29 Jun (GWa). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Bullock's Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common breeder west and 
extreme west-central. 

Baltimore x Bullock's Oriole: Only two were reported; one in the known hybrid 
zone in the eastern Panhandle and extreme west-central, but the other a little 
easterly. One in Kimball Co 18 Jun was described as “one male, mostly 
Bullock's-looking except for dark face and cheeks, typical for around here" 
(KD), while easterly was one in southwestern Custer Co 5 Jun that “came in 
very nicely to a Bullock's Oriole song played on my phone — was a lighter 
orange than most male Baltimores but had full black hood" (TJW). 

Baltimore Oriole: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, 
uncommon west. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

Red Crossbill: The only report was of two in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 26 
Jun (GRi), a not unexpected summer location. 

Pine Siskin: Reports were routine of this common western breeder, rare casual 
elsewhere. 

Lesser Goldfinch: Surprisingly, none were reported of this uncommon western 
summer visitor and less-than-annual Panhandle breeder. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Black Rails (Laterallus jamaicensis) are the smallest of the rails found in North 
America. Even though they are broadly distributed in coastal tidal and inland 
freshwater marshes, they are rarely seen and consequently are poorly known 
(Eddleman et al. 1994). They prefer areas of moist soil interspersed with scattered 
small pools of shallow water surrounded by fine-stemmed rushes, grasses, and 
sedges for use during migratory stopover and nesting (Todd 1977, Eddleman et al. 
1994). АП populations of Black Rail have declined precipitously over the past 
century due to the draining of marshes and wetlands and demands on water resources 
(Eddleman et al. 1994). In 2011, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service initiated a 
review of the species’ status to determine whether it warrants protection under the 
federal Endangered Species Act (http://www.fws.gov/policy/library/2011/2011- 
24633.pdf). 


Adult Black Rails are 10-15 cm long with a wingspan of 22-28 cm, and body mass of 
29-36 g. Males and females are of similar size, but males are darker overall in color. 
Adult plumage consists of varying shades of blackish-gray with the top of the head 
darker gray than the body. The nape of the neck and upper back are chestnut in 
color. The remainder of the back is varying shades of dark gray washed with 
chestnut and scattered white spots. The irises are red and the bill black (Eddleman et 
al. 1994). 


During the breeding season the most common vocalization produced by Black Rails, 
presumably the male, is the 3-note kickee-do (also described as kic-kic-keer; Reynard 
1974, Eddleman et al. 1994). This vocalization often 15 preceded by 1-4, usually 2, 
introductory notes and 1-3, usually 1, concluding notes. The duration of the call is 
0.4 to 2.0 seconds, the frequency ranges from 1,200 to 3,400 Hertz (1.2 to 2.4 kHz), 
and the last note is usually lower in frequency than the initial notes (Eddleman et al. 
1994). They are most vocal during the night and at dawn and dusk. The kickee- 
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do/kic-kic-keer vocalization is thought to be the male’s mating call and not used in 
territorial defense (Repking 1975, Eddleman et al. 1994). 


The status of the Black Rail in Nebraska is poorly known. Even though the Black 
Rail has been reported, documentation of its occurrence is very limited. There are 
approximately twenty reports of the species in the state, but only two (Ducey 1980, 
Brogie and Brogie 1987) have been accepted by the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 
Records Committee (NOURC). One accepted record is based on the description of a 
brief observation of a bird flushing in front of the observer (Ducey 1980) and the 
other involves an audio recording that the observers noted was of poor quality 
(Brogie and Brogie 1987). All other sightings are supported by written statements or 
lack any supporting details. The Black Rail is thought to be a rare casual spring and 
fall visitor statewide and a possible summer visitor or breeder at Crescent Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR; Sharpe et al. 2001). As many as seven reports are 
from Crescent Lake NWR, including summer reports (Sharpe et al. 2001). Other 
reports are during spring and fall and are scattered across the state (Sharpe et al. 
2001). Currently, there are no accepted records of Black Rails in South Dakota 
(http://sdoubirds.org/Birds/Checklist.aspx); they are considered accidental in Iowa 
(http://www .iowabirds.org/Birds/Iowa.aspx). 


Here we report details and provide documentation of an observation of a Black Rail 
in Nebraska. 


METHODS 


During the summer of 2016, we conducted surveys for secretive marsh birds in 
wetlands distributed across Nebraska (by EB and CM). The survey locations 
included Rainwater Basin wetlands, Eastern Saline wetlands, and Sandhills wetlands. 
The surveys were conducted following the North American Marsh Bird Monitoring 
Protocol as developed by Conway (2011) and modified by Harms and Dinsmore 
(2014). The protocol employs call-broadcast point counts using a 14-minute call 
broadcast sequence provided by the North American Marsh Bird Monitoring 
Program coordinator (Conway 2011). Call broadcast surveys were played using a 
SanDisk MP3 player (Western Digital Technologies, Inc., Milpitas, CA) and JBL 
Flip 3 Portable Bluetooth speaker (Harmon International, Stamford, CT). The Black 
Rail kickee-do/kic-kic-keer vocalization 1s the first vocalization included in the call- 
broadcast sequence. All surveys were conducted from 15 May to 10 July. Each 
wetland was surveyed twice, once between 15 May and 13 June and once between 
14 June and 10 July. 


The Black Rail's response to the call-playback broadcast was recorded using a cell 
phone (iPhone 6, Apple Inc., Cupertino, СА). The spectrogram of the vocalization 
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was prepared using Raven Pro Version 1.5 acoustic analysis software (Bioacoustics 
Research Program). 


RESULTS 


On the evening (8:04 pm CDT) of 15 June 2016, EB and CM heard and recorded the 
distinctive kickee-do/kic-kic-keer Black Rail vocalization at Harvard Waterfowl 
Production Area (WPA) in Clay County, Nebraska. This was during the second set 
of surveys conducted at Harvard WPA for the season; no Black Rails were detected 
during the first survey on 5 May 2016. The bird vocalized constantly for 
approximately 20 minutes before becoming silent. We estimate the vocalizing bird 
was 10 meters from the researchers (EB and CM) in a wet sedge meadow (Figure 1). 
A brief, unsuccessful attempt was made to flush the bird for visual confirmation of 
the species identification. The wind was calm that evening, so the vocalization and 
the recording were not distorted. 


See Figure 2 for the spectrogram illustrating the distinctive vocalization. Note in 


particular the 3-note structure of the vocalization (2 introductory notes and | 


Figure 1. Landscape in the general area where the Black Rail vocalization was recorded 
(photograph taken 18 June 2016; Harvard WMA, Clay County, Nebraska), 
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concluding note), the lower frequency concluding note, the — 0.5 second duration, 
and the ~1.5 to 2.5 kHz frequency range. The recording is available online at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v-xy I2fAUI1OE and has been submitted to 
NOURC, where it will be archived. 


Only one Black Rail was heard vocalizing on 15 June; no other Black Rails 
responded to the vocalizing bird. Efforts to relocate the vocalizing bird on 18 June 
were not successful. No Black Rail vocalizations were heard in any of the other 
Rainwater Basin wetlands or other wetlands statewide during the remainder of the 
survey season. 


DISCUSSION 


The Black Rail observed at Harvard WPA was found in habitat typically occupied by 
the species (Todd 1977, Eddleman et al. 1994). The area was dominated by sedges 
that were < 0.3 m tall with variable water levels ranging from moist soil up to 0.5 
m. Water levels were average to slightly higher than usual in June 2016 (EB, CM, 
JGJ, pers. obs.). The habitat at Harvard WPA is the result of wetland management 
treatments conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Rainwater Basin 
Wetland Management District (RWBWMD). The area is grazed and burned 
periodically to mimic historic patterns of disturbance. The RWBWMD installed a 
submersible well and buried a delivery pipeline at Harvard WPA to provide 
supplemental water to offset hydrologic deficiencies caused by sedimentation and 
decreased precipitation runoff. When water is pumped to the WPA, more suitable 
foraging area is available to marsh birds (J. Drahota, pers. comm.). 


n5 і 4 4 H 


Figure 2. Spectrogram of Black Rail vocalization recorded on 15 June 2016 at Harvard WMA, 
Clay County, Nebraska, a Rainwater Basin wetland. See spectrograms in Kellogg (1962), 
Reynard (1974), and Eddleman et al. (1994) for comparison. 


Nebraska 1$ just north of areas where Black Rails regularly occur during summer and 
likely breed. Black Rails are reported regularly in Kansas at several sites including 
Quivira National Wildlife Refuge, Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area, Coldwater 
Lake, and Lake Hargis; additional reports are scattered throughout the state 
(Thompson et al. 2011). There are a number of records of Black Rails from across 
Oklahoma (Beck and Patten 2007). The species regularly occurs in habitats 
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associated with John Martin Reservoir in southeastern Colorado (eBird 2016). 
Harvard WPA is located approximately 280 km (175 miles) north of Cheyenne 
Bottoms and Quivira. We think it is likely the Black Rail observed at Harvard WPA 
originated from a site to the south, but this cannot be known with certainty. 


It is possible Black Rails regularly breed in Nebraska, including in the Rainwater 
Basin, but evidence is lacking simply because the species is so difficult to detect. 
However, call broadcast surveys were conducted at wetlands across the state, 
including sites (e.g., Crescent Lake NWR, Garden County, and Chet and 
Jane Fleisbach Wildlife Management Area, Morrill County) where Black Rails have 
been previously reported; additional call-broadcast surveys were conducted in the 
Eastern Saline Wetlands, Lancaster County, Nebraska in 2013 (Dinan and Jorgensen 
2014). None of these surveys yielded additional evidence that Black Rails regularly 
occur in Nebraska. Additional observations of Black Rails in Nebraska supported by 
documentation would be extremely valuable in determining this species’ status in the 
state. We encourage observers to listen for the characteristic Black Rail kickee- 
do/kic-kic-keer vocalization when in appropriate habitats, but not to call them using 
recordings. If Black Rails are establishing local populations or are breeding in 
localized populations in Nebraska, we believe it is best not to interfere with them. 
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2015 (27th) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 


Mark A. Brogie - NOU Records Committee Chairperson 
508 Seeley Street 
Creighton, Nebraska 68729 


The functions and methods of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records 
Committee (NOURC) are described in its bylaws (NOURC 2010). The committee’s 
purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting unusual bird sightings and to 
establish a list of all documented birds for Nebraska. Accidental and casual species 
for which the NOURC seeks documentation (NOURC Review List) can be found at 
the NOU website (www.NOUbirds.org). 

All records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum (UNSM), Lincoln NE. 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be 
found in the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review (NBR). 


State List: 


The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” was first published in 1988 
(NOU 1988) and has been updated three times (NOURC 1997, 2004, 2009). The 
“Official List” has been appended twenty-five times: (Mollhoff 1989; Grenon 1990, 
1991; Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b, 1996c; Brogie 1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009a, 2009b, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015; Jorgensen 2001, 
2002, 2003). 

The American Ornithologists’ Union Checklist of North American Birds, 
Seventh Edition (1998) and its following supplements (AOU: 2000, 2002, 2003, 
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015) contain 
many taxonomic changes affecting North American birds. 

The following summarizes all revisions made by the AOU in 2015 
including scientific name changes and taxonomic realignment that affect the current 
published “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009, 
www.NOUbirds.org). This report includes all accounts submitted during the 2015 
calendar year covering 81 records with accession numbers 1691 — 1771. 


Criteria for Accepted Records: 


In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of six votes in favor is 
required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOURC 2010). Records in the 
following categories are classified as accepted: 


I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - diagnostic, labeled photographic evidence exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic documentations of the 

same bird exist 

ПІ - one or two independently written diagnostic documentations of the 
same bird exist 
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Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of observers. This report summarizes all 
records accessioned in 2015, discusses any new additions to the state list, and reports 
any changes in firmness of data (i.e. placement in the above acceptance categories) 
of Nebraska birds. Additionally, the list reflects changes in frequency of occurrence, 
as determined by the NOU Records Committee, which reviewed records of bird 
occurrences in Nebraska for 2006-2015. Frequency of occurrence is indicated by the 
following terms (NOURC 2009): 


Regular - acceptably reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years. 
Casual - acceptably reported in 4-7 of the past 10 years. 
Accidental - acceptably reported in 0-2 of the past 10 years. 
Extirpated - not acceptably reported in the past 50 years. 
Extinct - no longer found alive anywhere in the world. 


The frequency of occurrence for any species that is acceptably reported in 3 or 
8 of the last 10 years is discussed by the committee and placed in a category felt 
most appropriate by the committee. 

With this report, the following changes are made to the “Official List of the 
Birds of Nebraska: 2009” (NOURC 2009). 


2015 Additions to the “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska”: 
There were no new Species added to the Nebraska “Official List” in 2015. 
The “Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” stands at 461 species. 


Changes Involving Nebraska Species Due to Taxonomic Revisions (AOU 2015): 

The Fifty-sixth supplement to the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-list 
of North American Birds (AOU 2015) has effected the following changes to the 
“Official List of the Birds of Nebraska” (www.noubirds.org). 


1. American Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea) becomes (Spizelloides 
arborea). 
The genus of this sparrow has changed, as genetic data show it to be not at 
all closely related to Spizella sparrows. Instead, it is related to a group 
containing Fox Sparrow, Zonotrichia sparrows, and juncos. 


2. New Sequence of the Nebraska Buteonine Hawks: 
Harris’s Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Broad-winged Hawk 
Swainson’s Hawk 
Zone-tailed Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
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2015 Changes in Firmness of Data: 


1. Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae) changed to Class [-Р. 


2015 Changes in Frequency of Occurrence: 


1. Calliope Hummingbird (Steilula calliope) changed to Regular. 

2. Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) changed to Regular. 
3. Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) changed to Regular. 

4. Smith’s Longspur (Calcarius pictus) changed to Regular. 

5. Cassin’s Finch (Haemorhous cassinii) changed to Regular. 

6. Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) changed to Regular. 


The NOURC no longer seeks documentation on the above “Regular” species. 


2015 Accepted Records: 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis) 
1. A group of 16 birds was photographed (Class I-P, via ТОТ) on a barn south 


of Holdrege, Phelps Co., 06 Мау 2015. Accession # 1712. 


Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, KS) was received of a male bird at Harlan 


County Reservoir, Harlan Co., 01 April 2015. Accession # 1706. 


Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 
The bird found in December 2014 at the Sutherland Reservoir Cooling Basin, 
Lincoln Co., continued to be documented into May 2015. 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, JR) of the single bird observed 02 January 


2. 


3. 


4. 


2015. Accession # 1692. 

A photograph (Class I-P, JGJ) of the bird taken 10 January 2015. 
Accession # 1693. 

A photograph (Class I-P, RS) of the bird taken 22 January 2015. 
Accession # 1696. 

A photograph (Class I-P, MAB) of the bird taken 15 March 2015. 
Accession # 1702. 

A photograph (Class I-P, BP) of the bird taken 30 January 2015. 
Accession # 1722. 

A photograph (Class I-P, SM) of the bird taken 02 January 2015. 
Accession # 1734. 


Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis) 
1. A description (Class ІП, WRS) was received of a bird observed at Peru 


Bottoms WMA, Nemaha Co., 27 September 2015. Accession # 
1745. 
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Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 
An adult nonbreeding bird first found (NA) at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 11 November 2015, was extensively documented. 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, NA) 11 November 2015. Accession # 1748. 
2. Video (Class I-P, JGJ) 12 November 2015. Accession # 1749. 
3. Photographs (Class I-P, MW) 11 & 14 November 2015. Accession # 
1750. 
4. Photograph (Class I-P, EMB) 14 November 2015. Accession # 1751. 
5. Photograph (Class I-P, MAB) 14 November 2015. Accession # 1752. 


Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla) 
1. A photograph (Class I-P, MW) was received of a single bird at Branched 
Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 21 August 2015. Accession # 1738. 


Mew Gull (Larus canus) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, JGJ) were received of an adult bird at the Alma 
Sewage Lagoon, Harlan Co., 15 February 2015. Accession # 1698. 


Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, KS) were received of a lst winter bird at Harlan 
County Reservoir, Harlan Co., 09 February 2015. Accession # 1697. 
2. A photograph (Class I-P, NA) was received of a Ist winter bird at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., 01 March 2015. Accession # 1700. 
3. Photographs (Class I-P, NA) were received of an adult bird at Branched 
Oak Lake, Lancaster Co., 18 March 2015. Accession # 1704. 


Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, JGJ) were received of a single bird at Marsh 
Duck WMA, York Co., 31 Мау 2015. Accession # 1724. 


American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) 
1. A video with audio received of birds observed in East Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co., 03 July 2015, was very suggestive but lacked quality for 
photographic approval; however, the record was approved (Class I-R, 
KDy) based on the audio - “drumming”. Accession # 1728. 


Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) 
1. A description (Class III, MAB) was received of an immature gray morph 
female observed in Boyd Co., 03 April 2015. Accession # 1708. 


Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class 1-Р, MW) at Gotte Park in 
Kimball, Kimball Co., 07 September 2015. Accession # 1742. 


Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, JL) were received of a bird netted/banded at 
Wildcat Hills SRA, Scotts Bluff Co., 04 September 2015. Accession # 
1743. 
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Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) 
1. A single bird was photographed (Class I-P, SM) in Scottsbiuff, Scotts 
Bluff Co., 14 February 2015. Accession # 1736. 


Smith’s Longspur (Calcarius pictus) 
1. A single bird, within a small group, was photographed (Class I-P, TJ via 
JGJ) at Father Hupp WMA, Thayer Co., 27 November 2015. Accession 
# 1753. 


Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora cyanoptera) 
1. A description (Class III, KG) was received of an adult male observed in 
Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., NE, 12 May 2015. Accession # 1715. 


Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae) 
1. A set of photographs (Class I-P, PD) received of a single bird at Oliver 
Reservoir, Kimball Co., 17 May 2015, represents the first photographic 
record of this species ш Nebraska. Accession # 1718. 


Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agilis) 
1. A recording (Class I-R, JR) was received of a calling bird found in 
Douglas Co., 21 May 2015. Accession # 1719. 


Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) 
An adult bird found 05 December 2015 in the yard of the initial observer (MAB), 
Creighton, Knox County, was extensively documented. 
1. Photographs (Class I-P, МАВ) 05 December 2015. Accession # 1756. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, PR) 05 December 2015. Accession # 1757. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, SM) 06 December 2015. Accession # 1758. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, EMB) 06 December 2015. Accession # 1759. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, RD) 08 December 2015. Accession # 1760. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, WF) 09 December 2015. Accession # 1761. 
. Video (Class 1-P, JR) 10 December 2015. Accession # 1762. 
. Photographs (Class I-P, BP) 12 December 2015. Accession # 1763. 
. Photograph (Class I-P, SN) 21 December 2015. Accession # 1766. 


Oo DÉI д С^ tA 4 UC b 


Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) 
The well-documented Lincoln Co. bird discovered in December 2014 continued 
into January. 
I. The female bird was last photographed (Class I-P, SM) at a feeder 
southeast of North Platte, Lincoln Co., 02 January 2015. Accession # 
1691. 


Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) 
1. A female bird was photographed (Class I-P, NA) at Scotts Bluff National 
Monument, Scotts Bluff Co., 19 January 2015. Accession # 1695. 
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Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) 
A female bird initially found (BH via MW) at Forest Lawn Cemetery, Douglas Co., 
19 December was well documented. 
1. Photograph and video (Class І-Р, JR) 20 December 2015. Accession # 
1764. 
2. A photograph and description (Class I-P, BP) 20 December 2015. 
Accession # 1765. 
3. А series of photographs (Class LP MW) 24 December 2015. 
Accession # 1768. 


Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) 

1. Photographs (1-Р, MW) were received of several birds found at the Lake 
Ogallala North Campground area, Keith Co., 30 April 2015. Accession 
# 1710. 

2. Photographs (I-P, GB & JB) were received of а single female bird 
coming to a feeder on the south side of Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 
05 April 2015. Accession # 1711. 

3. Photographs (Class I-P, SM) were received of multiple birds at a feeder 
in Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff Co., 14 February 2015. Accession # 1735. 


Unaccepted Records: 


Records in the following categories are considered unaccepted (NOURC 
2010): 


IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt. 
У - a record with insufficient evidence to support the identification claimed. 
VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken identification. 


Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement noting the 
species, class, date, location, and reasons for the committee's non-acceptance of the 
record. 


Unaccepted Records (Received in 2015): 


Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) 

1. An adult Mute Swan was photographed at Carter Lake, Douglas Co., 19 
December 2015. Several committee members questioned the 
provenance of this bird due to the urban setting in which it was found. 
Class VI - Accession # 1769. 


Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis) 
1. A photograph was received of a carcass found in mid-town Omaha, 
Douglas Co., [2 October 2015. The condition of the bird left some 
question as to species identity. Class IV - Accession # 1746. 
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Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis) 

1. A written description was received of a bird observed at Pioneers Park, 
Lancaster Co., 11 May 2015. Although very suggestive, the description 
lacked details to convince several committee members. Class IV — 
Accession # 1714. 

2. Documentation was received of a bird heard at Peru Bottoms WMA, 
Nemaha Co., 27 September 2015. Most committee members felt that 
heard only birds do not represent a Class III “diagnostic documentation” 
rating. Class [У - Accession # 1744. 


Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) 

1. Photographs were received of a Kumlien’s-type bird at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 10 January 2015. Although very suggestive of the species, 
several committee members and outside experts believed the 
photographs provided were lacking in detail to rule out Thayer’s Gull 
(Larus thayeri). Class ТУ - Accession # 1694. 

2. A 2nd-cycle bird was photographed at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster 
Co., 17 March 2015. Although very suggestive for Iceland Gull 
(Kumlien’s), several committee members believed the photographs 
provided were lacking in detail to rule out Thayer’s Gull. Class IV - 
Accession # 1703. 

3. Another 2nd-cycle bird was photographed at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., 19 March 2015. Although very suggestive for Iceland 
Gull, several committee members believed the two photographs 
provided were lacking in detail for stand-alone evidence; ruling out 
Thayer’s Gull. Class IV - Accession # 1705. 


Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) 
1. А written description was received of a bird observed at Sherman 
Reservoir, 
Sherman Co., 08 March 2015. Although suggestive, the description was 
lacking for approval. Class IV - Accession # 1701. 


Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 
1. Photographs received of a single bird at Marsh Duck WMA, York Co., 
31 Мау 2015, were lacking in detail for approval. Class [У — Accession 
# 1725. 


Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) 
1. A written description was received of a bird observed at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith Co., 19 July 2015. Although suggestive, the description also 
included aspects of behavior: the bird was observed plunge-diving. 
Black Skimmers are not known to plunge-dive. Class VI - Accession # 
1732. 
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Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) 
1. Photographs and video of bird at a feeder in Omaha, Douglas Co., 21 
August 2015,were sent to an expert in hummingbird identification. 
Although very suggestive, the expert could not definitively confirm to 
species. Class V - Accession # 1737. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) 

1. Photographs were received of a bird observed at Walnut Grove Park, 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 22 May 2015. The photographs associated with 
this bird were not sufficient as stand alone evidence. Class IV - 
Accession # 1720. 

2. Photographs were received of a bird at Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, 
Douglas Co., 23 May 2015. Although very suggestive of the species, 
several committee members believed the photographs submitted were 
lacking in detail for stand-alone approval. Class IV - Accession # 1721. 

3. A bird photographed, videotaped, and described was found in mid-town 
Omaha, Douglas Co., 22 October 2015. Although most likely correct, 
photographic evidence lacked in quality and the written description was 
not conclusive. Class IV - Accession # 1747. 


Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) 

1. A photograph was received of a single bird observed in Sowbelly 
Canyon, Sioux Co., 06 September 2015. Several committee members 
believed the photographs submitted were lacking in detail. Class V - 
Accession # 1741. 


Couch's Kingbird (Tyrannus couchii) 

1. Three separate written descriptions were received of a single calling bird 
observed at Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co., 15 May 2015. Although 
extremely suggestive of the species, the documentation provided lacked 
substantive evidence for a first state record of Couch's Kingbird for 
Nebraska. Class VI - Accession #’s 1713, 1716, 1723. 

2. A photograph of a bird observed in Douglas Co., 25 July 2015, lacked 
details for approval. Class VI - Accession # 1733. 


Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
1. A description was received of a bird observed in North Platte, Lincoln 
Co., 22 December 2015 was suggestive of a raven species; however, 
vocalization was not noted. Class VI - Accession # 1770. 
2. An additional description of a bird in North Platte, Lincoln Co., 23 
December 2015, lacked sufficient details for approval. Class VI - 
Accession & 1771. 


Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva) 
1. A description was received of a bird observed at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster Co., 25 August 2015. Although suggestive, the description 
was lacking in details for approval. Class IV - Accession # 1739. 
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Blue Bunting (Cyanocompsa parellina) 
1. A description was received of a bird observed in Nebraska City, Otoe 
Co., 22 January 2015. The documentation provided lacked substantive 
evidence for a first state record of Blue Bunting for Nebraska. Class VI - 
Accession # 1699. 


Non-Review List Records Submitted in 2015, Filed Without Votes: 


The following records are those of species not on the NOURC Review List 
but which have been accessioned due to other circumstances (out-of range, non- 
normal date of occurrence, unusual nesting record, etc.). These records have been 
filed without NOURC votes. 


Barrow’s Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) 
1. A video (JGJ) of an eastward female bird at Olive Creek Reservoir, 
Lancaster Co., 29 November 2015 was filed. Accession # 1754. 


Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) 
1. The first nesting record for this species in the Rainwater Basin of 
Nebraska was photographically documented (JGJ) in Clay Co., 18 July 
2015. Accession # 1731. 


Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) 
1. The first nesting record for this species in Nebraska was photographically 
documented (JGJ) in Clay Co., 07 July 2015. Accession # 1730. 


Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) 
1. A series of photographs (TL) of a single bird observed at Conestoga Lake 
SRA, Lancaster Co., 19 December 2015, was filed. Accession # 1767. 


Calliope Hummingbird {Stellula calliope) 

1. Photos (CT via MAB) of an individual taken 18 May, 2015 in Knox Co., 
Creighton, NE were filed. This is not only a very eastern location for the 
species, but one of only four records for spring (WRS). Accession £ 
1740. 


Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 
1. Photographs (JGJ) were received of an extremely late young male 
visiting a feeder in Lushton, York Co., 02 December 2015. The bird was 
last observed 10 December. Accession # 1755. 


Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) 
1. A photograph (BJ via TJW) of a single adult bird two miles west of 
Prairie Trace Rd on the north side of the North Platte River, Lincoln 
Co., 26 Мау 2015 was filed. Accession # 1726. 
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Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) 
1. Photographs (MAB) of an eastward bird found during the spring NOU 
meeting in Valentine, Cherry Co., 17 May 2015, were filed. Accession 
#1717. 


Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina) 
1. A recording (TJW) of a singing male at Halsey National Forest, Thomas 
Co., 16 June 2015, was filed. Accession # 1727. 
2. A photograph (TH) of the above bird 04 July 2015 was filed. Accession 
& 1729. 


Cassin’s Finch (Haemorhous cassinii) 
1. A photograph (GB & JB) of an adult male at a feeder on the south side 
of Lake McConaughy, Keith Co., 05 April 2015 was filed. Accession # 
1709. 


Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) 
1. A photograph (GB & JB) of a single male bird on the south side of Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co., 01 April 2015, was filed. Accession # 1707. 


Corrections to the 2014 (26th) report of the NOU Records Committee. NBR 
83(3):125-138. 


Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) - Accession # 1668. 
1. Photographs (JTr) of a bird at Lake MeConaughy, Keith Co., were taken 
31 August 2014 (not as cited: 04 September 2014). 


Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) - Accession # 1684. 
1. A female bird was initially observed and photographed (LD) southeast of 
North Platte, Lincoln Co., 14 December 2014 (not as cited: 14 February 
2014). 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, August-November 2016 


Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 
P.O. Box 57, Tabor, IA 51653 
silcock@rosssilcock.com 


INTRODUCTION 


As usual, there was quite a bit to chew over in the Fall Seasonal Report, 
although it was generally a pretty uneventful season, especially among waterfowl 
and shorebirds. The mild fall allowed some good counts to occur, such as the 20+ 
Surf Scoters, 465 meadowlarks in Garfield Co, and at least 11 White-winged Doves. 

First State Records are hard to come by; amazing was an Anna’s Hummingbird 
that showed up in the Manning Family’s central Omaha yard. How many pass 
through the yards of non-birders undetected? Always a mind-boggling thought. A 
3rd state record Costa’s Hummingbird came to light from photos taken in 2010 
through a chance conversation with an experienced birder. Almost as exciting was 
the 5th state record Canyon Wren which settled at a remote central Sandhills Ranch 
that required a 3.5 mile sand road trek in. Several happy birders made the trip 
without mishap, however, enjoying the fine hospitality of Mary Sue Shoemaker. And 
even more: the state’s 9th Curve-billed Thrasher was photographed at Chadron State 
Park near the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies’ banding station. Other less exciting 
but possibly more significant discoveries were a pair of Lewis’s Woodpeckers as far 
east as Keya Paha Co, a 6th fall record of Hooded Warbler, and a first Panhandle 
record of Blue-winged Warbler, also at the Bird Conservancy of the Rockies’ 
banding station. Notable rare warblers were a Black-throated Blue and a Pine, both 
in Omaha. 

Other good counts were the 27+ Sabine’s Gulls reported, with 6 in a day at 
each of 3 locations, 31 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds on a single day in a Lancaster 
Co yard, reminding me of hummer feeders I’ve seen in the west, and 11 Canada 
Warblers that passed through the east. At the other end of that. spectrum were 
virtually no Pine Siskins, there being only two reports between June and late Nov, 
and the absence of Red Crossbills away from the Pine Ridge, where they remained in 
good numbers. 

Of concern 15 the continuing scarcity of Black-billed Cuckoos, the absence of 
Black-billed Magpies this fall east of Harlan Co, and the current low ebb of Gray 
Partridge populations in the north and east. 

We all know how difficult it is to bird unfamiliar locations that have different 
species from those we are used to. Regarding use of eBird sightings, there are 
numerous reports from eBirders unfamiliar with Nebraska that are close to early or 
late record dates or at edges of distribution ranges, and a few that are pretty 
obviously incorrect. The latter are usually flagged by eBird’s filter system and dealt 
with by reviewer Sam Manning. I carefully scrutinize eBird records, using as a 
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guideline whether a given report fits currently-understood spatial and temporal 
distributions. If not, the report is usually ignored, but sometimes the observer is 
contacted, although most such reports have already been invalidated by Sam by the 
time I get to them. Along these lines, a group of us is working on updating the 
Nebraska eBird filters; this project should be well underway early in the New Year 
and will hopefully reduce Sam’s workload. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


ad: adult 

BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co 

CBL: Capitol Beach L, Lincoln 

Cem: Cemetery 

Co(s): County(ies) 

CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co 

CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co 

EEDs: expected early dates 

ELDs: expected late dates 

fem: female 

FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co 

GPD: Gavins Point Dam area, Cedar/Knox Cos 

HCR: Harlan Co Res SRA, Harlan Co 

ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, Richardson/Nemaha Cos 

imm: immature 

Jack Sinn: Jack Sinn Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos; 

juv: juvenile 

L: Lake 

LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co 

LNB: Lakes North and Babcock, Platte Co 

LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co 

LSFM: Little Salt Fork Marsh, Lincoln 

LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln 

m. ob.: many observers 

NC: Nature Center 

NM: National Monument 

NWR: National Wildlife Refuge 

NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee 

Oliver Res: SRA, Kimball Co 

Res: Reservoir 

PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co 

RA: Recreation Area | 

RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore, 
and Thayer Cos 

Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central and northwest Nebraska 

SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co 
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SHP: State Historical Park 

SL: Sewage Lagoon(s) 

SP: State Park 

SRA: State Recreation Area 

VNWR: Valentine NWR, Cherry Co 
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area 
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln 

WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area 


OBSERVERS 


ABr: Aaron Brees, Des Moines, [А 
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AJo: Adam Jones, eBird 

AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 

ARy: А] Reyer, Bellevue 

ASh: Aaron Shipe, eBird 

AVe: Alan Versaw, eBird 

BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City 
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha 

BRo: Brett Roberg, eBird 

BSt: Barbara Straus, Lincoln 

CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird 

CCr: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont 
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue 
CTa: Christopher Takacs, eBird 
DC: Doug Chapman, eBird 

DDo: David Dowell, eBird 

DEI: Denise Elmer, eBird 

DH: David Heidt, NorfoIk 

DL: Dan Leger, Lincoln 

DMe: David Mehlman, eBird 

DSt: Dave Stage, Elkhorn 

EA: Edward Allen, Lincoln 

EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 

EBe: Eric Bents, eBird 

EKa: Eddie Kasper, eBird 

ERa: Edward Raynor, Lincoln 
FKo: Florinus Kooyman, eBird 
G&DG: Greg and Deborah Grove, eBird 
СКІ: Gail King, eBird 

GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 

GWa: Glenn Walbeck, eBird 
J&GB: Jay & Ginger Belsan, Ogallala 
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JCu: Jim Cunningham, eBird 
JED: James E. Ducey, Valentine 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHa: James Haver, eBird 

JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 

JLe: Josh LeFever, eBird 

JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 

JRy: Jennifer Rycenga, eBird 

JTh: Jason Thiele, eBird 

KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KJM: Kelly J. McKay, eBird 

K Ka: Karen Kader, Omaha 

KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue 
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 

LO: Linda Ollinger, Wilsonville 
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
LYo: Lowell Young, eBird 
M&CVB: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln 
МАУ: Mele Avery, eBird 

MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MBe: Michael Beck, eBird 

MH: Mace Hack, Omaha 

MHe: Melanie Herring, eBird 
MKe: Mary Keithler, eBird 

MRo: Margaret Rohde, eBird 
MSh: Май Shurtliff, Omaha 
MSS: Mary Sue Shoemaker, North Platte 
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
NDr: Nancy Drilling, eBird 

NKo: Nina Koch, eBird 

NMo: Nick Moore, eBird 

NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 

PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 

PPe: Patrick Peters, eBird 

PR: Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA 
R&SW: Ron & Susan Whitney, Lincoln 
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RGo: Ronald Goddard, eBird 

RH: Robin Harding, Minden 

RKr: Ron Kruse, Grand Island 
RMa: Robert Manning, Omaha 
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha 

RSa: Rick Sammons, Kearney 
RSt: Ruthie Stearns, Lincoln 

RW: Rick Wright, Bloomfield, NJ 
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SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln 

SLu: Scott Luedtke, eBird 

SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha 
SMi: Sam Miller, eBird 

SMI: Steve Mlodinow, eBird 
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City 
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln 
SW: Scott Wessel, eBird 

TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln 
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TJW: T. J. Walker, Brady 

TLa: Tom Laeser, eBird 

TSh: Tyrone Shaw, eBird 

TTh: Tom Thomson, eBird 
WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird 
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WHo: Weldon Hoppe, Colon 
WKa: William Kaempfer, eBird 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: None were reported of this rare casual summer and 
fall visitor. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: One at Oliver Res 5 Sep (MW, ERa, JR) was a 
summer rarity that far west; another was with Canada Geese in Dodge Co 9 
Aug and 15 Sep (CCr, photo). 

Snow Goose: Few had arrived by the end of the period; best count was only 150, in 
western Douglas Co 19 Nov (JR). 

Ross's Goose: Despite the low numbers of Snow Geese, numbers of Ross's Geese 
were relatively good, at around 10% of the Snow Goose maximum; the best 
count was the 17 in Keith Co 18 Nov (EKa). Peak fall counts of Ross's and 
Snow Geese suggest a ratio of 5%. 

Cackling Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide migrant. 

Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide migrant and 
resident. 

Mute Swan: The two reports were of single ads, probably the same bird: on 9-10 
Oct at Waterford L in area of 150th and Ida (JCu), and 13 Oct 7.5 miles south 
at Zorinsky L, Omaha, (MHe, photo). 

Trumpeter Swan: The southernmost known breeding location, near Ravenna, 
hosted the ad pair and a juv 11 Sep (LR, RH), breeding has occurred here since 
2009. 

Tundra Swan: The only report of this rare migrant was of two at DeSoto NWR, 
Washington Co, 27 Nov (BP photos). 

Egyptian Goose: Two were reported, one in Hamilton Co in early summer (JGJ) 
and one near Garrison, Butler Co, 6 Aug (MB). Also, an older record surfaced 
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of one at BOL 11 Oct 2014 (MW, photo). There are now 8 reports of free- 
flying birds, but no clear pattern of occurrence 1$ evident (yet). There are 
growing populations in parts of North America, notably Florida, where it is on 
the state list. Current status can be checked at http://blog.aba.org/2014/08/aba- 
checklist-committee-adds-egyptian-goose-to-aba-checklist.html (fide JG). 

Wood Duck: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Gadwall: Reports on 2 Aug in Seward Co (CNK) and on 7 Aug in Cuming Co 
(СМК), Ш not local breeders, may have been of molt migrants, which can 
appear Jul-Aug. 

American Wigeon: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide fall migrant. 

American Black Duck: There were no reports of this rare eastern fall migrant. 

Mallard: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Blue-winged Teal: No details were provided for one reported at Sutherland Res, 
Lincoln Co, 20 Nov; ELDs are 15-19 Nov. 

Cinnamon Teal: None were reported of this rare fall Panhandle migrant. 

Northern Shoveler: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
fall migrant. 

Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Canvasback: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide fall 
migrant. 

Redhead: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Greater Scaup: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Lesser Scaup: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide fall 
migrant. 

Surf Scoter: There were 20- reports from 6 locations 9 Oct-26 Nov, involving a 
total of at least 16 individuals, a good showing for this species; there were 25+ 
reported during fall 2013. Best count was 5, at CBL 10 Oct (LE), and LO 25 
Nov (BP, photo). High counts are 6-9; EEDs are 4-7 Oct. 

White-winged Scoter: At least 7 individuals were reported from 4 locations 11-28 
Nov, a typical fall for this species. 

Black Scoter: Generaily the rarest of the scoters in Nebraska, there were reports of 
three individuals: one was in the GPD area 12-14 Nov (BFH, JJ), a fem/imm 
was at Bennington L, Douglas Co, 19-20 Nov (JR, AG, MW photo, SMa 
photo), and a fem/imm was at CBL 21-26 Nov (LE, JGJ, m. ob.). 

Long-tailed Duck: There were two reports of this rare-but-annual fall migrant: two 
ad fems were at Alma SL 26 Nov (LR, RH), and 4, including at least one ad 
male, were at BOL 27 Nov (SKr, photo). 

Bufflehead: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide fall 
migrant. 
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Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant 
statewide fall migrant. | 

Barrow’s Goldeneye: There were no reports of this rare but usually annual winter 
visitor to the North Platte River Valley. 

Hooded Merganser: The 46 at BOL 17 Nov (LE) was a good count, although highs 
are 89-321. А му in Dodge Co 4 Aug (CCr photo) was probably the same bird 
as an apparently-injured fem that summered there and was photographed as its 
crest grew, becoming obvious by 5 Oct (RSa photo); whether it hatched locally 
is unknown. Fall migrants generally arrive in early Oct. 

Common Merganser: EEDs are 4-7 Oct, and so early were one at GPD 7 Sep (RD), 
two at Calamus Res, Loup Co, 17 Sep (LR, RH), and two at LO 19 Sep (767). 
These are probably molt migrants; there is usually a small group that appears in 
late summer each year at LO. No large numbers were reported by the end of 
the period. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ruddy Duck: Seven, including males in breeding plumage, were in Cuming Co 7 
Aug (CNK); males begin to depart breeding locations in early Aug, and so 
these birds may not have been breeding locally. 

Northern Bobwhite: A report of 2 at CLNWR 9 Aug (SMi) continues reports there 
since 1996 of up to 12 birds; reports away from the North Platte River Valley in 
the Panhandle are rare. 

Gray Partridge: The only report of this cyclical, currently rare, species was of two 
that flew across the road 26 Sep in extreme southwestern Cedar Co (MB). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally 

common, statewide resident. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this fairly common northern and 
western resident. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports were routine of this generally uncommon, locally 
common, resident away from the Panhandle. 

Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 

Pied-billed Grebe: The 155 at BOL 13 Sep (LE) looks like a good count, but highs 
are 475-860. 

Horned Grebe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Red-necked Grebe: There were two breeding-plumaged birds at LO 10-27 May, 
then sightings only of singles through 3 Sep, when two breeding-plumage birds 
were again reported (MW, ERa, JR), but then sightings again only of a single 
bird through 17 Oct when it was molting (JGJ, ERa). No evidence was 
reported for courtship or nesting; these birds may have been migrants or pre- 
breeding imms, and indeed may not have been the same birds present through 
summer. 

Eared Grebe: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central and west, 
fairly common east. 
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Western Grebe: No high counts were received from LM; peak counts there are in 
the 35,000+ range by late Sep. The only large count was the 2300 at 
Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 16 Oct (SMI, NMo, DDo). 

Clark’s Grebe: Only the 7th fall record for the east, and rather late, was one at BOL 
28 Nov (LE, SKr, details). The 7 records for fall are 11 Oct-6 Dec. 

Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

White-winged Dove: The multiple reports of 11 birds at 6 locations were typical of 
the last few fall periods. Suggestive of breeding but not proved was the group 
of 5 present at Wilsonville all summer and into the fall period (LO), and a very 
fresh juv was photographed at Beatrice 25 Aug (DEI). There are only 6 
reported nestings, and only 3 known to have successful outcomes. 

Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common migrant east and 
central uncommon west. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: There were only 4 reports of this declining species: singles 
were in Lancaster Co 7 Sep (LE), Richardson Co 11 Aug (MBe), Pawnee Со 
28 Aug (JJ), and Jefferson Co 27 Aug (JJ). 

Common Nighthawk: One feeding with Franklin’s Gulls over Sutherland Res 16 
Oct (SMI, DDo, NMo) was rather late; ELDs are 20-24 Oct. Good numbers 
were seen over Bellevue 30 Aug; 1000 were estimated by one observer (CNK) 
and 500, but “possibly several thousand” by another (EB). 

Common Poorwill: There were several reports from CSP through 4 Oct (JLe), 
rather late; ELDs are 6-9 Oct. Another near Valentine, Cherry Co, 14 Sep 
(JED) was tardy there. A small nightjar lacking a wing stripe seen before dawn 
in Lincoln 12 Aug may have been a Poorwill (TEL). There are breeding 
records for Jefferson Co and one for Lancaster Co. 

Whip-poor-will: Fall reports are rare as this species is generally silent then; the only 
reports were of two in southwest Lincoln 13 Aug (fide TEL) and one at PSP 30 
Aug (JGJ). ELDs are 20-24 Sep. 

Chimney Swift: Three over Bellevue 17 Oct (ARy) were rather late; 70 were 
counted over Omaha 16 Oct (JR). ELDs in the south and east are 24-27 Oct. A 
good number for the date and location were the 60 using a chimney roost in 
Brady, Lincoln Co, 23 Sep (TJW); farther west, in the Panhandle, ELDs are 29 
Sep (three times). 

White-throated Swift: One in Scotts Bluff Co 21 Sep (AK) was rather late; ELDs 
are 29 Sep-3 Oct. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Two of the latest 6 fall sightings on record were 
this fall: one was at an Omaha feeder 17 Oct, latest ever there (SMa), and 
another stopped briefly at a Nebraska City oriole feeder 12 Oct (SQ). The only 
later dates are four during 4-23 Oct. Best count was the 31, an all-time high, in 
a Lincoln yard set up with multiple video and still cameras that allow 
continuous documentation and identification of individual birds 6 Sep 
(R&SW); previous highs were 15-25. Westerly reports are increasing; an imm 
male was netted at CSP 3 Sep (JLe), and singles were seen at Valentine 31 
Aug-11 Sep (JED). 
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Black-chinned Humminghird: Although none were confirmed this fall. two birds 
in à well-known hummer yard in Scotts Bluff Co 12 Aug were thought to be 
this species, but photos were nor obtained (KD, details) An equivocal bird at 
Rowe Sanctuary was determined by Sheri Williamson to be a Ruby-throated 
based en primary feather lengths (КУ), 

Annu's Hummingbird: A First record for Nebraska appeared іп ап Omaha ward 19 


Nov and remained throagch 9 Dec (SMa, ЕМа, m. obj. Із fall, Аппа 5 are 


dillicull to age, but Sheri Williamson thought it was a “possible sub-aduli 
This was an overdue first state recor, there are 19 records ba 
Kansas, South Dakota, and bowa inthe ретик) Aug-Jan. 


female”. 


ль Ч 


2 даи | 
1 NOR pen 
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This prohable suh-ndulr female Amna's Hamm mp herd, Nehrnskn s first, attended the Man ning 


Гатау 5 maha Feeders ЇЧ Мау-9 Dec 2IH&, bere photographed by Sam Manning 19 Nos 
2016. 
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Costa’s Hummingbird: Photographs documented an older, previously unknown 
record of one that appeared at the Gretna feeder of Ray Zeilinger 16 Sep 2010 
and remained through the second week of Oct (DSt), presumably to complete 
the molt of the heavy flight feathers shown in the picture below. 


This Costa’s Hummingbird, Nebraska’s third, was photographed by Ray Zeilinger at his 
Gretna, Sarpy Co, feeder 16 Sep 2010; it remained through the second week of Oct. 


Broad-tailed Hummingbird: A fem in the DeLara yard in Scotts Bluff Co, 28-30 
Aug (KD) was the only one reported at an expected location. One returned to a 
Lincoln, Lancaster Co, yard 15-25 Aug; it had been there 27-29 Jul (JGJ). It is 
about the 16th record of this species in the east. An equivocal hummer at the 
Belsan feeder at LM 11 Aug that may have been a hybrid Broad-tailed x Ruby- 
throated was thought by Sheri Williamson to be most likely a Broad-tailed 
(J&GB). 

Rufous Hummingbird: Oddly, only one was reported, that in the DeLara yard in 
Scotts Bluff Co 3 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 

Calliope Hummingbird: The only report, finishing out a slow fall for regularly- 
occurring Selasphorus hummers, was of one in the DeLara yard 24-26 Aug 
(KD). 

King Rail: The only report was of one heard in Nance Со 7 Aug (МВ); this species 
is less than annual in summer. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, uncommon 
east and west. 

Sora: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 
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Common Gallinule: The only report of this rare, less-than-annual, summer visitor 
was of two birds at La Platte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 13 Aug; the red bills with 
yellow tips were seen (MSh). 

American Coot: The 3500 on a pond in western Sarpy Co 23 Oct (DSt) is 
impressive, although high fall counts are 6315-17,359. 

Sandhill Crane: A pair with two colts in northem Brown Co 20 Aug (SW) was at a 
new breeding location. There have been several confirmed breeding records 
for the state, but few consistent locations since the first modern breeding 
occurred in 1999 in the RWB. Best count of migrants was the 1400 over 
Valentine 21 Oct (JED); the only report from the east was of 80 rather late over 
Saunders Co 29 Nov (WHo); ELDs are 1-4 Dec. 

Whooping Crane: Reports of this species are often not publicized due to its federal 
endangered status. Apparently most over-flew Nebraska this fall to rest in 
central Kansas (fide JGJ). There were four officially-confirmed Nebraska 
records involving 28 birds 4-14 Nov, best count the 16 (14 ads, 2 juvs) in 
Dawson Co 12 Nov (fide JGJ). The only higher fall count is 30-35 at Valentine 
NWR, Cherry Co, in 2007. 

Black-necked Stilt: Second-latest on record were the 3 between Ellsworth and 
Gordon, Sheridan Co, 2 Oct (G&DG, details). An apparent family group of 5-6 
was in Dawson Co 26 Aug (BRo fide JGJ); this is a rather late date also, as 
ELDs are 26-27 Aug. 

American Avocet: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and 
central, uncommon east. 

Black-bellied Plover: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide fall migrant. 

American Golden-Plover: A good tally for a rather late date was the 163 near 
Tamora, Seward Co, 27 Oct (JGJ); late Oct counts are mostly juvs; ads are 
scarce in the interior in fall. 

Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Piping Plover: Reports were routine of this rare (away from breeding areas) fall 
migrant east and central rare casual west. 

Killdeer: The 800 at Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, 1 Aug (LE) was third-highest fall 
tally on record behind 992 and 1000. 

Mountain Plover: There were no reports of this uncommon fall migrant in the 
southwest Panhandle; ELDs are 15-27 Sep. 

Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Long-billed Curlew: There were no reports of this fairly common fall migrant 
central and west, rare casual east. ELDs are 15-19 Sep. 

Marbled Godwit: There were no reports of this rare fall migrant west, rare casual 
elsewhere. ELDs are 7-24 Oct. 

Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central, fairly 
common east and west. 

Sanderling: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Dunlin: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 
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Baird’s Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Rare westward, 4 were at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 
25 Aug (JGJ). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant central and 
east, uncommon west. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant 
central and east, uncommon west. 

Western Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: The only reports were of singles in Dakota Co 6 Aug (PR) 
and 13 Aug in Saunders Co (JGJ). Most fall sightings are of juvs. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Rather late were 4 in Seward Co 9 Nov (JGJ) and 6 in 
Butler Co 11 Nov (LE); ELDs are 13-19 Nov. 

Wilson’s Snipe: Migrants appear in mid-Aug, usually in small flocks, behavior 
unexpected for loca! breeders; five flew over LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 14 
Aug (JR, TG). The flock of 67 at Todd Valley Wetlands, Saunders Co, 4 Nov 
(JGJ) was 4th-highest on record in fall; high counts аге 72-200. 

American Woodcock: Only the 3rd Panhandle record was of one along the White 
River in Sioux Со 13 Oct (SLu fide JGJ). One in Loup Co 1 Oct (NR) was 
westerly. 

Spotted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Solitary Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Greater Yellowlegs: ELDs are 17-18 Nov, and so noteworthy were two at Todd 
Valley Wetlands, Saunders Co, 17 Nov (JGJ), and 2-5 at Tamora WPA, Seward 
Co, 10-11 Nov (TG, LE). The 46 in Butler Со 4 Nov (ТОЛ was a good count; 
high fall counts are 56-63. 

Willet: This species is rare in the east in fall; there are only 22 reports in the east 
overall after 31 Aug. The 3 reports this fall were of singles: 5 Aug (LE) and 5 
Sep (SKr) at BOL, and 3 Aug at SCP (TG). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: One at Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 11 Nov (LE) was rather late; 
ELDs are 16-19 Nov. 

Wilson's Phalarope: The 12 birds in basic plumage at Todd Valley Wetlands, 
Saunders Co, 28 Oct (SQ) were latest on record by 6 days; previous ELDs were 
20-22 Oct. 

Red-necked Phalarope: ELDs are 13-14 Oct; one at LO 16 Oct (ERa) was 3rd- 
latest on record for fall, later dates 24 and 31 Oct. 

Red Phalarope: The 17th for fall in Nebraska was a single at BOL 22-27 Sep (MB, 
LE). The 17 records are 1 Aug-24 Nov. 

Sabine's Gull: This species showed well this fall, with at least 27 individuals 
reported 17 Sep-16 Oct statewide; best count was 6, at LNB 19 Sep (NR), at 
BOL 27 Sep (LE), and at GPD 26 Sep (MB). As expected, all birds with ages 
reported were juvs. Expected date range for the species is 2 Sep-21 Oct. 
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Bonaparte’s Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Laughing Guil: Nebraska's 24th overall was a juv at BOL 1 Aug (LE). This species 
is a less-than-annual summer visitor to Nebraska. 

Franklin’s Gull: Huge numbers occur in fall; best estimate was 34,000 at 
Sutherland Res 16 Oct (SMI, DDo, NMo). High counts for fall are 84,000- 
300,000. 

Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

California Gull: Reports away from LM, where regular in fall, were an ad and a 
2nd-year at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 16 Oct (SMI, NMo, DDo), and 2 ads 
at Maloney Res SRA, Lincoln Co, 28 Nov (ТАУ), 

Herring Gull: Rather early were two at LM 16 Sep (JGJ); EEDs are 13-16 Sep, 
almost all of which are imms until mid-Oct when ads arrive. 

Thayer's Gull: A first winter bird at GPD 12-26 Nov (BFH, DC, NDr, RD) was the 
only report. EEDs are 1 Nov (three times). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall 
migrant. 

Glaucous Gull: None were reported of this uncommon statewide fall migrant; EEDs 
are 14-16 Nov. 

Great Black-backed Gull: One at GPD 15-24 Nov (DC, MB) was the 16th fall 
record; there are about 37 records in all for Nebraska, although occurrence is 
less-than-annual. 

Least Tern: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east and 
central, rare west. 

Caspian Tern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Common Tern: One at Swanson Res, Hitchcock Co, 16 Oct (SMI, DDo, NMo, 
details) was rather late; previous ELDs were 14-17 Oct. 

Forster's Tern: The 120 at BOL 6 Aug (MW) was a good count; previous highs 
were 106-369. 

Red-throated Loon: One was at GPD 11-14 Nov (RD, BFH, JJ) the 21st 
documented fall record of this less-than-annual migrant. 

Pacific Loon: There were two reports of this regular but rare fall migrant: one at 
GPD 24 Nov (MB) and two at BOL 28 Nov (LE). 

Common Loon: The summering bird at Verdon L SRA, Richardson Co was 
reported through 26 Aug (SQ); reports in the east in summer are less than 
annual. Imms are expected in summer in the western half of the state, however; 
one was at Enders Res SRA, Chase Co, 29 Aug (WF). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Large numbers stage at Calamus Res SRA, 
Loup/Garfield Cos; estimates on 2 Oct were of 5000 (ERa) and 4000 from a 
boat (TJW), and an actual count the same day was of 3351 (KJM). High count 
on record for the reservoir is 7500, and high for the state 12,000 at HCR. 

American White Pelican: The 3000 estimated at Calamus Res SRA, Loup/Garfield 
Cos, 2 Oct (ERa) tied the record high for the second time. The three estimates 
of 3000 occurred 8 Sep-8 Oct. 

American Bittern: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 
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Least Bittern: There were no reports of this uncommon fall migrant in the east; 
ELDs are 23 Sep (three times). 

Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Great Egret: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, rare 
west. 

Snowy Egret: One at Oak Park L, Lincoln, Lancaster Co, 15-22 Oct (MW, BSt, m. 
ob.) was rather late; ELDs are 22-25 Oct. 

Cattle Egret: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, fall migrant 
east and central, rare west. 

Green Heron: Somewhat northwesterly was one northwest of Merritt Res SRA, 
Cherry Co, 6 Aug (JTh). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
statewide fall migrant. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: This species occurs annually but rarely through 
Aug, but none were reported this Aug or later. 

White-faced Ibis: There were numerous reports after the previous ELDs of 15-20 
Oct; there are now sufficient reports from this and previous falls to re-establish 
the ELDs as 11-13 Nov. Tardy birds this fall were one near Colon, Saunders 
Co, 4 and 11 Nov (RSa, JGJ); 11 were there 28-29 Oct (SQ, ERa, MW). 
Fifteen dark ibis, reported as Plegadis sp., were at Tamora WPA, Seward Co, 
27 Oct (JGJ). 

Turkey Vulture: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Osprey: Two of the three nests that fledged young last year in Scotts Bluff Co 
fledged two juvs each this year (KD); a nest attempt near Mitchell was 
unsuccessful, as it was last year (KD). One appeared rather early in Sarpy Co 8 
Aug (L&BP); EEDs away from breeding locations were 12-13 Aug, but this 
report and others prior to this fall re-establish EEDs as 8-9 Aug. One at 
Holmes L, Lincoln, 29 Nov was photographed (SKr); it is the 4th-latest record 
with details, latest with photo documentation. The three later records are 4, 11, 
and 19 Dec. 

Mississippi Kite: Intriguing reports of only sub-ads present all summer in Omaha 
were followed by a report of a juv with an ad in the same area 29 Aug; no nest 
has been found in that area yet (RS). At this date, however, these may have 
been migrants, as there is a noticeable fall movement from north of Nebraska in 
late Aug-early Sep, as documented by Hitchcock Hawk Watch, Pottawattamie 
Co, Iowa data. Rather amazing, especially as to provenance, was the kettle of 
75 over South Sioux City, Dakota Co, 6 Sep (PR). Additional eastern reports 
were of a juv over Lincoln 4 Sep (ТОЛ and a single over Omaha 8 Sep (EB). 

Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder and common 
statewide fall migrant. Migrants usually arrive towards the end of the Fall 
reporting period; earlier reports of birds other than ads are of non-breeding 
imms. 

Northern Harrier: Most reports in Aug are from the north and west, where most 
reports of breeding originate, and so one in Webster Co 10 Aug (GWa) was 
unexpected. The next easterly report was 10 Sep in Saunders Co (KKa). 
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Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Goshawk: There were no reports of this rare statewide fall migrant. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One or two imms were over WP 15-17 Sep (SKr photo, 
ERa, LE); this species is a rare but annual fall migrant in the east. 

Broad-winged Hawk: Singles were westerly, an increasingly regular occurrence in 
recent years, at Brady, Lincoln Co, 23 Sep (TJW), and LO 17 Oct (ERa photo). 

Swainson’s Hawk: A rare dark morph was reported 1 Oct in Garfield Co (КЛМ); 
this is only the 5th report of this form for Nebraska. 

Red-tailed Hawk: A rather early Buteo jamaicensis harlani was in Garfield Co 1 
Oct (KJM); EEDs for this subspecies are 27-30 Sep. The taxonomic status of 
В. j. kriderii 15 uncertain; some authorities consider it a pale morph of eastern 
B. j. borealis rather than a subspecies. In Nebraska it probably breeds 
occasionally in the northwest and occurs elsewhere in winter, but is rare at any 
time and can be difficult to separate from pale Red-tailed Hawks (eastern В. /. 
borealis). EEDs for this form are poorly-documented, but appear to be in the 
range 11 Oct-15 Nov. One in Lancaster Со 24 Nov was well-described 
(М&СУВ). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was one in Loup Co 30 Nov (PR), where it is 
uncommon in fall. 

Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon resident west, and 
uncommon fall migrant west and central, rare east. 

Barn Owl: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant west and central, 
rare east. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Snowy Owl: There were no reports of this rare statewide winter visitor; EEDs are 
11-12 Nov. 

Burrowing Owl: One photographed in Burt Co 17 Sep (EBe) was one of only 7 
recent reports from the east, all apparent fall migrants in the period 17 Sep-27 
Oct. 

Barred Owl: Reports from the Republican River Valley continue as this species 
consolidates in the Little Blue River drainage and moves farther west; one was 
in Nuckolls Co 21 Sep (WF). 

Long-eared Owl: There were no reports of this uncommon statewide fall and 
winter visitor. EEDs are 21-26 Oct. 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was of one flushed from grassland south of 
Gordon in Sheridan Co 23 Aug (DMe); this species likely breeds in the area. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: There were no reports of this rare northwest breeder and 
uncommon fall migrant statewide. 
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Belted Kingfisher: Fall movement, when weather conditions are severe, is 
discernible mid-late Sep; thus 4-5 at BOL 8-19 Aug (SKr, LE) are suggestive 
of family groups. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker: Reports continue from a site below Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 
Co, that has been occupied since 2010 and is the only known current regular 
site for this species; 4 were there 4 Sep (MW, ERa, photos). Rarely 
encountered east of the Panhandle, only the 4th such record was of two in the 
Keya Paha Co portion of the Niobrara Valley Preserve 29 Sep; according to the 
observer, “There are a lot of cottonwood snags and other dead trees in the area 
following the big wildfire of 2012. The woodpeckers were moving together 
‘flycatching’ from snag to snag”. (MH). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Two in Cherry Co 28 Sep (JED) and one in Garfield Co 
30 Sep (GR) were tardy; ELDs in the north are 30 Sep-2 Oct. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Approximating the west edge of the current range were 
singles near Lewellen 26 Nov (BP) and at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 6 Aug 
(MAv). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: A juv was at Fort Robinson SHP, Dawes Co, 13 Oct 
(JGJ, ТЛУ); this species is rare in fall in the Panhandle. Note that a му 
sapsucker in the Panhandle after Sep is a Yellow-bellied, as Red-napeds molt 
out of juv plumage by Sep. 

Red-naped Sapsucker: There were three reports of this rare but annual fall 
Panhandle migrant; one was at Oliver Res SRA, Kimball Co, 19 Sep (JGJ), one 
was at Coffee Park, Sioux Co, 18 Sep (RW), and 2 were in West Ash Canyon, 
Dawes Co, 19 Sep (RW). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and 
central, fairly common west. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 

Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Pileated Woodpecker: Two at Fremont Lakes SRA, Dodge Co, 30 Oct (PPe) were 
the farthest west to date in the lower Platte River Valley. This species is 
gradually expanding its range north and west from extreme southeast Nebraska. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Merlin: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Peregrine Falcon: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon (translocated) 
breeder Omaha and Lincoln, and uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Prairie Falcon: Rare in the east, there were two reports of singles, in Madison Co 21 
Oct (WF) and Richardson Co 11 Nov (JRy). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Usually rare westward, there were severa] reports this fall: 
one was at LO 22 Aug (JGJ photo), one in Dundy Co 3 Sep (WKa), one at 
Gering Cem, Scotts Bluff Co, 3 Sep (MW, ERa, JR), 4 in Sowbelly Canyon, 
Sioux Co, 4 Sep (MW, ERa), and one in Lincoln Co 23 Sep (JHa). The 
presence of 4 together 4 Sep is interesting in that it has been suggested that 
breeding might occur on the Pine Ridge (Richard Rosche). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west, 
locally rare central, rare casual east. 
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Eastern Wood-Pewee: There were reports from the western limits of the summer 
range in the Niobrara River Valley at Fort Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 6 Aug 
(NKo) and in the Platte River Valley in Lincoln Co 29 Aug (WBe, CBa). In 
both areas there 15 overlap with Western Wood-Pewee. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Reports have increased in recent years, possibly as 
observers are looking harder at Empidonax flycatchers. There were 6 reported 
12 Aug-28 Sep. The 12 Aug sighting at Indian Cave SP (MBe) was rather 
early; EEDs are 8-12 Aug. The 28 Sep report, at Memphis Lakes SRA (СМК), 
was rather late; ELDs were 23-26 Sep, although this report and others indicate 
a readjustment of ELDs to 4-6 Oct. 

Acadian Flycatcher: The only report was of one calling at ICSP 12 Aug (MBe); this 
species is a common summer resident there. ELDs are in mid-Sep. 

Alder Flycatcher: There were no reports of this uncommon fall migrant east and 
central; ELDs are 6-12 Sep. 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide fall migrant. 

Least Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Hammond’s Flycatcher: There were three reports of this rare but annual fall 
Panhandle migrant. Two were in Sowbelly Canyon 4 Sep (MW, ERa), and 
singles were at Rock Creek SRA, Dundy Co, (SMI, NMo) and Gotte Park, 
Kimball, 5 Sep (MW, ERa, JR). 

Dusky Flycatcher: There was one report of this species, also rare but annual in fall 
in the Panhandle. One was well-described near Exit 1 on Interstate 80 in 
Kimball Co 5 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: The only report of this uncommon Pine Ridge breeder was 
of two at a breeding location, Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Sep (ERa, MW). 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Say’s Phoebe: This species is less-than-annual in the east; singles at PSP 25 Sep (JJ) 
and in Adams Co 16 Sep (PD) were only the 12-13th such records. 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east 
and central, rare west. 

Cassin’s Kingbird: This species is less than annual east of the Panhandle, and so 
опе at Venango, Perkins Co, 28 Aug (WF), although as far west as it could get 
without being in the Panhandle, was noteworthy. This is the 5th record east of 
the Panhandle, the others were from Keith, Lincoln (2), and western Cherry 
Cos. 

Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, uncommon east. 

Eastern Kingbird: One in Garfield Co 1 Oct (RKr) was rather late; ELDs are 2-3 
Oct. 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: The only report was of one in Pawnee Co 19 Aug (JWa), 
despite several reports, including two of nesting, during summer. This species 
apparently departs nesting locations by mid-Aug and becomes more difficult to 
find, as there are only 21 reports after 12 Aug. 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species continues to struggle in the east; of 18 reports 
received, only two were from the east, 10 Aug Webster Co (GWa) and 5 Sep 
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BOL (TG). More encouraging were the westerly reports; 10 were counted т 
the southwest 24-28 Aug (NR). 

Northern Shrike: Singles in Garden and Keith Cos 18 Oct (TG) were rather early; 
ELDs were 20-21 Oct and have been adjusted to 17-20 Oct. Another was 
rather early in Dixon Co 22 Oct (BFH). 

Bell’s Vireo: One in Scotts Bluff Co 7 Sep (TLa) was tardy; ELDs in the Panhandle 
were 5-7 Sep, now 7 Sep (three times). Also tardy at the westerly location was 
one in North Platte 13 Sep (ТЛУ). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant 
east, rare casual central. 

Cassin’s Vireo: The only report of this uncommon western fall migrant was of one 
in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Sep (ERa, MW). 

Blue-headed Vireo: The only report away from the east was of one in Holt Co 1 Oct 
(KJM). Surprisingly, this is only the 5th fall report in the central; there are 
more Panhandle reports, a total of 9. 

Plumbeous Vireo: One at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 19 Sep (JGJ) was rather late; 
ELDs are 22-24 Sep. The count of 7 in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Sep 
(MW, ERa) was a new fall high count. 

Philadelphia Vireo: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east, rare 
central rare casual west. 

Warbling Vireo: One at CSP 14 Sep (JLe) was tardy; ELDs in the west are 14-16 
Sep. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, 
uncommon west. 

Pinyon Jay: The only two reports were from unexpected locations; 5 were seen 
distantly in southeast Lincoln Co 30 Oct (TJW, details). There are a few 
similar reports Oct-Nov in the North Platte River Valley in previous years. A 
single, unusual for this species, was reported at L Minatare, Scotts Bluff Co, 12 
Aug without details. 

Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and central, fairly 
common west. 

Black-billed Magpie: Easternmost was one near Naponee, Harlan Co, 23 Oct (LR, 
RH) The only other reports away from the Panhandle were of 1-2 at Red 
Willow Res in southeast Frontier and southwest Red Willow Cos 15 Oct (ASh) 
апа one in Hooker Со 27 Aug (СКі). An encouraging report from Scotts Bluff 
Co was of 2 ads and 6 juvs at the "Magpie Location" east of Scottsbluff 2 Aug 
(KD); elsewhere in Scotts Bluff Co singles were at Scotts Bluff NM 17 Sep 
(RGo) and along High Line Road 22 Oct (KD). Singles only were reported at 
CSP, but on several occasions, 1 Aug-8 Oct (JLe, AJo), in Deuel Co 27 Aug 
(ABr), and in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 12 Aug (TJW). 

American Crow: Large flocks are rare in the Panhandle; the 100 in southeastern 
Garden Co 26 Nov (BP) was the 2nd-highest fall count on record there, after 
the 400 in Dawes Co in 2000. Elsewhere, high counts are 2000-3000; good 
counts this fall were the 1000 in Lincoln Co 31 Oct (AVe) and 900 near 
Valentine 21 Oct (JED). 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 
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Purple Martin: The regular roost in mid-town Omaha apparently shifted a short 
distance north; 5000 were estimated 20 Aug (JT), but no other reports were 
received of the roost. A good non-roost estimate was the 1000 over Offutt Base 
L, Sarpy Co, 13 Aug (ARy). There are only 6 reports in northeast Cherry Co, 
all since 2002; this summer 37 were counted in Valentine 18 Aug (JED), 
suggesting establishment there, the westernmost known location in the 
Niobrara River Valley. 

Tree Swallow: Rather late were up to 6 in Lancaster Co 28-29 Oct (EJa, TG, NR); 
ELDs are 31 Oct (three times). The 1225 at BOL 13 Sep (LE) was a new 
record high fall count; previous highs were 750-1000. 

Violet-green Swallow: ELDs are 25-29 Aug, with only 3 reports for Sep; this fall up 
to 7 were in Scotts Bluff Co 17-21 Sep (AK, KD). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Cliff Swallow: The 24 in York Co 30 Sep (RSt) were rather late; ELDs are 4-7 Oct. 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Recovery from the apparent West Nile Virus effects 
continues; one in the observer’s Dixon Co yard 19 Oct was the first there for 2 
years (JJ). 

Tufted Titmouse: The only reports away from the Missouri River Valley counties 
were of singles in Johnson Co 5 Aug (SQ) and in the Beatrice City Park, Gage 
Co, 28 Aug (JJ); there are several records for nearby Homestead NM as long 
ago as 1962. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: First arrivals in the east and first away from the Panhandle 
were singles at different locations in Omaha 10 Sep (JR, TEL). Reports were 
widespread but in average numbers through the period. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: In areas of the state where breeding birds are absent or 
very few, such as the Panhandle south of the Pine Ridge and the western 
Sandhills, wintering birds arrive in Sep; one was in Bushnell, Kimball Co, 6 
Sep (FKo). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Good numbers were detected in the CSP area; 25 in groups of 4-8 
were counted in Chadron Creek WMA 1 Sep (JLe), and 9 were banded at CSP 
where none were banded a year ago (JLe). 

Brown Creeper: One at CSP 8 Sep (JLe) likely summered there, although there are 
very few summer records in the area; migrants appear by mid-Sep. 

Rock Wren: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west and west- 
central, rare east-central, rare casual east. 

Canyon Wren: Nebraska’s 5th documented record was of one at a central Cherry 
Co ranch 28 Oct-30 Nov (MSS, PD, JJ, JGJ photo, MW photo). 

House Wren: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Winter Wren: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east, rare casual 
elsewhere. 

Sedge Wren: Rather late were one at WP 1 Nov (EJa) and two at LSWNP the same 
day (SKr photo). Two heard at Oliver Res 5 Sep (MW, JR, ERa) were in the 
same area as one found 7 Sep 2015 by the same observers. 
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This Canyon Wren, Nebraska's fifth, was at Shoemaker Rar h, central Cherry Co, 
28 Oct-30 Nov 2016, here photographed by Joel Jorgensen 20 Nov 2016. 


Marsh Wren: One at Holmes L, Lancaster Co, 29 Nov (EJa) was rather late; ELDs 
for non-wintering birds are 21-24 Nov. 

Carolina Wren: Reports were from the expected southeastern range, except for one 
that took up residence this 22 Jul at North Platte and was still present 7 Nov 
(TJW). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: By far the latest documented record for the state was one at 
LO 25 Nov (BP photo); previous latest was one in Dundy Co 11 Oct 2015. 
Fewest records are in the north-central, but numbers are increasing in 
northeastern Cherry Co; 1-2 were at Fort Niobrara NWR 6-7 Aug (NKo, MAv). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall 
migrant. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at FF 5 Aug (RS) was 2nd-earliest on record in the 
south and east; EEDs there are 2-5 Sep. There is a specimen taken 29 Jul 1920 
In Lancaster Co. 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Mountain Bluebird: Flocks may form by early Sep on the breeding grounds; 25 
were in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 4 Sep (MW, JR, ERa). Easterly reports 
were of one in Merrick Co 23 Oct (JGJ photo), 3 in Franklin Co 30 Oct (LR, 
RH), and 5 in Gosper Co 13 Nov (LR, RH). 

Townsend's Solitaire: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west, 
uncommon central, rare casual east. 


174 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 84 No. 4 


Veery: The only reports of this rare fall migrant were from the east; singles were in 
Omaha 14 and 19 Sep (JR). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One was seen in good light conditions at WP 9 Sep (LE); 
this species 1$ less than annual in fall, as noted by the observer, with about 35 
records in all for the state. 

Swainson’s Thrush: One in Omaha 26 Aug (JR) was rather early; EEDs are 24-25 
Aug. 

Hermit Thrush: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east and west, 
rare central. 

Wood Thrush: No details were provided for one at FF 22 Oct; one was 
photographed in Boone Co 21 Oct 2012. 

American Robin: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Gray Catbird: One at CSP 2 Oct (JLe) was rather late for the west, where ELDs are 
7-9 Oct. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: Ап ad apparently of subspecies Toxostoma curvirostre 
oberholseri was photographed at CSP 7 Oct (JLe); this is the 9th record for 
Nebraska. Both 7. c. oberholseri and T. c. palmeri have occurred in the state. 

Brown Thrasher: An unusual sight was a loose group of 8 apparently migrating 10 
Sep in Hastings (PD). 

Sage Thrasher: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall Panhandle migrant, 
accidental central. 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant west, 
south, and east, rare elsewhere. 

European Starling: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and 
abundant statewide fall migrant. 

Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Northern Red Bishop: A fem on the University of Omaha campus 27 Sep (SMa) 
was a surprise; there are no known established populations closer than Houston, 
Texas and southern California. 

House Sparrow: A good count was the 321 in Platte Co 2 Oct 2016 (KJM). 

American Pipit: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Sprague's Pipit: Best count of this uncommon statewide fall migrant was 11 at Fort 
Niobrara NWR, Cherry Co, 23 Sep (CNK). High fall counts are 12-56. 

House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 

Purple Finch: The 22 in southeast Washington Co 27 Oct, mostly fems and imms 
(JR), was a good count. Fall high counts are 25-40. 

Red Crossbill: There was little movement eastward; all but one of the numerous 
reports were from the Panhandle at expected locations, CSP, Sowbelly Canyon, 
West Ash Canyon, and Wildcat Hills NC (Ле, MW, ERa, TJW). Best day 
count in the Panhandle was the 20 in West Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, 4 Sep 
(ERa, MW), but best overall count was the one report away from the 
Panhandle, 55 in Valentine 24 Nov (JED). 

Pine Siskin: This species was essentially absent in the state from early Jun until the 
end of the fall period, when singles appeared in Bellevue 23 Nov (ARy) and in 
Valentine 24 Nov (JED). None were banded at CSP during the fall, whereas 
several were banded in the previous two falls (JLe). 
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Lesser Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this uncommon summer visitor in the 
Panhandle; summer visitors depart by mid-Sep. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Lapland Longspur: One at Ashfall Fossil Beds SHP, Antelope Co, 16 Sep (MRo) 
was rather early; EEDs are 9 Oct (three times). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: There were no reports of this common fall migrant 
west, uncommon central, rare east. 

McCown’s Longspur: There were no reports of this common, locally abundant, fall 
migrant west, rare casual elsewhere. 

Snow Bunting: The three at LNB 21 Nov (JGJ) arrived just in time to make the Fall 
Report. EEDs are 26-27 Oct. 

Ovenbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: The only report was from Rock Creek Station SHP, 
Jefferson Co, where 4 of the 7 summer territories still contained single birds 17 
Aug (SSc). Most depart by Sep. 

Northern Waterthrush: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant 
east and central uncommon west. 

Golden-winged Warbler: Until this year there had been only 28 fall records in all, 
leading to less-than-annual status. This year there were four: a male was at FF 
6 Sep (RS), a fem in Cedar Co 6 Sep (MB), a male in Knox Co the same day, 
the observer’s first for this and Cedar Cos (MB), and a male in Omaha 10 Sep 
(JR). 

Blue-winged Warbler: A major surprise was one at CSP 28 Aug (JLe details); this 
is the first Panhandle record and only the 15th fall record for Nebraska. 

Black-and-white Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Tennessee Warbler: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, rare casual west. 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One at Agate Fossil Beds NM, Sioux Co, 26 Aug 
(LYo) was rather early; EEDs are 22-24 Aug. Such early migrants in the west 
may be the early-migrating western subspecies Oreothlypis celata orestera, 
although all banded birds at CSP were expected eastern О. c. celata (JLe). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Oliver Res, Kimball Co, 5 Sep (MW, JR, ERa) was the 
20th fall Panhandle record, followed by the 21st, one at CSP 7 Sep (JLe). 
Westerly was one in Dundy Co 9 Oct (WKa, MKe, TTh). 

MacGillivray’s Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant west 
and west-central, rare casual east-central. 

Mourning Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east, 
rare casual central and west. 

Kentucky Warbler: There were no reports of this rare eastern fall migrant; ELDs 
are 19-23 Sep. 

Common Yellowthroat: Good counts were 12 each at Maskenthine L, Stanton Co, 
5 Aug (DH) and Conestoga L, Lancaster Co, (EA). Highs for fall are now 12- 
45. 

Hooded Warbler: Only the 6th fall record for the state, all since 2000, was a HY 
fem in Omaha 12 Sep; key identification feature was its white tail spots (JR). 
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American Redstart: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and 
central, uncommon west. 

Northern Parula: Since Nebraska breeders are at the northwest edge of the species’ 
range, it is difficult to identify individuals as migrants. However, reports away 
from known breeding locations late Aug-Sep are likely migrants: at least 3 of 
various age classes and genders were in central Omaha 14-25 Sep (JR) where 
breeding is unknown, two were at Hormel Park, Fremont, Dodge Co, 10 Sep 
(ERa, JGJ), one at Doane College, Saline Co, 9 Sep (JGJ), and one at Elmwood 
Park, Omaha, 17 Sep (SMa). ELDs for this species are 2-4 Oct. 

Magnolia Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant east, 
uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Oddly, there was only one report of this species which is 
usually fairly common in fall. A fem was at a Bellevue feeder 21 Sep (L&BP). 

Blackburnian Warbler: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east, 
rare casual central and west. 

Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant 
east, uncommon central, rare casual west. 

Blackpoll Warbler: This species is less-than-annual in fall, but, oddly, occurs 
statewide. Of the three reports received, bringing the all-time state total of fall 
records to 53, one each were from Lancaster, Greeley, and Keith Cos: 6 Sep 
Greeley Co (RH), 14 Sep WP (LE), and 19 Sep LO (JGJ photo). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report of this less-than-annual fall migrant 
was of a single male in central Omaha 14 Sep (JR, photo). 

Palm Warbler: This species is a rare fall migrant in the east, less than annual 
elsewhere. Thus significant was one well-studied at CSP 14 Sep (JLe), the 10th 
fall Panhandle record. The total of 6 reports is unusual; 5 others were from the 
east: singles were in Dixon Co 22 Sep (JJ), at BOL 27 Sep (LE), at Holmes L, 
Lincoln, 27 Sep (ERa), 28 Sep at Memphis Lakes SRA, Saunders Co (CNK), 
and rather late in Sarpy Co 15 Oct (RS). ELDs are 17-20 Oct. 

Pine Warbler: A HY bird was carefully identified in Elmwood Park, Omaha, 23 
Sep (SMa, photo). Although reports have increased in recent years, this species 
is still of less-than-annual occurrence in the state. 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: The 100 at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co, 19 Oct 
(MSh) was a good count; previous highs were 100+-129. Normally departing 
the north and west by late Oct, singles in Wheeler and Garfield Cos 20 Nov 
(JGJ) were noteworthy. 

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common 
fall migrant west, uncommon central, rare casual east. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: There were no reports of this uncommon fall migrant 
east, less-than-annual elsewhere. ELDs are 13-15 Sep. 

Townsend’s Warbler: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall Panhandle 
migrant, rare casual elsewhere. 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Westerly was one in Red Willow Co rather early 
26 Aug (WF); EEDs are 23-25 Aug. There were numerous reports in the east, 
but only one other report in the central, one at Calamus Res, Loup Co, 2 Oct 
(RSt). 
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Canada Warbler: Rare in fall, even in the east, there were an amazing 11 reports, 
all in the east 31 Aug-25 Sep, involving a total of 14 birds (m. ob.). 

Wilson's Warbler: The 40 in Sowbelly Canyon, 4 Sep (MW, JR, ERa) was a good 
count; high counts for fall are 70-81. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
fall migrant west, west-central, and north, east to Knox Co, rare casual 
elsewhere. 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this rare Panhandle fall migrant was of 
two in southwestern Kimball Co 17 Sep, “twice as many аз I'd ever seen at a 
time in the state" (RW). 

Spotted Towhee: Reports from the north decline markedly into Oct; the last sighting 
in Valentine was 9 Oct (JED). 

Eastern Towhee: Reports were routine of this rare fall visitor away from known 
breeding areas. 

American Tree Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Chipping Sparrow: Of interest was the recapture at CSP of one that was banded 
there as an ad in 2010 (JLe); quite an old Chipping Sparrow! 

Clay-colored Sparrow: The 300 estimated at West Ash Creek, Dawes Co, 4 Sep 
(MW, JR, ERa) was a record fall count, technically higher than the “hundreds” 
reported twice in previous years. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only report of this uncommon-in-fall Panhandle migrant 
was of one photographed in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux Co, 4 Sep (MW, ERa). 

Field Sparrow: The 69 counted in Garfield Co 2 Oct (KJM) was 2nd-highest fall 
count on record; previous highs were 30-100. 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Bennington L, Douglas Co, 29 Nov (JR) was rather late; 
ELDs are 3-4 Dec. 

Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant. 

Lark Bunting: Reports were routine of this abundant fall migrant west and west- 
central, uncommon east-central, rare casual east. 

Savannah Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One at BOL 19 Oct (LE) was rather late; ELDs are 19-21 
Oct. 

Henslow's Sparrow: The only report was of two at SCP 11 Aug (EJa), a known 
summer location. ELDs are 23-25 Oct. 

Le Conte's Sparrow: Previous ELDs were 7-10 Nov, and so several reports of 
lingerers were of interest: one was at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co, 12 Nov 
(AG), two were photographed at LSFM, Lancaster Co, 14 Nov (M&CVB), and 
one was photographed in Douglas Co 26 Nov (SMa). These dates, plus other 
previous late dates, adjust the ELDs to 12-14 Nov. The 35 at Prairie Queen 
RA, Sarpy Co, (RS) was a good count; highs for fall are 40-158. 

Nelson’s Sparrow: ELDs are 24-25 Oct, although there are three later dates through 
7 Nov; a new late date was set by one at Prairie Queen RA, Sarpy Co, 12 Nov 
(AG, details). Marshes, even in the southeast, are usually frozen by this date, 
but not this year. 
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Fox Sparrow: The 15 at FF 2 Nov (CNK) was a good count; previous fall highs 
were 12-32. 

Song Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east and east- 
central, fairly common west-central, uncommon west. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: The 30+ in a Dixon Co yard 27 Sep (JJ) was a good count; fall 
highs are 50-100. 

Swamp Sparrow: The 35 at LSFM, Lancaster Co, 9 Oct (MW) was a new fall 
record high; previous highs were 24-30. 

White-throated Sparrow: One at CSP 19 Sep (JLe) was first reported and rather 
early; EEDs are 13-14 Sep. 

Harris’s Sparrow: Westerly, where rare, were up to 20 at LO 16-17 Oct (ERa), and 
3 were in Lincoln Co 30 Oct (TJW). The 99 at BOL 31 Oct (LE) was a good 
count, but fall highs are 250-1000. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west 
and west-central, fairly common elsewhere. 

Dark-eyed (slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this common statewide 
fall migrant. 

Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: The only report was of a male photographed in an 
Omaha yard 23 Nov (SMa). Present knowledge suggests this form is an 
uncommon statewide fall migrant and winter visitor. 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant fall migrant 
west, common central, uncommon east. 

Dark-eyed (pink-sided) Junco: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant 
west, uncommon west-central, less-than-annual east-central and east. 

Dark-eyed (white-winged) Junco: Reports were routine of this fairly common Pine 
Ridge resident, and rare fall migrant west and west-central, rare casual 
elsewhere. 

Summer Tanager: This species has only recently spread to Lancaster Co. First 
reported in WP in 2011, there are about 6 records since but no evidence of 
nesting; only 3 of the reports were of pairs. This year at WP, a pair was in the 
"same mature stand of oak trees as last year" (SSc), and one was still present 14 
Sep (LE). Rather late was a fem in a Bellevue yard 21 Sep (L&BP); ELDs are 
29-30 Sep. 

Scarlet Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant east, less- 
than-annual central and west. 

Western Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon fall migrant west and 
west-central, less than annual east-central and east. 

Northern Cardinal: In the north, this species occurs regularly west to northeast 
Cherry Co; there were 5 reports of single birds in the area during the period 
(MAv, JTh, JED, CNK). It is rare in the Panhandle with most reports from the 
North Platte River Valley; 1-2 were near the river in Scotts Bluff Co 9 Oct and 
26 Nov (KD). Noteworthy also was a report of two in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 
Co, 12 Oct (TW); reports are slowly increasing on the Pine Ridge. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant east, 
rare central, less-than-annual west. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this common fall migrant west 
and central, less-than-annual east. 
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Blue Grosbeak: As suggested by the observer, a fem feeding four large juvs 22 бер 
in Lincoln Co was a “very late successful nesting event” (TJW). 

Lazuli Bunting: One in Loup Co 1 Oct (DL) was rather late; ELDs are 25-26 Sep, 
but there are 6 later dates through 12 Oct, the last a specimen. 

Indigo Bunting: Rare in fall in the Panhandle were singles at Scotts Bluff NM, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 8 Aug (CTa) and at CSP 14 Sep (JLe). 

Dickcissel: The 40 in southeast Sherman Co with a Bobolink flock 4 Sep (LR, RH) 
and 35 at Hickory Ridge WMA, Johnson Co, 5 Aug (SQ) were new high 
counts; previous fall highs were 23-33. One in Loup Co 2 Oct (WM) was tardy 
for the northerly location. 

Bobolink: Third-latest on record was one in Rock Co 1 Oct (DH); ELDs are 26-27 
Sep. The afore-mentioned mixed flock with Dickcissels in Sherman Co 4 Sep 
contained 40 Bobolinks (LR, RH). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide fall 
migrant. 

Eastern Meadowlark: Establishing ELDs for this species after singing ceases is 
difficult; current ELDs are 27 Oct-1 Nov based on calls or songs and a 
specimen 18 Nov. One was singing and calling at LSFM, Lancaster Co,14 Nov 
(M&CVB). 

Western Meadowlark: The 465 in Garfield Co 2 Oct (KJM) was a record fail 
count; previous highs were 200-300. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, 
statewide fall migrant. 

Rusty Blackbird: Rare as far west as the Panhandle, still a good westerly find were 
the 5 along Pawnee Rd, Lincoln Co, 27 Nov (BP, photo). The 51 at Wagon 
Train SRA, Lancaster Co, 4 Nov (LE) was a good count; fall high counts are 
85-150. 

Brewer’s Blackbird: The 600 at Sutherland Res, Lincoln Co, 16 Oct (SMI, рро, 
NMo) was a good tally; high counts for fall are 1000-3000. 

Common Grackle: High fall counts are 100,000 three times, all in late Sep-early 
Oct; a fourth 100,000 estimate was made in Lincoln Co 13 Oct, a “migrating 
flock stretching for 2+ miles” (TSh). Three of these four 100,000 estimates 
were from Lincoln Co. 

Great-tailed Grackle: By late Nov essentially all are in the southeast and Platte 
River Valley west to Keith Co; one in Lincoln Co 27 Nov (BP) was within the 
current winter range, but a rare sighting that far west for the date. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Best count reported was the 1000+, including both 
genders, at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy Co, 20 Oct (L&BP); high fall counts are 
2500-12,000. 

Orchard Oriole: A fem/imm in Dixon Co 27 Sep (JJ) was rather late; ELDs are 26- 
27 Sep. 

Bullock’s Oriole: Reports were routine of this fairly common fall migrant west and 
extreme west-central, rare casual elsewhere central and east. 

Baltimore Oriole: Rather late was a fem in FF 5 Oct (CNK); ELDs in the east and 
central are 2-5 Oct. The last westerly report was of one in Chase Co 29 Aug 
(WF); farther north and west, in the Panhandle, ELDs are 3-6 Sep. 
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In Memory of Elizabeth Grenon 


by Neal Ratzlaff 


On November 11, 2016 cancer claimed the life of long time member and 
friend of NOU, Betty Grenon, perhaps best remembered as our very intelligent, 
personable, meticulous treasurer and tenacious guardian of organization funds. Our 
records indicate Betty became a member in 1991. Her talents and qualifications 
(CPA and Nebraska’s first female Certified Management Accountant) were soon 
recognized. She became NOU Treasurer in 1994, a position held until her death, 
except for a 3 year hiatus when her employment with Enron took her to Houston, 
Texas. NOU has benefitted in a number of other ways from Betty’s organizational 
skills and attention to detail. She was the meticulous keeper of our membership data, 
tracked subscriptions to our quarterly journal and, in recent years, arranged for 
copying and mailing of our newsletter. She was the “go to” person for our twice 
yearly meetings, taking all the reservations and verifying our arithmetic, checking us 
in at the meeting site, paying the vendors and caterers and, on occasion, making the 


— а 


Betty Grenon. Photo courtesy of Rick Schmid. 
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lodging and meal arrangements. Betty was often the “glue” that held things together 
or the “grease” that kept them moving. Her last days at home before she determined 
it was time to move to hospice included time getting NOU’s finances in good order 
to be handed off to the next treasurer. 


Betty, born in Connecticut, lived in a number of states and abroad with her 
Air Force family before coming to Bellevue, Nebraska, in 1974. Here, she and her 
family discovered Fontenelle Forest, where she soon became involved as a volunteer, 
an active participant in the FF Bird Club, board member, and an “оп demand” staff 
member in the finance department on at least three occasions. 


She was the volunteer coordinator of the Omaha Christmas Bird Count 
(and the spring count) for many years, continuing the traditional chili potluck 
compilation at day’s end. Betty trained for and eventually obtained a bird banding 
permit, which qualified her to do educational programs and initiate a long term 
MAPS station, using banding to investigate bird productivity and survival. She was 
active in the Inland Bird Banding Association where she served as an officer and 
occasionally as meeting organizer. She was also a certified Nebraska Master 
Naturalist. 


Betty enjoyed traveling with the Fontenelle Forest Bird Club, friends and 
family, birding around the U.S., Canada, Peru, India, Australia, New Zealand, Puerto 
Rico, the Netherlands, Germany, France, the U.K., Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, 
Costa Rica, Belize, and Panama. A number of these were with her son Alan, an 
accomplished birder, who shared her interest in birds and nature. She loved the view 
of the woods from her home near Fontenelle Forest, witnessing the historic return of 
Wild Turkeys, nesting Cooper’s Hawks, and Pileated Woodpeckers from her living 
room, as well as the birds she coddled at the feeders. 


Betty is survived by children, Norman (Kim), Donald, and Alan Grenon; 
grandchildren, Alice, Libby and Alfred; former husband Maurice; and brother, 
George (Anne) Hawkes. 


Go look at some birds. That one you’re looking at was her favorite. 
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Burwell Fall Field Days 


by Janis Paseka 


The meeting of 2016 NOU Fall Field Days took place at the Burwell Legion 
Club on Sept. 30 - Oct. 2, 2016. There were about 50 іп attendance at the meeting, 
which was organized by Robin Harding, Lanny Randolph and Betty бгепоп, 


On Friday evening Chad Christiansen, who works for the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service at the Fort Niobrara/Valentine National Wildlife Refuge Complex, 
spoke about the goals of the Natural Legacy Project to identify a set of priority 
landscapes that, if properly managed, would conserve the majority of Nebraska's 
biological diversity. These landscapes, called Biologically Unique Landscapes, were 
selected based on known occurrences of at-risk species and ecological communities. 
In addition to at-risk species, these landscapes support a broad array of common 
species. Chad mentioned three types of projects he is involved in: working with 
landowners to improve grazing regimens, removal of cedars, and wetland projects, 
including stream and lake renovation. 


On Saturday evening, E. J. Raynor, a post-doctoral research associate with 
Drs. Larkin Powell and Mary Bomberger Brown at the University of Nebraska — 
Lincoln spoke about his research in soundscape ecology, in which he studies the 
causes and consequences of biological (biophony), geophysical (geophony), and 
human-produced (anthrophony) sounds. His research deals with the effects of wind 
turbine sounds on grassland birds, and in particular how the turbine noise impacts the 
ability of male Greater Prairie-Chickens to broadcast their vocalizations. 


Field trip destinations on Saturday and Sunday morning included Calamus 
Reservoir SRA (including a pelagic trip on the lake led by T.J. Walker), Twin Lakes 
WMA, Pine Glen WMA, Willow Lake WMA, Mirdan Canal WMA and Kent 
Diversion Dam WMA. 


Field trips were led by Bill Flack, Robin Harding, Dave Heidt, Wayne 
Mollhoff, Lanny Randolph, and T.J. Walker. The total species count was 126. 
Some of the weekend highlights were Lesser Black-backed Gull, Peregrine and 
Prairie Falcons, 6 swallow species, 7 warbler species and 14 sparrow species. 


GEES EE : 


SEN Steg 


NOU Annual Meeting - Burwell 


* Garfield 
Greeley 
= Wheeler 


Holt 
* Loup 
х Rock 


Canada Goose 


х х Brown 
ж Valley 


‘Trumpeter Swan | | | 
"Wood Duck | (X | ХО 
‘Gadwall алыш 
‘Mallard (X 0X. 2 
Blue-winged Teal | ГЕ 
‘Northern Shoveler | | | 
Northern Pintail | | „А 
Green-winged Teal ! | | | OS | | | 
Redhead | | : | | : 3 Kë 
Common Merganser | ' | x 

‘Ruddy Duck | | | | | Dk 

Northern Bobwhite 3 | : 

‘Ring-necked Pheasant | | | Ё 
Greater Prairie-Chicken ut | | Ж 2 
Wild Turkey ШЕ | 
Pied-billed Grebe Clo к. 
Horned Grebe | 
| Eared Grebe 

‘Western Grebe Ох | 

Rock Pigeon (X | v 


ж 
ж 


= ж = ж 


ж 
ж 


‘Eurasian Collared-Dove ^X x xX 
| 1 | | 
‘Mourning Dove о 


| Ruby-throated Hummingbird 


“* e o o ж ж ж ж 


B o o ж 


‘Sora | E 
‘American Coot Er E қо 557 K 
Semipalmated Plover | | | 
Killdeer ^X X.X X | 
Sanderling | 
‘Baird's Sandpiper | 
iLeast Sandpiper : | | 
Pectoral Sandpiper | | 


= p» o ра = м ж 


Long-billed Dowitcher 


еле и SET EE 


NOU Annual Meeting - Burwell 


Garfield 
Greeley 
| Holt 
Loup 
Rock 
Valley 
Wheeler 


Dowitcher sp 


ж ~ Brown 


‘Wilson's Snipe 


ж 


‘American Woodcock | 
‘Spotted Sandpiper (X X 
Solitary Sandpiper 


ж 


‘Lesser Yellowlegs | X 
|Yellowlegs sp x | 
Franklin's Gull хх 
Ring-billed Gull ох 
‘Herring Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull | 

| Double-crested Cormorant X X 
| American White Pelican | 
Great Blue Heron 
 White-faced Ibis 

Ibis sp 

| Turkey Vulture 


х Se ж ж 
> 


o ж ж ж 


Osprey 
‘Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 


“ом ж ж 


Sharp-shinned Hawk 


od 
ял х х ж ж 
р 


Cooper's Hawk 

| Swainson's Hawk | 
[Red-tailed Hawk (x 
: Rough-legged Hawk 

| Eastern Screech-Owl 

Great Horned Owl 

| Belted Kingfisher 

| Red-headed Woodpecker 

‘Red-bellied Woodpecker 

I Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

: Downy Woodpecker ШЕ: 


=“ ж м M х х х х х х ре ж 
p 
ж 


[Hairy Woodpecker ` 


Vol. 84 No. 4 sch ‘The Nebraska Bird Review BE 185 


NOU Annual Meeting - Burwell 


ж Greeley 


Northern Flicker 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 


| Peregrine Falcon 


x х Brown 
х ж Wheeler 


м ~ Loup 
Rock 
х х Valley 


ж м Holt 
ра 


| Prairie Falcon 
‘Eastern Phoebe 


ххх x ж ж ze Garfield 


‘Eastern Kingbird | 
Blue-headed Vireo | X 
Red-eyed Vireo 

Blue Jay 

American Crow (X 
Horned Lark 

Tree Swallow 


Dé 
ж 
ж 
dë = ж ж 


ж 
Dé 


Barn Swallow (x ТХ 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
‘House Wren 

Sedge Wren 

‘Marsh Wren 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet | 
Eastern Bluebird BE 
Swainson's Thrush 


я = ж ж 
д = Хх ж ж ж 

ех a х ж 

ех ж ж > 


= хх ж ра ж ж ж 
> 
ж 
ђе 


American Robin (X 
Gray Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 

European Starling 

Cedar Waxwing 

iHouse Sparrow 

American Pipit X 
House Finch | 
American Goldfinch ох 


Séi a a мы ж 
ж KK хм м хм хм ж ж 


NOU Annual Meeting - Burwell 


Brown 
х Garfield 


Rock 
* Valley 
* Wheeler 


Oran ge-crowned Warbler 
Nashville Warbler 
Соттоп Yellowthroat 


х х Greeley 
Holt 


! Yellow-rumped Warbler : X х 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
cn Towhee 


pe 


‘Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 


Е ield Sparrow 


ж 
мом хм мю х х м ox ox x ж Loup 
ж 


Vesper Sparrow x | 
Lark Sparrow | 


= = ж ж 


| Savannah Sparrow | X 


м ж ж ж 
мом о хм ж ж 


[Grasshopper Sparrow 
| Le Conte's Sparrow | | | | 
Song Sparrow | сх | х 
Lincoln's Sparrow 


ж 
ж 


‘Swamp Sparrow | | | 
White-throated Sparrow | | E? 
Harris's Sparrow | 
White-crowned Sparrow 


Dark-eyed Junco 
Northern Cardinal | х | 
‘Lazuli Bunting 


мм ж 


PA o хх = X хх ж м м ж ж 
ж 
= D ж ж 


Common Grackle | j x 1 х st | 
Brown-headed Cowbird 


Dickcissel | d 
Bobolink | | Së | | 
Red-winged Blackbird | х | 
Western Meadowlark x ; | хх 
| (X 

X 


Vol 84 Мо. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


187 


Index to Volume 84 


Adams, R. J. 95 
Aguillon, Stepfanie 62 
Allen, 

Brian 60 

Edward 4, 61, 156 
Allin, CC 95 
Anderson, 

Brayden 53 

Chris 60 

Jon 61, 94 
Appell, Roger A. 62 
Arthur, Noah 5, 147 
Atkins, Gordon 4 
Aubushon, 

Cathy 52 

Dorothy 52 
Avery, Mele 157 
Avocet, American 69, 104, 110, 118, 164 


Babcock, Colleen 53 
Backer, Gordon 52 
Badura, Laurel 62 
Baird, Nathan 53 
Baldassarre, G. 95 
Barbaro, Carla 156 
Barrientos, Evan 52 
Bathke, Marc 53 
Beaurivage, Anne 52 
Beck, 
E. 136 
Michael 157 
Beckenhauer, Ann 3 
Becker, Wendy 158 
Bedell, Paul 128 
Bedows, Elliott 4, 52, 53, 61, 112, 147, 
156 
Begole, Doug 93 
Beisel, Matt 113 
Belsan, 
Ginger 4, 61, 147, 156, 163 
Jay 4, 61, 147, 156, 163 
Benedict, Russ 113 
Benkis, Mike 5 
Bents, Eric 156 
Bentzinger, Ruth 53 
Biggerstaff, Brad 3 


Bird Conservancy of the Rockies 33, 154 
Bishop, Northern Red 174 
Bittern, 
American 66, 116, 166 
Least 66, 116, 167 
Blackbird, 
Brewer's 23, 51, 84, 106, 131, 179 
Red-winged 22, 50-51, 84, 106, 130, 
179, 186 
Rusty 22-23, 50-51, 84, 179 
Yellow-headed 22, 84, 106, 131, 179 
Bluebird, 
Eastern 2, 18, 37, 40, 48-49, 78, 105, 
126, 173, 185 
Mountain 18, 37, 40, 49, 78, 105, 
126, 173 
Bobolink 84, 106, 130, 179, 186 
Bobwhite, Northern 9, 42-43, 65, 115, 
160, 183 
Boni, Lisa 62 
Boyd, Edward 112 
Brambling 142, 147 
Brandes, Monty 5 
Bray, T. E. 95 
Breckbill, Anita 53 
Brees, Aaron 156 
Brogie, 
Ed 53, 137, 147 
Mark 5, 21, 53, 62, 86-95, 96-97, 
113, 137, 138-150, 157 
Brott, 
Eugene 52 
Norma 52 
Brown, 
Barbara 3, 60, 94, 111 
Charlene 53 
Mary Bomberger 52, 53, 132-137, 
182 
Monte 53 
Myrna 52 
Bruster, Eric 132-137 
Buffa, Joelle 61 
Bufflehead 8, 39, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 
159 
Buhl, Ted 63 


188 The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 84 No. 4 


Index to Volume 84 


Bunting, 
Blue 146 
Indigo 38, 58, 84, 130, 179 
Lark 82, 106, 129, 177 
Lazuli 38, 84, 106, 130, 179, 186 
Snow 19, 31, 48-49, 79, 175 

Burt, Peyton 62 

Buss, Scott 5, 62, 113 

Buteo 
jamaicensis borealis 68, 168 
jamaicensis harlani 168 
jamaicensis krideri 10, 168 


Callan, Lea 112 

Canary, Common 85 

Canvasback 7, 39, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 
159 

Cardinal, Northern 22, 40, 50-51, 84, 99, 
106, 130, 178, 186 

Carlini, John 4, 25, 26, 27, 31, 52, 61, 68 

Castle-Goseh, Bobbie 53 

Catbird, Gray 37, 78, 105, 127, 147, 185 

Catharus guttatus auduboni 78 

Caver, Andy 52 

Cerizo, Michael 5 

Chapman, Doug 156 

Chase, Chris 53 

Chat, Yellow-breasted 38, 81-82, 106, 
129,177 

Chessick, Chery] 60 

Chickadee, 
Black-capped 17, 34, 37, 48-49, 77, 

105, 172, 182 

Mountain 77, 142 

Christiansen, Chad 182 

Chuck-will’s-widow 73, 122 

Chukar 65 

Ciaranca, M. A. 95 

Clark, 
Ron 62 
Virginia 5, 53, 63, 113 

Clausen, Mary 53 

Clemens, Tana 63 

Clouse, Chip 60 

Cole, Pat 53 

Conlon, Faye 52 


Conway, C. J. 137 
Coot, American 12, 44-45, 68, 104, 118, 
164, 183 
“Red-shielded” 118 
Corman, Kelly 61 
Cormorant, 
Double-crested 2, 9-10, 44-45, 66, 
103, 115-116, 146, 166, 184 
Neotropic 66 
Counties 
Adams 122,129, 170 
Antelope 14, 72, 121, 175 
Arthur 79 
Banner 73, 79, 82, 103-106 
Blaine 69 
Boone 14, 70, 174 
Box Butte 16, 70, 83 
Boyd 18, 24, 96-97, 141 
Brown 15, 19, 115, 119, 123, 124, 
126, 164, 183-186 
Buffalo 6, 7, 9, 12, 17, 20, 22, 23, 24, 
68, 69, 70, 71, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
81, 82, 85, 92, 93, 94, 116, 125 
Burt 67, 75, 78, 81, 126, 168 
Butler 70, 71, 158, 165 
Cass 20, 77, 84, 116, 120 
Cedar 31, 64, 115, 160, 175 
Chase 131,166, 179 
Cherry 16, 65, 66, 69, 73, 74, 85, 
110, 114, 115, 117, 119, 119, 122, 
124, 125, 126, 147, 161, 164, 167, 
169, 170, 172, 173, 174 
Cheyenne 73, 103-106, 130 
Clay 5, 65, 67, 68, 70, 72, 92, 93, 
114, 119, 120, 121, 129, 134, 135, 
146 
Cuming 24, 130, 159, 160 
Custer 65, 123, 124, 131 
Dakota 24, 67, 84, 92, 116, 117, 121, 
127, 165, 167 
Dawes 16, 32, 72, 73, 74, 76, 81, 84, 
85, 102, 117, 124, 125, 126, 127, 
141, 169, 171, 173, 174, 177 
Dawson 17, 22, 72, 74, 75, 76, 118, 
119, 123, 126, 164 
Deuel 65, 75, 85, 171 


Vol. 84 No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 189 


Index to Volume 84 


Counties, continued 


Dixon 9, 10, 18, 19, 63, 68, 71, 77, 
83, 85, 88, 93, 171, 172, 176, 178, 
179 

Dodge 8, 9, 16, 29, 30, 63, 69, 78, 
82, 83, 116, 121, 158, 160, 169, 
176 

Douglas 10, 16, 20, 22, 23, 25, 28, 
30, 31, 32, 63, 67, 70, 71, 74, 80, 
82, 85, 92, 93, 94, 114, 115, 117, 
123, 124, 126, 130, 142, 143, 145, 
158, 159, 177 

Dundy 12, 74, 121, 123, 125, 169, 
170, 173, 175 

Fillmore 29, 30, 65, 71, 101 

Franklin 77, 121, 126, 129, 131, 173 

Frontier 70, 77, 129, 171 

Furnas 130 

Gage 78,172 

Garden 65, 73, 76, 84, 114, 118, 119, 
124, 130, 136, 171 

Garfield. 73, 82, 154, 166, 168, 169, 
170, 176, 177, 179, 183-186 

Gosper 124, 173 

Grant 131 

Greeley 75, 116, 176, 183-186 

Hall 7, 10, 19, 23, 67, 68, 71, 72, 77, 
83, 84, 85, 93, 124, 129 

Hamilton 30, 158 

Harlan 22, 126, 140, 141, 154, 171 

Hitchcock 66, 77, 82, 123, 129, 165, 
166 

Holt 116, 119, 126, 127, 171, 183- 
186 

Hooker 171 

Howard 25, 124 

Jefferson 18, 74, 75, 78, 79, 83, 110, 
113, 117, 128, 129, 130, 161, 175 

Johnson 66, 125, 128, 129, 130, 172, 
179 

Kearney 16, 68, 70, 125 

Keith 2, 17, 18, 26, 29, 74, 75, 76, 
96, 116, 119, 123, 124, 126, 141, 
143, 144, 147, 158, 170, 171, 176, 
179 

Keya Paha 16, 30, 65, 115, 122, 123, 
127, 154, 169 


Counties, continued 


Kimball 69, 74, 75, 80, 81, 84, 85, 
103-106, 115, 127, 131, 141, 142, 
170, 171, 172, 175, 177 

Knox 19, 72, 110, 115, 118, 119, 
120, 121, 123, 124, 126, 129, 142, 
146, 175, 177 

Lancaster 6, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 19, 20, 
24, 26, 27, 32, 64, 65, 66, 68, 70, 
71, 72, 75, 77, 78, 82, 83, 84, 85, 
93, 94, 115, 117, 118, 121, 123, 
128, 129, 130, 136, 141, 144, 145, 
146, 154, 161, 163, 164, 167, 168, 
172, 173, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179 

Lincoln 2, 5, 7, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
22, 23, 31, 67, 69, 72, 74, 75, 76, 
79, 81, 82, 83, 121, 124, 126, 140, 
142, 145, 146, 147, 159, 161, 166, 
168, 169, 170, 171, 178, 179 

Logan 131 

Loup 9, 10, 11, 14, 78, 160, 165, 166, 
168, 176, 179, 183-186 

Madison 7, 8, 16, 114, 126, 169 

Merrick 7, 20, 121, 173 

Morrill 65, 70, 84, 118, 122, 125, 
129, 130, 136 

Nance 163 

Nemaha 16, 19, 66, 69, 70, 82, 83, 
116, 140, 144 

Nuckolls 20, 71, 168 

Otoe 16, 20, 22, 79, 118, 146 

Pawnee 71, 117, 124, 129, 161 

Perkins 78, 85, 129, 170 

Phelps 66, 69, 71, 140 

Platte 6, 67, 69, 77 

Polk 67, 75, 82 

Red Willow 120, 171, 176 

Richardson 16, 25, 27, 71, 115, 161, 
166, 169 

Rock 110, 115, 118, 119, 123, 179, 
183-186 

Saline 20, 93, 176 

Sarpy 6, 8, 9, 16, 20, 22, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 64, 66, 74, 77, 78, 82, 83, 
85, 92, 93, 94, 116, 117, 120, 124, 
128, 142, 145, 163, 164, 165, 167, 
172, 176, 177, 179 
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Counties, continued 
Saunders 7, 8, 10, 12, 16, 70, 72, 76, 
118, 164, 165, 167, 176 
Scotts Bluff 2, 9, 17, 22, 23, 24, 65, 
66, 67, 68, 69, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77, 
78, 81, 82, 84, 92, 103-106, 116, 
117, 122, 125, 130, 131, 141, 142, 
143, 161, 162, 163, 167, 169, 171, 
172, 178, 179 
Seward 20, 24, 64, 66, 69, 70, 74, 
115, 122, 129, 164, 165, 167 
Sheridan 65, 66, 70, 77, 115, 118, 
125, 126, 164, 168 
Sherman 16, 144, 179 
Sioux 9,18, 21, 24, 65, 73, 75, 76, 
83, 110, 121, 122, 124, 127, 129, 
130, 145, 165, 169, 170, 171, 175, 
177, 178 
Stanton 116, 126, 175 
Thayer 12, 63, 68, 71, 72, 73, 75, 142 
Thomas 65, 73, 124, 147 
Thurston 83, 84 
Valley 127, 183-186 
Washington 16, 20, 31, 81, 94, 117, 
123, 129, 158, 174 
Wayne 119, 126 
Webster 12, 64, 118, 129, 167, 170 
Wheeler 9, 126, 176, 183-186 
York 63, 64, 65, 67, 72, 113, 114, 
116, 118, 119, 141, 144, 146 
Courtney, Steven 5 
Cowbird, Brown-headed 23, 50-51, 85, 
106, 131, 179, 186 
Coyle, Chuck 52 
Crane, 
Sandhill 12, 69,99, 118, 164 
Whooping 2, 12, 69, 164 
Craw ford-Rose, Kathleen 112 
Creeper, Brown 2, 17, 37, 48-49, 77, 126, 
172 
Crews, 
Jonathan 4, 61 
Craig 25, 31 


Croshaw, Charlotte 4, 60, 112, 156 
Crossbill, 
Red 2, 24, 34, 51, 85, 131, 154, 174 
Type 2 24, 34 
Туре 3 24 
Western Hemlock 24 
White-winged 24 
Crow, American 17, 46-47, 76, 105, 125, 
171, 185 
Cuckoo, 
Black-billed 72, 99, 121, 154, 161 
Yellow-billed 72, 121, 161 
Cummings, Vern 53 
Cunningham, Jim 157 
Curlew, Long-billed 70, 110, 119, 164 
Curtis, Tony 52 


Daenzer, 
Bonnie 52 
Gil 52 
Davenport, Dennis 4 
Davis, Annie 53 
Dean, Bruce 60 
DeBoer, Лету 112 
Deeds, Linda 4, 147 
DeLara, Kathy 4, 52, 53, 61, 102, 112, 
157, 163 
DiBernard, Barbara 53 
Dickcissel 2, 22, 84, 130, 179, 186 
Dickerson, Cheryl 4, 52 
Dietrich, Roger 21, 53, 147, 157 
Dinan, 
Joe 52 
John J. 97 
Kenny 52 
Lauren 4, 52, 53, 132-137 
Dinsmore, Stephen J. 5, 52, 58, 95, 17 
Dolezal, Teri 5 
Dove, 
Eurasian Collared- 2, 14, 40, 46-47, 
72, 99, 104, 121, 161, 183 
Mouming 14, 32, 37, 46-47, 72, 104, 
121, 161, 183 
White-winged 14, 31, 40, 47, 72, 99, 
121, 154, 161 
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Dowell, David 156 
Dowitcher, 
Long-billed 71, 120, 165, 183 
Short-billed 71, 120, 165 
Drahota, Jeff 135-136 
Drilling, Nancy 157 
Ducey, James E. 61, 137, 157 
Duck, 
American Black 7, 64, 110, 114, 159 
American Black x Mallard 7, 39, 42- 
43, 64, 114 
American Black x Mottled 114 
Long-tailed 8, 39, 42-43, 64, 159 
Mottled 64, 110 
Ring-necked 7-8, 39, 42-43, 64, 114, 
159 
Ruddy 2, 9, 42-43, 65, 103, 114, 183 
Wood 6, 7, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 159, 
183 
Duey, 
Ann 53 
Dave 53 
Dunbar, Paul 62, 147, 157 
Dunkle, Warren 53 
Dunlin 70, 110, 119, 164 
Dwyer, Ángela 102 
Dyche, Keith 147 


Eades, Rick 53, 62 
Eagle, 
Bald 10, 44-45, 67, 99, 104, 117, 
167, 184 
Golden 10, 45, 68, 104, 118, 168 
Easterla, D. A. 95 
Eddleman, W. R. 137 
Edwards, Boni 53 
Egret, 
Cattle 30, 66, 104, 116, 167 
Great 66, 104, 116, 167 
Reddish 66 
Snowy 66, 104, 116, 167 
Ehresman, Bruce 90 
Einemann, Larry 5, 52, 53, 62, 112, 147, 
157 
Ellis, M. M. 95 
Elmer, Denise 156 
Elphick, C. S. 95 


Ely, 
C. A. 95, 137 
Dave 4 
Etherton, Лт 52 


Faas, Andrea 53 
Falco columbarius columbarius 16 
Falcon, 
Peregrine 16, 74, 123, 169, 182, 185 
Prairie. 16, 40, 46-47, 74, 105, 123, 
169, 182, 185 
Falk, Larry 5, 147 
Faltzgraf, Nelli 53 
Farrell, 
Lee 62 
Linda 62 
Fasoli, Anna 93 
Ferguson, Brennan 53 
Ferring, Linda 52, 112 
Fields, Jeff 53 
Finch, 
Cassin's 24, 50-51, 85, 140, 147 
House 24, 38, 50-51, 85, 99, 106, 
131, 174, 185 
Purple 24, 50-51, 58, 85, 174 
Flack, William 5, 53, 63, 82, 102, 113, 
147, 158, 182 
Flicker, Northern 16, 32, 35, 37, 46-47, 
74, 104, 123, 169, 185 
Red-shafted 37, 46-47, 74 
Yellow-shafted 37, 46-47 
Yellow x Red-shafted 32, 35, 37, 46- 
47 
Flores, 
Houston 61 
Е.Е. 137 
Fluett, Steve 62 
Flycatcher, 
Acadian 25, 75, 123, 170 
Alder 75, 123,170 
Cordilleran 37, 75, 99, 123, 170 
Dusky 33-34, 37, 58, 75, 105, 140, 
141, 170 
Gray 58, 75, 105 
Great Crested 26, 75, 124, 170 
Hammond’s 140, 141, 145, 170 
Least 37, 75, 105, 123, 170 
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Flycatcher, continued 
Olive-sided 74, 105, 123, 169 
Pacific Slope 37 
Scissor-tailed 75, 99, 124, 170 
“Traill’s” 75 
Willow 37, 75, 105, 123, 170 
Yellow-bellied 74-75, 145, 170 

Forsberg, Michael 98, 102 

Francis, C. M. 95 

French, Kate 112 

Fuchs, Bob 53 

Fullerton, John 4 

Furman, Andrew 94 


Gadwall 6-7, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 159, 
183 
Gallinule, Common 164 
Galvez, Sheryl 63 
Gannon, Tom 5, 63, 113, 158 
Gardner, Richard 52 
Geiser, Julie 53 
Gentry, 
Don 53 
Meredyth 53 
Gerten, 
Kathi 52 
Robert 52 
Gibson, Robert 62 
Gierke, Linda 52 
Glidden, Andy 111 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 37, 77, 99, 105, 
126, 173 
Goddard, Ronald 157 
Godwit, 
Hudsonian 70, 119 
Marbled 70, 99, 110, 119, 164 
Gold, Terry 63 
Goldeneye, 
Barrow's 2, 8, 39, 42-43, 146, 160 
Common 8, 42-43, 64, 160 
Goldfinch, 
American 2, 24, 38, 50-51, 85, 106, 
131, 175, 185 
Lesser 85, 99, 106, 131, 140, 147, 
175 
Gooby, Katie 4, 61, 147 


Goose, 
Cackling 6, 42-43, 63, 113, 158 
Canada 6, 42-43, 63, 86, 103, 113, 
158, 183 
Egyptian 63-64, 158-159 
Greater White-fronted 5, 42-43, 63, 
113, 158 
Greylag 5 
Ross's 6, 42-43, 63, 158 
Snow 5-6, 42-43, 63, 113, 158 
Goshawk, Northern 10, 11, 44, 67, 168 
Goulart, Chris 60 
Grackle, 
Common 23, 51, 84, 106, 131, 179, 
186 
Great-tailed 23, 50-51, 84, 99, 106, 
110, 131, 179 
Grande, Carlos 26, 27, 28, 29, 60, 100 
Gray, Christopher 60 
Grebe, 
Clark’s 9, 45, 66, 115, 161 
Eared 2, 9, 39, 45, 65-66, 103, 115, 
160, 183 
Horned 9, 39, 44, 65, 115, 160, 183 
Pied-billed 2, 9, 44-45, 65, 103, 115, 
160, 183 
Red-necked 2, 9, 39, 45, 65, 115, 160 
Western 9, 45, 66, 103, 115, 161, 183 
Grenon, 
Alan 3, 53, 111, 150, 156 
Betty 3, 53, 60, 102, 103, 180-181, 
182 
Gress, B. 95, 137 
Gronewold, Carol 4 
Grosbeak, 
Black-headed 38, 84, 106, 130, 178 
Blue 38, 84, 106, 130, 179 
Evening 24, 85, 143 
Pine 3, 23, 24, 143 
Rose-breasted 2, 22, 38, 84, 130, 178 
Grouse, Sharp-tailed 9, 42-43, 65, 103, 
115, 160 
Grove, 
Deborah 156 
Greg 156 
Grzybowski, Joseph A. 4 
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Gubanyi, Joe 4, 52, 53, 61, 112, 150 
Gucciardo, Suzanne 52, 53 
Guittar, Vera 53 
Gull, 
Black-headed 141 
Bonaparte's 13, 44-45, 71, 166 
California. 13, 44-45, 71, 104, 120, 
166 
Franklin's 2, 13, 71, 120, 161, 166, 
184 
Glaucous 13,47, 71, 166 
Glaucous-winged 58, 71, 144 
Great Black-backed 47, 166 
Herring 2, 13, 44-45, 71, 120, 166, 
184 
Iceland (Kumlien's) 3, 13, 14, 15, 
141, 144 
Laughing 141,166 
Lesser Black-backed 13, 47, 71, 120, 
166, 182, 184 
Mew 13,44, 141 
Ring-billed 13, 44-45, 71, 104, 120, 
166, 184 
Sabine's 154, 165 
Thayer's 13, 47, 71, 144, 166 
Guyton, Jim 61 
Gyrfalcon 3, 16, 96-97, 141 


Haase, Gordon 4 

Hack, Mace 113, 157 

Hajda, Tim 147, 148 

Hall, John 61, 92, 93 

Hamilton, 
Luke 52 
Roger 52 

Hanson, Sylvia 31, 52 

Harding, Robin 5, 52, 53, 62, 92, 102, 
103, 113, 147, 157, 182 

Harms, Tyler 52, 137 

Harrier, Northern. 10, 44-45, 67, 104, 
117, 167, 184 

Hatfield, Blake 52 

Hausmann. Bob 52 

Haver, James 112, 157 


Hawk, 
Broad-winged 26, 67-68, 117, 139, 
168 
dark morph 68 
Cooper's 10, 39, 44-45, 67, 99, 104, 
117, 168, 184 
Ferruginous 10, 45, 68, 103, 104, 
118, 139, 168 
Harris's 139 
Red-shouldered 10, 67, 110, 117, 
139, 168 
Red-tailed 10, 44-45, 68, 96, 104, 
118, 139, 168, 184 
Harlan's 168 
Krider's 10, 68, 168 
Rough-legged 10, 44-45, 68, 139, 
168, 184 
Sharp-shinned 10, 44-45, 67, 117, 
168, 184 
Swainson's 68, 104, 117-118, 139, 
168, 184 
Zone-tailed 139 
Heckman, Alice 52 
Hegge, Zachary 53 
Heidt, Dave 4, 52, 53, 96-97, 102, 112, 
156, 182 
Helmke, Claire 60 
Henise, 
Don 60 
Robyn 62 
Heppner, Ben 4, 23, 60, 111, 147 
Heron, 
Great Blue 10, 30, 44-45, 66, 103, 
116, 167, 184 
Green 28, 67, 116, 167 
Little Blue 66, 116 
Herrell, Charlotte 52, 53 
Herring, Melanie. 157 
Herron, Billie 52 
Hertenstein, Rolf 62 
Hill, 
Justin 112 
Peter M. 62, 113 
Hipschman, Mary 62 
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Hoff, Ron 113 Johnson, 
Hofreiter, Holly 61 Earl 61, 112 
Hollst, Jane 52 Gail 4 
Hoppe, Jan 4, 31, 61, 103, 112, 157 
Ian 53 Jenny Jo 61 
Paula 5, 52, 62 Tom 147 
Weldon 158 Jones, 
Horn, Adam 111,156 
Kathleen 113 G. S. 95 
Roger 113 Nina 62 


Horton, Daniel 60, 112 Jorgensen, Joel G 4, 14, 15, 27, 29, 30, 
Hovie, Bruce 53 52, 53, 61, 86-95, 97, 101, 112, 132- 
Hubick, ВШ 92 137, 147, 148, 150, 157, 173 

Hughes, Virginia 52 Junco, 

Hummingbird, Dark-eyed 22, 32, 35, 38, 50-51, 130, 


Anna's 154,162 178, 186 


Black-chinned 145, 162 

Broad-tailed 58, 73, 122, 163 

Calliope 122, 140, 146, 163 

Costa's 154, 163 

Ruby-throated 73, 122, 154, 161, 
162, 183 

Ruby-throated x Broad-tailed 102, 
163 

Rufous 122, 146, 163 


Cassiar 22, 36, 38, 83, 178 

Gray-headed 

Oregon 22, 35-36, 38, 50-51, 83, 
178 

Pink-sided 22,32, 35, 38, 50-51, 
83, 178 

Slate-colored 22, 36, 38, 50-51, 
83, 178 

White-winged 22, 38, 51, 83, 


Huntley, C. W. (Bill) 52 130, 178 
Huser, Bill 3, 53, 60, 111, 156 
Kader, Karen 28, 157 
Ibis, Kaempfer, William 63, 113, 158 
Glossy 67,116, 146 Kalinay, Mary Ann 52 
White-faced 67, 99, 103, 104, 116, Kasper, Eddie 156 
167, 184 Keefe, Thomas 63 
White-faced x Glossy 67 Keithler, Mary 157 
Imig, Billy 53 Kelley, Jamie 53 
Innskeep, Lois 53 Kellogg, P. P. 137 
Kenitz, Alice 3, 53, 60, 156 
Kent, T. H. 95 
Kester, Adam 53 
Kestrel, American 16, 46-47, 74, 104, 


Jack, Palma 62 
Jaeger, Long-tailed 147 
James, Bonnie 147 
Janson, Matthew 62 123, 169, 185 
Jarvi, Esa 4, 53, 61, 112 Kibbe, Doug 60 
Jay, Killdeer 12, 39, 44-45, 69, 104, 119, 164, 

Blue 16, 37, 46-47, 76, 105, 125, 183 

171, 185 
Pinyon 16, 76, 171 
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King, 
Brian 53 
Gail 156 
Janet 53 
Kelsey 61 
Kingbird, 
Cassin’s 75, 105, 124, 170 
Couch’s 145 
Eastern 75, 105, 124, 170, 185 
Western 33, 75, 105, 124, 170 
Kingfisher, Belted 15, 37, 46-47, 73, 104, 
122, 169, 184 
Kinglet, 
Golden-crowned 18, 48-49, 78, 173 
Ruby-crowned 2, 18, 27, 37, 40, 48- 
49, 78, 126, 173, 185 
Kite, 
Mississippi 31, 67, 99, 110, 117, 167 
Swallow-tailed 110, 117 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 12, 39-40, 45 
Klaphake, 
Bette 52 
Clem 4, 30, 52, 53, 60, 112, 156 
Klataske, Ron 113 
Klaver, Elena 61 
Kleindienst, Holly 61 
Knott, Tim 53 
Koenig, Jake 53 
Koepke, Geraldine 52 
Kooyman, Florinus 156 
Korth, Tony 63 
Korver, Maria 5, 53 
Kovanda, 
Jim 53 
Sandy 53 
Krieser, 
Kermit 52 
Магу 52 
Krueger, 
Charlotte 52 
Ken 52 
Kruse, 
Anne 52 
Ron 52, 157 
Steve 5, 63, 113, 158 
Kuper, Catherine 53 


Labedz, Thomas 52, 53, 63, 93, 147, 158 

Ladwig, Laurel 62 

Laeser, Tom 158 

Lamoreaux, Alex 93 

Lane, Tim 53 

Langan, Connor 112 

Langlois, Mathieu 113 

Langrand, Olivier 62 

Lark, Horned 17, 46-47, 76, 105, 125, 
171, 185 

Lashley, Ben 4, 53 

Laskowski, Joanne 61 

Lassek, Terry 53 

Lau, Tony 5 

Lawson, Roger 5, 62 

Lecholat, Peter 62 

Lefever, Josh 32, 33-38, 147, 157 

Legare, M. 137 

Leger, Daniel 52, 53, 60, 102, 103, 112, 
156 

Leite, Mike 113 

Lemburg, William 5, 25 

Lemmon, Sandra 5 

Leonhardt, Dwain 53 

Lingle, Gary 85 

Livermore, Bob 53 

Long, Robert 113 

Longspur, 
Chestnut-collared 79, 103, 105, 127, 

175 

Lapland 19, 48-49, 79, 175 
McCown’s 79, 103, 106, 127, 175 
Smith’s 19, 79, 140, 142 

Loon, 
Common 9, 65, 115, 166 
Pacific 166 
Red-throated 2, 9, 39, 45, 166 

Luedtke, Scott 158 

Lutter, Tucker 53 


Magpie, Black-billed 16-17, 46-47, 76, 
99, 105, 125, 154, 171 
Mallard 7, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 159, 183 
Mallard x Am. Black Duck 7, 39, 42- 
43,114 
Maly, George 4, 53 
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Manion, Tom 28 
Manning, 
Emily 53 
family 154, 162 
Leanne 53 
Robert 157 
Sam 5, 58-59, 63, 92, 113, 147, 154- 
155, 158, 162 
Martin, Purple 76, 110, 125, 172 
Maslowski, 
Linda 53 
Pete 53 
Mathieson, Marty 52 
Mayes, Alie 53 
McCartney, Connie 4, 52 
McGregor, Cody 132-137 
McKay, Kelly J. 157 
McKee, Sally Gaines 53 
McKenzie, Mark 62 
McKibbin, 
Don 52 
LaQuita 52 
McLean, Ross 52 
МеМи т, Skylar 53 
McPeek, G. A. 95 
McQuade, Patsy 32 
Meadowlark, 
Eastern 22, 40, 84, 110, 130-131, 179 
Western 22, 33, 40, 50-51, 84, 106, 
131, 179, 186 
species 40, 50-51 
Mehlman, David 156 
Mellberg, Bruce 53, 147 
Melospiza melodia montana 83 
Merganser, 
Common 8, 42-43, 65, 114, 160, 183 
Hooded 8, 39, 42-43, 65, 103, 114, 
160 
Red-breasted 8, 42-43, 65, 160 
Merlin 16, 46-47, 74, 169, 185 
Meyer, Courtney 52 
Miller, 
Deb 4, 29, 30, 101 
Hannah 53 
Jana 53 
Kyla 53 
Layne 53 


Miller, continued 

Matt 62 

Michael 62 

Sam 158 

Steve 53 
Minchow, 

Ingrid 52, 61 

Mark 52 
Mlodinow, Steve 158 
Mockingbird, Northern 79, 105, 127, 174 
Mohlmann, Jake 61 
Mollhoff, Wayne 36, 63, 65, 97-99, 102, 

150, 182 
Moody, Brian 111 
Moore, 

Andy 53 

Nick 157 
Morocco, Ralph 92 
Morris, 

Clyde 60 

Steve 5, 52, 93, 113 
Moulton, David 60 
Mountjoy, Jim 112 
Murphy, 

John 52, 61 

Kevin 52 
Myers, Dollyann 112 


Nelson, 
Emma 53 
Greg 53 
Newland, Sue 147 
Nighthawk, Common 73, 104, 121, 161 
Night-Heron, 
Black-crowned 67,116, 167 
Yellow-crowned 67, 116, 167 
Nontcith, Cole 53 
Novak, Lana 53 
Null, Jan 53 
Nutcracker, Clark's 
Nuthatch, 
Pygmy 17, 37, 48-49, 77, 105, 125, 
172 
Red-breasted 17, 37, 48-49, 77, 105, 
125, 172, 185 
White-breasted 17, 37, 48-49, 77, 
125, 172, 185 
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Nyffeler, Marsha 62 


Ochsner, Jim 4, 112 
Oden, Amy 53 
O’Donnell, R. 95 
Ollinger, Linda 62, 157 
Olson, 
Chris 4, 53, 60, 93, 94 
Maggie 53 
Oreothlypis 
celata celata 175 
celata orestera 175 
Oriole, 
Baltimore 38, 58, 85, 106, 131, 179 
Baltimore x Bullock's 131 
Bullock's 85, 106, 131, 179 
Orchard 38, 85, 106, 131, 179 
Orr, Vicki 52 
Osprey 10, 45, 67, 104, 110, 116-117, 
167, 184 
Ostermiller, 
Ken 112 
Mary 112 
Otte, C. 95, 137 
Ovenbird 37, 79, 127, 175 
Owl, 
Barn 72, 104, 110, 121, 168 
Barred 2, 15, 46-47, 72, 121, 168 
Burrowing 72, 98, 102, 104, 121, 168 
Eastern Screech- 14, 28, 46-47, 72, 
121, 168, 184 
Great Homed 14, 46-47, 72, 104, 
121, 168, 184 
Long-eared 15, 26, 46-47, 72, 121, 
168 
Northern Saw-whet 15, 72-73, 121, 
168 
Short-eared 15, 46-47, 72, 104, 121, 
168 
Snowy 14-15, 72, 168 


Padelford, 
Babs 52, 53, 62, 95, 157 
Loren 52, 53, 62, 148, 157 
Palmer, J. S. 95,97 
Partridge, Gray 9, 65, 99, 115, 154, 160 
Parula, Northern 81, 106, 128, 176 


РазеКа, 
Боп 4, 39-40, 52, 53, 60, 102 
Janis 4, 52, 53, 60, 100-101, 102-103 

Patdu, Егіс 32 

Patten, М.А. 136 

Patti, 5. Т. 95,137 

РеПсап, 
American White 10, 44, 66, 103, 115, 

116, 166, 184 

Brown 140 

Peters, 
Jessica 53 
Patrick 157 

Petersen, Jim 53 

Peterson, 
Brian 4, 23, 52, 53, 60, 111, 147, 156 
Jim 4 

Petrie, S. A. 95 

Phalarope, 
Red 165 
Red-necked 71, 120, 165 
Wilson's 71, 104, 120, 165 

Pheasant, Ring-necked 42-43, 65, 103, 
115, 160, 183 

Phoebe, 
Eastern 32, 33, 37, 75, 123-124, 170, 

185 

Say’s 75, 105, 124, 170 

Picoides villosus monticola 74 

Pierce, Kim 112 

Pierson, Andrew 52 

Pigeon, Rock 13, 40, 46-47, 72, 104, 121, 
161, 183 

Pintail, Northern 7, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 
159, 183 

Pipit, 
American 19, 40, 49, 79, 174, 185 
Sprague’s 79, 174 

Plock, Linda 53 

Plover, 
American Golden- 69, 118, 164 
Black-bellied 31, 59, 69, 118, 164 
Mountain 69, 102-103, 104, 119, 164 
Piping 69, 100, 118-119, 164 
Semipalmated 69, 100, 118, 164, 183 
Snowy 69 

Poague, Kevin 53, 61 
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Poggensee, Don 90 
Pollard, Tammy 63 
Poorwill, Common 73, 122, 161 
Powell, Larkin 182 
Prairie-Chicken, Greater 9, 44-45, 65, 99, 
115, 160, 182, 183 
Prettyman, Cathy 4, 52, 94 
Probst, Jerry 53 
Putensen, 
Kathie 53 
Tamra 53 
Pyper, Kathleen 52 


Quinn, Susan 5, 63, 113, 158 


Rail, 
Black 132-137, 144 
King 163 
Virginia 12, 45, 68, 118, 163 
Yellow 140, 143 
Randolph, Lanny 5, 52, 53, 62, 92, 112, 
157, 182 
Ratzlaff, 
Deb 52, 53 
Neal 52, 53, 62, 93, 113, 157, 180- 
181 
Raven, Common 3, 17, 39, 47, 145 
Raynor, E. J. 4, 61, 112, 136, 156, 182 
Ream, Ben 111 
Redhead 7, 42-43, 64, 103, 114, 159, 183 
Redpoll, Common 24, 50-51, 85 
Redstart, American 38, 58, 80, 128, 176 
Reichert, Brian 111 
Reinken, Sandy 52 
Reitan, Ken 53 
Repking, C. F. 137 
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